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PREFACE

In the past 60 years, through ups and downs, China has found its
way in economic development which meets the needs of the national
conditions. In the recent 30 years, the developing of Chinese market
economy prompting the urbanization greatly which formed a solid
foundation for the social development; Meanwhile, the urbanization
accelerated economic development, and brought Chinese society into
a new historic phase of modernization.

The marketization in economy and urbanization in society are most
significant two characteristics in social development of modern China,
which promote each other mutually. However, only cheering for the
achievements is not enough, without realizing that the development
is more like a river which has twists and turns as well.

This book, with analysis of practical problems of cultural
heritages, demonstrates that the booming of Chinese economy has
greatly stimulated the conservation of cultural heritage, developed
the civilization progress, and gained international praise in the filed
of chinese cultural heritage. On this background, the chinese cultural
heritage still faces numerous challenges, has a lot of difficulties, and
confronts unavoidable conflicts. The Large—scale Site, richening in
a significant values and meaningful contents, is mostly endangered
for the majority of them which are located in the junction zone of
urban and rural area. On the one hand, the impact of urban expansion,
infrastructure construction, production and residential living are
increasing in occupying the protecting areas of the sites; on the
other hand, the limitations of land use defined by the Cultural Relics

Protection Laws, have restricted the social and economic development



of the site areas.

The resource shortage of developing and the precious of cultural
heritage occupied are both intensified in the same time—space
background. As a result, the effective conservation of large - scale site
and reasonable utilization which requires professional solutions based
on a urbanization background, has become a common conflict between
sustainable economic development and cultural heritage conservation.

Since 2005, Xi’ an, Luoyang, Hangzhou, Chengdu have made
some experimental practices, implemented a series of large—scale
site conservation and presentation projects, built some archaeological
parks. These practices try to find the answer of: Scientific recognition
of the relation between conservation and urban development; Effective
conservation and reasonable utilization; and sustainable development
of sites areas.

The national archaeological park is a effective choice of Large—
scale site conservation and utilization, which have attracted more and
more attention of experts. The construction of Daming Palace National
archaeological Park is a typical example of this, which caused a series
social focuses: The farseeing and determination of the decision—
makers, implementation of administrative units: the earnest support
and expectation from local people; the questions and suspicions
from the cultural heritage authorities; the great interests of case
studies from social scientists and conservation experts; the conflicts
of concepts and innovation of mechanism from the cultural heritage
administrative units; the attention and discussion from medias.
Through all these above, this book is trying to find the answers of:
how to protect and utilize these Large—scale site which can match the
concept of the scientific develop out—look”? How to make the sites to
be a great driver for social development?

Based on the analysis of current situation and existing problems
of large—scale site under urbanization, this book broke through the
mind-sel of “the conservation is just conservation projects and the

utilization is only utilization projects” , adopted the Delphi method



to investigate the four large—scale sites of ancient capitals of Zhou,
Qin, Han, Tang dynasties in Xi’ an, Shaanxi province. Based on
the investigation and the existing illustrative cases both at home and
abroad, this paper established the values system of the conservation
and utilization of cultural heritage, explored basic principles of
cultural heritage conservation and utilization, and tried to come up
with a realistic path for the scientific development of large—scale
site, and provided theoretical support for the actual decision—making
of the large—scale site conservation and utilization. This is the basic
theoretical roadmap of our studies.

In the theoretical research and empirical studies, we have noticed
following basic questions:

1, what’ s the nature of large—scale site problem? What’ s the
source of this kind problem? What’ s the importance of studying this
problem? The reason of posing these questions is because, in different
aspects or circumstances you studied on the large—scale site, you
can get different answers. Experts of historical and archaeological,
economic and social, environmental and urban planning,etc, will be
different in their thinking. Furthermore, the large—scale site problem
is in development along with the social changes. In a less developed
period or area, the conservation of large—scale site is mainly about the
conservation and restoration against nature erosion, which is a simple
common question likes the other kind of cultural heritage. Large—
scale site occupy abundant land and space, but if it’ s far away from
city, it will not affect so deeply in development and living of people,
and will be ignored by the society. The reason why large—scale site
has become a focused question is because it has direct relation with
local development. The most urgent problem is: the urban expansion
has invaded the land of large—scale site; and the limitation in land
use required by protection laws has restricted the development of
large—scale site area. We have realized that the large—scale site in
urbanization background in China is an integrated issue combining

with social development. Large—scale site is a historical witness and a



fortune of the social development. The fundamental consistency of its
conservation and utilization is decided by the basic attributes of large—
scale site. The issues of large—scale site are common social issues due
to the rapid economic and social development, thus we should do
comprehensive study under the guidance of scientific out—look and on
the basis of existing knowledge to find out the fundamental routines
and methods to solve those problems.

2, What kind of cultural heritage the large—scale site is? And
how to recognize the special attributes of large—scale site as cultural
heritage, this question is the premise of study of large—scale site.
The history of conservation and utilization research of movable large—
scale site is relatively short comparing to the research of cultural
relics and historical buildings, and the study of management of large—
scale site is insufficient comparing to collection of relics and artifacts.
Considering these factors, the concept which used in large—scale
site is still based on the cultural heritage system formed by movable
relics and historical buildings, and this limitation may lead us to a
misunderstanding consciously or not, in the imprecise concepts of
historical, scientific and artistic values of the large—scale site, even
to the wrong ideas. When people are inside a large—scale site of
kilometers square scale, will be shocked and have a kind of feeling of
submergence in history, and so do our thoughts. This is quite different
from the relics and artifacts which can be recognized by touching by
our hand or observing by technical instruments, and also different
from the historical building which can be looked outside and touched
inside. This reminds us that the site of the large scale matters a lot
in the understanding of conception, and the study on large—scale
site should have its specialty comparing with the movable small
cultural artifacts and medium historical buildings. Therefore, in the
huge amount of historical cultural information that the large—scale
site bears, the historical landmark is its most significant meaning.
The historical information can be handed down in different ways by

different carriers, and the large—scale site, in its unique scale, both on



