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Abstract

In China, though industrialization has been well-developed and significant
achievements have been made, the urbanization level is still quite low. Studies on Ur-
ban new immigration focus on the classification of urban new immigrants, identifying
their distinctive features, and specifying their influences on social differentiation and
urban social structure. Scholars also investigate and analyze strategies adopted by urban
new immigrants to adapt to urban life, to settle down in cities, and to transform into
urban residents.

The study on problems and policy adjustment concerning the urban new immigrants
is critical and essential for the development of economy and social stability in
China. Firstly, with the development of modernization and urbanization, migration be-
tween the urban and rural, and between urban and urban, have becomes normal; the
size of urban new immigrant groups will continue to increase. The integration of urban
new immigrants into city critically involves important issues such as social justice and
social stability. Secondly, in the initial stage, urban new immigrants often engaged in
some hard and dirty work that city residents are not willing to do and that are featured
by high risks, poor working environment and low social status. In addition, there are a
large number of immigrant women and children, and a large amount of work has to be
done so as to ensure the basic rights of this disadvantaged group. Finally, it is necessary
to put these new immigrants into urban construction and urban management so as to en-
sure fairness, stable development and people’s decent daily life, which will manifest
the superiority of the socialist in China.

In this manuscript, the concept of “urban new immigrants” contains the follow-
ing key elements; those whose birthplace and original registered permanent residence
are not local and those who live in city for 2 =5 years; those who are to settle down in

cities (towns); and those who have Legal residence and legal income in the cit-
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ies. Thus defined, the concept includes labor migrants, intellectual migrants and oper-
ational migrants. The manuscript is written based on quantitative and qualitative re-
search. Between November 2008 and April 2009, our investigation team successively
conducted ethnographic fieldwork in Guangzhou, Dongguan, Shenyang, Chengdu,
Hangzhou, collecting 3300 questionnaire answers and 146 cases. With our semi-struc-
tured interview outline, we focus on background, migration and settlement, the status
and changes of the social network, the involvement of urban society, the social security
situation and future planning, etec.

In analyzing the three above mentioned categories of urban new migrants, we
found that: with highly educated background, intellectual migrants have clear urbaniza-
tion willingness and entry strategies; under the current nation-wide policies and market
economy, it is difficult for labor migrants to get citizen welfare thus experiencing serious
isolation in cities; compared with labor migrants, operational migrants have more
strongly settlement intentions and obvious familial tendency.

These three categories of urban new immigrants developed different social networks
as well as different strategies and abilities to mobilize social network resources. It is im-
portant for operational migrants to consolidate resources gathered through their social
network-an adaptive strategy that effectively help them improve their social status. For
labor migrants, the circle of work and daily communication is limited to relatives and
fellow villagers. A number of labor migrants is building new social network in the urban
society, which serves as an adaptive strategy. Intellectual migra;lts can mobilize much
wider social networks and more resources, enabling them to settle down in the city more
smoothly. But still they can not completely eliminate the gap with local people. It needs
a long time for intellectual migrants to build primary relationship with local people.

We also found that urban new immigrant “diaspora” in the corners of city com-
muntity, living at the bottom of society. Their community life is in a status of “no or-
ganization but being disciplined” . Even in the case of organized community, the or-

&

ganization is mostly “nominal” . However, in some areas there existed “ invisibility
organization” . Urban new immigrants have low self-recognition and recognition-by-oth-
ers, thus low community participation. Within the community construction the local gov-
ernment, urban new immigrants are not taken into consideration as an important factor.

According to our investigation, public product supply in the city (such as hous-

ing, education and infrastructure) are lagging for urban new immigrants. Several re-

strictions are set up for them, such as registered permanent residence , archives and
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social security. As a result, the supply does not meet the basic needs of urban new mi-
grants, and even limits them to gain social security.

At the end of the manuscript, we made seven policy recommendations: 1) to en-
large the single definition of urban new immigrants and to highlight its internal differen-
tiation. 2) To meet the demands of urban new immigrants who have settled intention
and ability. 3) to continue to strengthen the management of floating population. 4) To
increase new immigrants’ identification with cities and advocate multicultural and harmo-
nious society. 5) To promote participatory urban management and improve the social
participation of new immigrants. 6) to guide new immigrants and local residents to es-
tablish harmonious social relationships and 7) to achieve cascaded placement of urban

new immigrants.
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