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Zhang Jiehui(front line, the one in the right) —the mayor

of Anshan is examining the construction project of the newly-built museum
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ANSHAN MUSEUM CULTURAL
RELICS ESSENCE COLLECTION

PREFACE

(By Vice-Mayor in Anshan Municipal

People Government Li Xiaoan)

Editing and publishing Anshan cultural relics essence series is a long—cherished wish of our cultural
relics fancier and workers. The first period of this set of books “Anshan museum pieces” accepts the
property of the ancients, redeems modern persons’ great wish and delights people.

The historical cultural relics are human precious inheritance. These scribe how mankind exists, how
develops, which are rare material certificate, which cannot replace again, and which can ’t reborn
experienced successively whet difficulties, lucky survivor, left limited to our generation today.

Therefore, to a nation, a race or a region the unusual meaning of history cultural relics is obvious.
Our great Chinese nation in endless history years, using the labor of the industriously with the
outstanding intelligent wisdom and ability, created splendid history civilization, left tremendous amount
of culture relics, also accumulated the tradition and the spirit of our race, its endless coagulation and
inspiration, encourages successors with the innocent heart to expand and create more fine future, So the
history cultural relics are a groundwork that we head for tomorrow and the point of departure.

Blessed with a favorable climate, fertile land, rich resources and outstanding talents. Anshan of
motherland northeast, not only is an interior region of Liaotung Peninsula economy development area,
a famous steel capital, but also it has long history, accumulated deep culture. The land of our hometown
flowed the people’s footprint of the past everywhere. According to the archaeological data, as early
as an old stone age of years ago, our ancestors had lived on this land and enriched here. In the period
of the Warring States, Anshan belonged to Yan Country. During the Western Han and Eastern Han
dynasties, the most primitive mining and smelting in our country already appeared here: Prosperous Tang
of‘ the sixth century A.D., this piece of hot area was once a widespread and ancient battlefield of
flaming of war; But Ming Dynasty “Anshan Yipu” can let present persons think large numbers of
merchants. Temples of Qianshan Mountain, the Manchu dynasty had the vigorous and religious holy land
here. The land of the hometown and China motherland are similar, they both have deep culture soil layers
and abundant history savings. As viewing this diagram records, we are immediately driven to posterity
with precious cultural relics, attracted and shocked, feeling proud of our hometown from the hearty.

The cultural relics introduced by Anshan Museum Pieces, is only one part of ten thousands, but it



ANSHAN MUSEUM CULTURAL RELICS ESSENCE COLLECTION

includes from old stone age to late Ching dynasty period’s various cultural relics essence, such as
calligraphy, painting, bronze utensils, wooden vessel furniture etc., among them parts of potteries and
painting wooden furniture collections were allocated by Peking National Palace Museum and Chinese
National Museum of History. These strange and rare treasures were hidden in the palaces of Ming and
Qing dynasties, owned by feudalism emperors privately, the people could only know the epitome slightly
from the cultural heritage record, could not see the real relics. In addition, among those native and
cultural relics there are not lack of the extremely rare treasures, they not only coagulate the sweat
of Anshan several generation people on cultural relics, but also ancient relics workers” industriously and
strenuous efforts, and they tracked first people’s footprints and the respect—work spirit. Today from
ancient people we can work out the clever artisan artistic wisdom and ability, and at the same time
we should still see, the human history in these evolved the cultural relics data of the process, neither
of them is not a teaching material to inspire us strengthen the patriotism and righteousness and neither
of them is not the scholastic attainment.

The museum as the collector of cultural relics collecting, keepting, educating, researching, the
function of it in two civilizations development can not be omitted. In recent years, it prospers along
with our country economy. The physical life is increasing continuously, the people also upsurge the need
of the spiritual life. Cultural relics collection is rising quietly. Enjoying the history cultural relics,
visiting famous spots and historic monument have become a part of our daily spiritual life already.

For many years Anshan museum once made every kind of efforts to display the demonstration, that
obtained a large numbers of audiences and they are much more welcome. This time again gathering to
publish the figures records, | believe it would not only attainl “Zizhi Jiaohua, Cunshi " purpose, but
also it would carry through three representative thoughts of general secretary Jiang Zemin, and take

the function of development of advanced city as well.
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PREFACE

by Guo Dashun

Anshan is a famous steel city in China, which possesses splendid culture and long history continued
from the Old Stone Age to Ming and Qing dynasty. There are many ruins and relics left here. We may
learn systematically from The History for Centuries Extolling Anshan and Anshan Cultural Relics Essence
Collection written respectively by Chen Baofeng and Huang Helangai and Tang Kai.

As far as | know, several gleaming points in the cultural archaeology of Anshan deserve attention.

China modern archaeology characterized by field archaeology is thought to begin from early 20
century. Generally speaking, unearthing the Yangshao village ruins (Mianchi County, Henan province) by
Sweden archaeologist, Anterson in 1921 is thought as the starting point. In recent years, archaeologists
investigating China archaeology suggested, there was “a embryologic stage” began in 1895 in modern
archaeology. After ending of the Sino-Japanese War in April of that year, the famous unequal treaty
Maguan Treaty was signed between Japan and Qing dynasty. In August of that year, Doctor Torii
(1870 ~ 1953), praised as a pioneer of Japanese ethnology, was appointed to make archaeology
investigations on foot in the peninsula of east Liaoning by Japanese Anthropology Associate, he
inspected Stone Shack of Ximu Cheng in Haicheng county which is a more important one of many
investigations in his life, so imitating Stone Shack of Ximu Cheng in Haicheng county, his tomb was
designed as a stone shack.

In early 1950s, in order to support the capital construction of Angang Project in the first five—
years plan, large —scale archaeological excavation were carried out in Anshan and Liaoyang by northeast
cultural relics working team which was led by Li Wenxin. Thousands of graves in Wei and Jin Dynasty
were excavated which have much higher value in researching the history after Gongsun’s separating East
Liao, including the association between Central Plain (including northern government) and Korea
Peninsula and even Japan Islands, That excavation was an earlier one, there were many people taking
part in. That excavation fostered a large drove of professional backbone and had produced far —reaching
effect for the development of later culture and museum cause,

The archaeological excavation of the cave ruins for Haicheng Celestial Being Cave later in the Old
Stone Age in 1983 was an important discovery in Anshan. In which 10 thousands of cultural relics (most
of which were chipped stone implement) were unearthed, this is rare for the Ole Stone Age. The fish
bone dart has double counter hook on either side, which is a more advanced tool specimen for fishing.
The bone needle and ornament are similar to that unearthed from the ruins of Upper Cave Man, and the
boring method of bone needle was more developed and more earlier than that of Upper Cave Man, which
is an earlier and more advanced evidence for the civilization in Liao River. The bone needle may stitch
fur clothing which can keép out the cold, so expanded the scope of activity for primitive human being,
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this made the conditions for human being to surmount the Bailing Straits and move into the new
continent. In a word, the discovery of Xiaogushan was an important evidence for investigating the
cultural exchange between the old continent and the new continent and migration from the old continent
to the new continent for human being.

The another great result of Xiaogushan ruins unearthed is the earthen wares of the New Stone Age
have been found, which are tube —shaped pots mixing with sand and pressing marks as word grain, being
like ones under the bottom layers of Xiaozhushan ruins in Dalian and Xinlue ruins in Shenyang, and that
was 6000 years ago. This is the heritage of the New Stone Age which has been first discovered clearly
in Anshan, Before this, some polished stonewares collected were often determined as ones of the New
Stone Age for lack of standard appliances. But in fact, most of them are the ones of the Bronze Age,
and heritages of the New Stone Age found at Xiaogushan are not only these earthen wares. In 1985,
the next year after the ruins of Xiaogushan being unearthed, Mr Sun Shoudao and | investigated on the
spot and found there was a layer of the loess structure surface at the bottom of the New Stone Age’s
cultural layer on the stratigraphic section kept in the cave. Before this, during unearthing the cave
ruins of Xiaogushan in the New Stone Age, a whole human skeleton without petrifactive sign after the
New Stone Age’s cultural layer being checked up, and which age it was in couldn’t be judged for the
moment. This human skeleton was just found under this loess structure surface, which was at the center
of it, the four limbs bending and just directing at the entrance of the cave. It can be determined that
the whole human skeleton doesn’t belong to the Old Stone Age but the New Stone Age, and he (she)
was a founder. This loess structure surface probably related to the activities of offering sacrifices to
gods or ancestors because the older generation lived here in the New Stone Age had ever held sacrificial
activities. This is undoubtedly an extremely great clue for definite founders hadn't been discovered at
the New Stone Age in our country. It’s a pity that more data can’t be gained because the parts retained
are very few.

There are also some reports about the stone wares made of jade at the ruins of Xiaogushan. The
jade wares found at the late stage of the Old Stone Age are considered as an example the jade being
first used in China up till now by the investigators at home and abroad and this also relates to the
history of Xiuyan Jade Mine exploring at the early stage. After this, along with the development of
the jade wares and jade culture investigation, the places of jade production have been followed with
interest. Hongshan culture being taken as a represent of Northeast area, one of the jade cultural
distribution centers, the relation between the source of jade materials from which and Xiuyan Jade Mine
is the focus of the investigators. Generally Hongshan jade wares are directly compared with Xiuyan jade
materials, in fact, Xiuyan jade wares discovered prehistorically in the areas close to Xiuyan Jade Mine
shoﬁld be more directly comparing materials. In recent years, jade wears have been discovered one after
another at the areas around Xiuyan just as the Beigou ruin adjacent to Xiuyan County, the Houwa ruin
in Donggou County along the Yellow Sea, Guojia Village in Dalian Lushun District, Xiaozhushan and
Wujia Village in Changhai Guanglu Island, Beiwutun in Zhuanghe County, Wenhuatun in Yingchengzi,
Jishizhong in Sipingshan, Xinlue ruin down the Liaohe River valley and so on. Among them, the jade
wears discovered at the zone produced in Xiuyan Jade Mine, Beigou ruin, are the most worth notice. According

to the report, there are altogether 11 pieces of jade wares from Beigou ruin which are serpentine jade tools,
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waste jade cores after pipe drilling, etc. In recent years, Anshan Museum has also collected some jade tools
in the late period of the New Stone Age from the areas near Xiuyan Jade Mine, which should be the first -
hand data for studying the development history of Xiuyan Jade Mine in early stage.

Here | specially want to discuss the matter about Iron—making history. Anshan is the steel
metropolis, so the historical archaeology in Anshan can relate to more of the Iron-making history in
Anshan. Though the Iron —making archaeological materials found in Anshan are the ones of the Liao
Dynasty, the Iron -making clues of the Han Dynasty even the Warring States have appeared. Anshan, as
the concentration area where is rich in iron ore, the archaeological materials on the Iron -making his’éory
in the earlier age will be possible to be found. The ancient ore cave in the west of Anshan, and the
ancient ruins for mining and smelting discovered in the post fort near Anshan and the town place of
the Liao Dynasty are just the excellent clues, so the Iron —-making archaeology should be taken as the
key point of the cultural relics” work in Anshan.

In the two books, The History for Centuries Extolling Anshan and Anshan Cultural Relics Essence
Collection, there is an important content besides a large number of the special local unearthed artifacts,
which is the cultural relics collected among the people through every channel by Anshan Museum for
many years. In accordance with the present constitution condition of the museum collect articles, the
collecting cultural relics can occupy a great proportion in the ones of Ahshan Museum, and this is more
outstanding among the city level museums in our province. In the light of the condition of the province,
Anshan Museum is at the head of cultural relics collecting, except 3 old museums which are Liaoning
Province Museum, Shenyang Palace Museum and Lushun Museum, and there is no lack of fine articles. In
those years, the collection of Qinghua pot with 8 edges in the Yuan Dynasty had been spread a deed
praised far and wide and that shows the collecting cultural relics among the people in Anshan. The batch
of painted furniture transferred from Beijing Palace Museum in 1973 also occupies a great proportion
among the collect articles in Anshan Museum. | have joined the work for allocating and transferring, and
it’s nearly 30 years since then. In 2000, when determining the second —grade cultural relics in Anshan
Museum, |’m very gratified that the cultural relics are still kept in good condition for condition limit
and without ideal care. But there are many big wares among this batch of furniture, and a harmonious
environment must be created for the furniture displaying. This should be especially considered for Anshan
Museum development in future, Along with the social development, the cultural course involving the one
of the cultural relic museum will be forging rapidly ahead. The cultural relic as the material object
witness to the development of a district’s history is absolutely necessary to understand and develop
specific character of cities, foster and enhance the quality of the people and mould their values. More
and more persons of insight and broad masses of the people are following with interest in protecting,
unearthing, studying and utilizing of cultural relics. For this, these two books being published should
be a great event being worth praising in the culture construction of Anshan.

(Guo Dashun, investigator, the former post was the Culture Department of Liaoning Province,

famous archaeologist)
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