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Brief Introduction

This book is a collection of prose and essays containing Wang Yongli’s 39
appealing masterpieces calling for truth, good and beauty. The articles are
interesting, meaningful and graceful; not only full of romanticism, but also of
powerfully critical realism. Wang has introduced many excellent Chinese traditional
cultures and famous sceneries to the world and has introduced many great
foreign things to China. In addition, his analysis of Chinese classical literature can
help readers understand the essence of human cultural inheritance. Having been

published in various newspapers, magazines and on his blog (blog.voc.com.cn/

wangyongli), these articles have a powerful influence.
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A Book on Beauty

By Bobert Flecher
President of America’s Strategic Book Publishing & Rights Agency

Beauty is life, and the discovery of it, is not only a philosophical proposition, but
also a truth in literary creation. Wang Yongli’s Upstreaming is a book about beauty
and how to find beauty from life.

Mr. Wang Yongli, a prominent writer, has written eleven books. His English
novels Resuming A Secular Life, Scented Apricot Flowers and, The Hell and the
World are not only full of the beauty of romanticism, but also the powerfulness of
critical realism. His bilingual poetry anthology The Songs of Harmonization — For the
Existence Partners of Human Beings calls for the protection of all rare animals are
on the edge of extinction and expresses his deep love for them. These poems are
exquisite, graceful and composed of rhythmical verse. English readers enjoy these
works | have mentioned across the world. His Chinese works sum more than two
million words. Chinese versions of his novels No Longer Lonely, The Apricot Flowers
Send forth a Delicate Fragrance and, A Buddhist Monk Resumed a Secular Life, are
enjoyed by Chinese readers in Singapore, Hong Kong, Taiwan and Mainland China.
He was the winner of “The Top Ten Best Poets of China” by Poem Press in 2009, “100
Outstanding Broadcast and Television Theorists of China”, and his bilingual poetry
collection The Songs of Harmonization — For the Existence Partners of Human Beings
won the Best Book Prize of the New Year in 2013. Wang Yongli’s prose, articles and
essays have been published in various newspapers, magazines and on his website
(blog.voc.com.cn/wangyongli). They are enjoyed by readers and internet fans, and
have a powerful influence. More than two million have visited his website.

Upstreaming is the collection of Wang Yongli’s prose and essays, and contains
his articles, a total of 39, which are deeply praised by readers as “boutiques and

representatives”, and have been selected from his massive works.
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The narrative prose works are fascinating, amazing, based on life and full of
romanticism.

Beauty is nothing, but life, and in order to find beauty, one must come from life,
and carry on the careful observation of life. Wang Yongli is a journalist and often has
the chance to visit every part of Mainland China and other countries in the world
to interview people or to cover events. He lives long-term together with the people
he meets and so fully understands their concerns. At the same time, with careful
observation he has discovered the beauty in life. “Dating the Wrong Girl” is an
interesting story, where both the boy and girl made a misidentification. In the story,
“I” finally had no courage to pursue the wrong girl, nor to run after the right girl who
was late for the date. It reflects the shy romance of Chinese life in the early eighties
last century. “Fang”, from “The Village Has a Girl Named Fang” is so lovely that her
simple beauty and kind character are impressive to the boys from city. However,
although the “educated youth” and “Fang” share some affection for each other,
finally their love has to be repressed. This story is impressive.

The articles are full of wisdom, love and the pursuit of truth, good and beauty.

It is difficult to find Chinese people’s wisdom and love in western works, but
it is on clear display in Wang Yongli’s works. “Visiting White Horse Temple and
Experiencing the Power of Buddhist Transmission” has a powerful influence. It not
only helps westerners to understand the origin and development of Buddhism in
China, but also helps them to understand karmic theory and the idea of using peace
to win the constant support of people and how this occupies an important position -
in Chinese culture. “Visiting Pingyao and Experiencing Sincere Spirit” interprets
the first cheque book in the world—the spirit of Chinese innovation, and helps
foreigners understand the spirit of good faith among Chinese people. “The Scenery
of West Lake in the Rain” refers to the most famous and beautiful park in China. The
author finds a girl wearing an umbrella hat crossing the lake in the rain, which forms
a wonderful visual in the mind. Loving nature is a traditional concept of Chinese
aesthetics. Man is an integral part of nature in Chinese philosophy and in Wang
Yongli’s prose. “Enjoying Rime in Jilin”, “Visiting Mount Langya in Winter” and other
essays, are interpreted and reflected upon. The pursuit of truth, good and beauty is
the main subject in his every article.

The author, by recording his gratitude of life from tiny things finds true
meaning.

Wang Yongli, repeatedly finds true love, true feeling, true meaning and a



profound truth from ordinary little things. In Upstreaming, the author found that
the boatmen, at the moment their wooden boat started to leak, did not panic, but
quickly fixed the leak and made great efforts to drag the boat against the current.
If this was life he thought it would be like the sail against the current with the
more spectacular scenery to be seen upstream. This conclusion is reasonable and
natural. In “The British Are Good People”, from three tiny things the author found
the ordinary British people kind, hospitable and helpful and expressed his gratitude
to these kind characters. In “My Teacher Ms. Ren Zongmin”, the author expressed
his gratitude to his teacher, and described some details about how the teacher
had helped him. These little things reflected the teacher’s diligent teaching and
educating spirit.

Finally, the author vividly describes many Chinese scenic spots, while his
appreciation of the excellent traditional culture of the country have exclusive
insights.

In this book, there are many essays introducing China’s historic interests and
scenic beauties, such as “Guilin’s Scenery is the best in the world” and “The scenery
of Yangshuo the best in Guilin” describing the scenery of the White Emperor City
and the magnificent Three Gorges of the Yangtze River. The author in detail vividly
describes the beauty of scenic spots so as to beckon foreigners to come as tourists.
In addition, the author wrote many essays on the appreciation of Chinese traditional
culture, such as “Appreciation of ‘The Palace of Eternal Youth’” and “Appreciation

”m

of ‘Peony Pavilion’”. He explains his profound theories in a simple language and has
exclusive insights so as to have foreigners understand and especially to help them
fully understand the essence of cultural human heritage.

In conclusion, this is a book about beauty and the discovery of beauty, which
can delight readers with strong aesthetic enjoyment, making them fondle admiringly.
It is not only beneficial for Chinese readers, but also for those foreign readers who

want to know China and Chinese people.
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