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If mountains can speak, they would probably be the wisest teachers we will ever have.

[ am often asked what I feel when I have successfully summited a mountain. People assume that I have
conquered nature or overcome the odds. I feel otherwise. In managing to reach the summit of a mountain,
I realise how insignificant one can be in the face of nature. Our footsteps on the mountain can disappear
by a single gust of wind on the mountain, our traces a faint physical memory. I discovered how important
photography is on rare experiences like this, as while our memory may fade, photographs last a lot longer.
Especially if these are great photos. One of the things I have learnt is also the potential for strong friendships

you make on the mountain, and how we can see the best and worst in people when one is pushed to the extremes.

I met Jun Jun while we were both climbing on Mount McKinley in Alaska in the summer of 2010. I was climbing
with my team mates from Singapore, while Jun Jun was in a group of Chinese climbers. We became fast friends,
as we have neither language nor cultural barriers. We shared lots in common; love for photography, respect for
nature, and the joy of meeting new friends in faraway and unexpected places. In climbing, friendships can be as

important as life and death, as one never knows when you become a savior, or being saved.

On the trip, [ knew that Jun Jun was the most enthusiastic among his team mates in taking pictures, as I always
see him with his large camera strung round his neck. Taking pictures on an expedition is never an easy task, as
it demands that on top of your usual duties of being a team member, ferrying loads, and long hours, you have to
muster that extra load of mental and physical energy to take pictures. A photographer is often the earliest to rise,
and latest to rest, and these challenges get compounded on a long, arduous and difficult expedition. Through my
conversations with Jun Jun, I knew that he was really serious and passionate about making his pictures tell a

thousand words, and his attitude towards photography was as important as climbing the mountain itself.

It was only recently that I have finally gotten a glimpse of Jun Jun’s pictures. One can never judge a book by
its cover, but 1 was really astounded and impressed by his breath and depth. The colors, the moments, the
composition were subconscious of the strong emotions that exist within Jun Jun’s photographs. His photographs
are pure poetry, and [ was immensely touched. If Jun Jun was in the profession of photography instead, I have

no doubt he would do extremely well.

I am honored, and through good fate, given the chance to know Jun Jun, know his stories, his passion and his

motivations.

[ wish him well on his future trips, and may we never stop exploring.
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