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Preface

I am very pleased that, under the supervision of Professor Tang Weisheng, es-
says from Narrative continue to be translated into Chinese and published in what I
have come to think of as Narrative East. This publication plays a very important role
in the journal’s ability to fulfill its mission to disseminate cutting-edge research in nar-
rative theory internationally. The journal is fortunate to have many readers and con-
tributors from around the globe, but China is the only country that regularly translates
and publishes some of its essays.

Since the appearance of the first set of translations in 2009, narrative theory has
continued to develop in several notable ways. Existing approaches to narrative such
as the rhetorical, the feminist, and the cognitive have extended or deepened their in-
quiries, and unnatural narratology has drawn increasing interest. At the same time,
narrative theory has continued to pay more attention to narrative across the disci-
plines, with perhaps especially noteworthy developments in what has come to be
known as narrative medicine. In addition, narrative theory has continued to engage
with the issues raised by the phenomenon of narrative in different media, with special
attention to graphic narrative and television narrative.

As the editor of Narrative, 1 am pleased and proud that the journal has played an
important role in contributing to these developments in narrative theory, and I look
forward to the conversations in our field and in our pages over the next five years. I
also look forward to continuing the dissemination of these conversations in China

through Professor Tang Weisheng’s good work on the Chinese edition of the journal.

y/ -

James Phelan,

Distinguished University Professor of English
Ohio State University

Editor, Narrative
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