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Unit One

Reading | = REE T E
- Qkills l Three Reading Strategies

FiESRE—EMNHN, XTARMNEN, HZRBARH
TR, WERTERAEM, B, ERAMARE,

I B&iE

KT TERLEHRERSORE, HYRAXMITE, B
HUINTH A

1. EEMEERSEE, ERAEPEIRMFEER
REHROEMEE, ARECE Y, W, BY, —EEMA
&, WA, SRS,

2. REWH M, BXALHFr, TEEEXRBIFE o
RREVEE., HEHEREMERES, KE. SREEEN
A iE (because, however, as a result, therefore %), i, T EH
A F, REUKFSWEISISHEBLRE.

1) This long waterway called the English Channel, is about

560 kilometres in length, and its greatest breadth, between Ushant

(an island near the northwest coast of France) and the Scilly Isles off
Cornwall, is about 190 kilometres,

2) If they knew how difficult it was to drill through the hard

rock, they would lose heart.

3. BRMAE -MEERAL2EES EREMESR.
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Presidents of the United States

The Unitad States has had thirty-five presidents. Grover Cleveland

was clected as our 22nd and 24th president.  The State Department (154 757)

has ruled that hc must be counted twn This means that the office of
president has b*en ﬁll\,d by thmy—ﬁve dlﬁerent men, that Lyndon Johnson

is our 35th presidarnt.

Thz first president, George Washington, took office in 1789. He

served two terms that ended in 1797. When he died, he was mourned
here and abroad as onz of the great men of the time. He was buried at
his home at Mount Vernon, Virginia, which is just outside Washington
D.C. Ninz of our presidents have been elected for two terms. Franklin
D. Roosevelt served three full terms. He was clected to a fourth term
in 1944. He died in 1945, and his term was completed by Harry Truman.

The shortest terim was served by William Henry Harrison who died one

month after he took office in 1841. Four presidents were killed while in

office. The first of these was our 16th president, Abraham Lincoln. He

was shot a few months after his inauguration and died at the age of forty-
nine. William Mckinley was assassinated in Buffalo, New York, in 1901.
John Kennedy was killed in Texas in 1963.

James Buchanan was the only bachelor (45 5;7) to be elected. He

was assiste®l in the social activities of the White House by a niece who is
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remembered for her gracious ({1 7%f#)) manner as hostess.
One of our presidents (Andrew Jackson) had been employed as a tailor

before he became president. Three of our presidents—Washington, Grant,
and Eisenhower—had been generals of the Army before they were elected.

Our 26th president, Theodore Roosevelt, had been a colonel ( #%)

in the Army before he was elected to serve as vice-president during William
Mckinley's ;r;—of office. After President Mckinley was assassinated,
Theodore Roosevelt automatically became president. It was in this way
that he became the youngest man ever to be called upon to fill the presi-
dency. He was forty-three at the time he was chosen.

The state of Virginia is known as the ‘Presidents’ State.” Eight of

our presidents were born in Virginia and seven were born in Ohio. Some

of our presidents will be remembered by future gcnerations as great men

of their times.
1) The subject of this short article is

a) about the life of American presidents
b) about the history of American presidents
c) about great statesmen of the United States
d) an introduction of American presidents
2) The main idea of this short article is that

a) some of the American presidents were great men in history

b) most of the American presidents came from the state of Virginia

¢) American presidents come from different places with different social
backgrounds

d) from George Washington to Lyndon Johnson, there were altogether
36 presidents in the United States

IL #H

MAFENRER ISR ERTEENRFE, RITE4A
BT & AT R A
1. BRZALAFRENER, BIHERBHE D,
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) i R WP A R, U IR B BT BRI A £
J&Hﬁ]ﬁff BTSN
3. RIEMEFEEMERGHE. AY, A, B, BR,
) EREESHAELNESE. NETRAY, NEE
B BABHIE; B TEE R, NiEEEEERER, @ i,
on, at, after, when %, LIRFRWHT; ETHRER R E
& because, since, as a result 257 iE,

4. AERFAERESE, sl fuEeXF

N

D8R3] Z DA 48 Br 4R ) (R B 2L ) T T 2 Bovk, R VA i IE
x:

1) When did Shakespeare buy his house in Stratford?
There has been much idle talk about Shakespeare’s married life. The

. T

s.mple facts are that he left his wife at Stratford (their son, Hamlet, died
and was buried therz in 1596 and there is no evidence that his wife ever
joined him during his stay in London), that no children were born to them
after 1585, that about 1611 he moved his wife and children into New Place,
the fine house in Stratford that he had bought in 1597, and that he joined
them there and died in that house in 1616.

a) 1585

b) 1596

c) 1597

d) 1611

2) What served as the post office at the Cape of Good Hope?

At the southern tip of Africa there was once a post office. In the
old days the route from England to India was around the Cape of Good
Hope. The journey was stormy and dangerous. It took six long months.
Sailors often wished to send mail home, but they seldom met ships sailing
back to England. So at the cape the sailors would go on shore. They
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headed for a certain large stone. On the stone were the words ‘Look
hereunder for letters.” They would leave their letters there, knowing that
the next homeward-going ship would stop and pick them up.

a) A mailbox.

b) A large stone.

@) A ship.

d) A tall tree.

L. i

B S MBESCER AT, ORI R . AR
BEERUTILA:

1. MEMEEEEERNE, CEEERER N REE. Hik
RETI@IE.

2. e, MEEPERUSXENFER.

3. BT E MR YT, WMBEFETE, TXEHE
AT LA B S

4. TRT—RNERRLEENE, TR ELRE.

5. EFHEH AR mERXBRN TR Fl
MTEREFR LR RENER, —RE-1EH MAEZE
) B B

Cars travel / on the right side / of the road / everywhere / in the
United States.

[(HI=IRE TP —BESCE S AR, REkEHYE.
Hostels (2575 jiz f&r) offer the traveler to America an even less expensive
place to stay than the places discussed above. Hostels can be found around
the world and are usually used by students and other young people. They
provide not only an inexpensive place to stay, but also give young people
a chance to make new friends from other countries as they travel. While

hostels may not offer the most comfortable rooms, they are convenient,
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inexpensive (usually charging less than $5 per person per day), and because
they are attractive (FI%5|/J#)) to traveling students and young people,
hostels are generally friendly places.

Reading

Passages (A) The Symbolic Process

[1] The process by means of which human beings can aibitrarily
make certain things stand for other things may be called the symbolic
process.

[2] Everywhere we turn, we see the symbolic process at work.
Stripes on the sleeve can be made to stand for military rank; rings of
gold or pieces of paper can stand for wealth; crossed sticks can stand
for a set of religious beliefs. There are few things that men do or
want to do, possess or want to possess, that have not, in addition
to their mechanical or biological value, a symbolic value.

[3] All fashionable clothes, as Thorstein Veblen has pointed out in
his Theory of the Leisure Class, are highly symbolic: materials, cut, and
ornament are dictated only to a slight degree by considerations of
wanﬁth, comfort or practicability. The more we dress up in fine
clothes, the more we restrict our freedom of action. But by means
of fashionable clothes, high heels and other things, the wealthy classes
manage to symbolize, among other things, the fact that they don’t
have to work for a living. On the other hand the not-so-wealthy,
by copying these symbols of wealth, symbolize their belief that even
if they do work for a living, they are just as good as anybody else.

[4] With the changes in life, many changes have taken place in our
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ways of symbolizing social status. Except for evening and party wear,
fashionable clothes nowadays are often designed for outdoor life and
therefore stress comfort, informality and above all freedom from the
conventions of business life — hence the gaily colored sports shirts
for men and pants for women.

[5]1 Food is also highly symbolic. Specific foods are used to sym-
bolize specific festivals.  For example, moon cakes are eaten to
celzbrate the Chinese mid-autumn festival as the Chinese think that on
the Mid-Autumn Day (August 15th of the lunar year), the moon is
at its brightest.

[6] We sclect our furniture to serve as visible symbols of our taste,
wealth, and social position. We often choose our houses on the ba-
sis of a feeling that it ‘looks well’ to have a ‘good address’. We trade
in perfectly good cars for later models not always to get better trans-
portation, but to give evidence to the community that we can afford
it. -

[7] The writer once had an eight-year-old car in good running

condition. A friend of his, a repairman who knew the condition of
the car, kept urging him to trade it for a new model. ‘But why ?’
the writer asked, ‘The old car’s in fine shape still.” The repairman
answered scornfully, ‘Yeah, but what the hell.  All you've got is
transportation.’

[8] Recently, the term ‘transportation car’ has begun to appear in
advertisements, for example, ‘4B Dodge — Runs perfectly well:
transportation car. Leaving, must sell. $100° (Classified section of
the Pali Press, Kailua, Hawaii). Apparently it means a car that has

no symbolic value and is good only for getting you there and bringing



