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Gentlemen,

In speaking to you, men of the greatest city of the West,
men of the State which gave to the country Lincoln and
Grant, men who preeminently and distinctly embody all that
is most American in the American character, I wish to preach
not the doctrine of ignoble ease but the doctrine of the
strenuous life; the life of toil and effort; of labor and strife;
to preach that highest form of success which comes not to the
man who desires mere easy peace but to the man who does
not shrink from danger, from hardship, or from bitter toil,
and who out of these wins the splendid ultimate triumph.

e The timid man, the lazy man, the man who distrusts his

_:5 country, the overcivilized man, who has lost the great
fighting, masterful virtues, the ignorant man and the man of
d, whose soul is incapable of feeling the mighty lift




that thrills “stern men with empires
these, of course, shrink from seeing the nati
new duties; shrink from seeing us build a navy and army*
adequate to our needs; shrink from seeing us do our share of a
the world’s work by bringing order out of chaos in the great,
fair tropic islands from which the valor of our soldiers and
sailors has driven the Spanish flag. These are the men who
fear the strenuous life, who fear the only national life which
is really worth leading. No country can long endure if its
foundations are not laid deep in the material prosperity which
comes from thrift, from business energy and enterprise, from
hard unsparing effort in the fields of industrial activity; but
neither was any nation ever yet truly great if it relied upon
material prosperity alone. All honor must be paid to the
architects of our material prosperity; to the great captains of
industry who have built our factories and our railroads; to the
strong men who toil for wealth with brain or hand; for great
is the debt of the nation to these and their kind. But our debt
is yet greater to the men whose highest type is to be found in
a statesman like Lincoln, a soldier like Grant. They showed
by their lives that they recognized the law of work, the law of
strife; they toiled to win a competence for themselves and
those dependent upon them; but they recognized that there
were yet other and even loftier duties—duties to the nation
and duties to the race.

I preach to you, then, my countrymen, that our country
calls not for the life of ease, but for the life of strenuous
endeavor. The twentieth century looms before us big with the
fate of many nations. Let us therefore boldly face well andi
manfully; resolute to uphold righteousness by deed and by e
word; resolute to be both honest and brave, to se igh




practical methods. Above all, let us shrink
moral or physical, within or without the

| tion; provided we are certain that the strife is justified; for
? it is only%xrough strife, through hard and dangerous endeavor,
g that we shall ultimately win the goal of true national greatness.
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trope /'tropik/ adj. K
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[ &) shrinkage n. W44
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