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Introduction

In this unit, you will:

« Learn how to talk about a song and its singer.

« Learn about glory and struggle in the music industry.

« Learn how to start a conversation with someone new at an
international conference.

« Improve your speaking skills with professionals.

« Learn to appreciate the lyrics of some famous songs.
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Lead-in

Watch a video clip of Adele’s songs Rolling in the Deep and Someone Like You. Work in pairs.
Discuss the following questions with each other and then share your answers with the class.

(1) How do you feel when you first hear Adele’s Rolling in the Deep?
(2) What is the main idea of the song Someone Like You?
(3) What do you know about these songs and Adele?

Module 1 Learn to Talk

In this part, you are going to learn to make some comments on people who
pursued their goals in the music industry. Then you are going to practise listening for
some key information in an article about a singer.

TITERNAEY i1 <5 555 5

0. Listen to the dialogue, paying attention to how the two speakers make comments on

Adele.

Mark: Have you watched the live broadcast of 54th Grammy Awards Ceremony last night?
Lisa:  Oh, of course. It was just wonderful.

Mark: Who impressed you most?

Lisa: Adele. She was the biggest winner last night. She won six Grammy Awards in 2012 including

Album of the Year.
Mark: Yah, which songs do you like most?
Lisa:  Rolling in the Deep and Someone Like You.

Mark: Me too. The rhythm is strong, and melody is impressive, and the most touching part is the lyrics.

Lisa: | agree. With these two songs, she became the first living artist to achieve the feat of having two
top-five hits in both the UK Official Singles Chart and the Official Albums Chart simultaneously

since the Beatles in 1964.
Mark: You must be her huge fan, you know pretty much about her.
Lisa:  Absolutely, | read all the news about her, and | bought all her albums.
Mark: Indeed, Adele’s unique talent is a gift to music fans.
Lisa: | wish she could have a concert tour in China someday.
Mark: That’s what | hope too.
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@. Listen to the dialogue again, repeat it sentence by sentence.

@)’ Work in pairs. Talk with each other about your favourite musicians, singers
or songs, using the following expressions when necessary.

o@anguage Tips \\

e It was wonderful/ gorgeous/ fantastic...
® impress sb.

® You must be...

e | wish...

. Absolutely,

® a gift to sb.

UNIT 1

Q%efore You Listen

0. Do you know how to read the following proper names, words and phrases?
Try to read them aloud.

Proper Names J

Taylor Alison Swift Reading Pennsylvania Scott Kinsley Swift
Merill Lynch Andrea Singapore Texas

James Taylor Nashville Tennessee Grammy Award
Words and Phrases)

financial adviser descendant homemaker previously

mutual fund executive gender-neutral forge

pursue country chart nomination

(J
@ How can a singer become commercially and critically successful?

@. Can you name some famous pop singers in China? Say something about
them.
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%ile You Listen

What are the main factors for people to become successful in art career?

ﬂ. Listen to a short passage about Taylor Swift and choose the best answer to each
question below.

(1) Swift’s father, Scott Kingsley Swift, is a Merrill Lynch
A. president B. general manager
C. successful banker D. financial adviser
(2) What kind of job did her mother do before she became a homemaker?
A. Mutual fund marketing executive.
B. Composer.
C. Famous singer.
D. Primary school teacher.
(3) She received a Best New Artist nomination at the ~ Grammy Awards.
A. 2009 B. 2008 C. 2010 D. 2011

@. Listen again and discuss the following questions with a partner.

(1) Why was Swift named after James Taylor by her mother?
(2) Why did Swift move to Nashville when she was fourteen?
(3) Was her third single Our Song a big hit? Why?

U@fter You Listen

0. Role play

Interview: Work in pairs and prepare an acceptance speech and make a dialogue according to the
following questions. Then perform the speech and the interview in class.

Student A: Suppose you are awarded “the Student of the Year” in your school. Now you are
preparing the acceptance speech at the awards ceremony. The following model speech
is for your reference.

Ladies and gentlemen, and all distinguished guests, it is my great honor to accept this
award. | can’t believe that | have been selected as the Student of the Year. When | was
informed of my nomination, | couldn’t believe my ears. | am still not sure if | really deserve
this honor, because | know many of my classmates and schoolmates are more excellent
than I. There are so many talented people here. | am just the luckiest one among them.

I want to take this opportunity to thank those who help me and support me all the
time, and share with them the pleasure and honor of receiving this award. Thank you very
much, and | will try my best to achieve excellence in my future study.
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Student B: Suppose you are the host of the awards ceremony above, and interviewing him / her on the

spot. The following questions are for your reference.

e |t is not easy to become “the Student of the Year” in our musical school. The
competition is absolutely fierce. There are so many gifted students in our school. Not
only are they hard-working, but they also practise so many hours a day. How can you
make it? :

e What are the most important factors attributed to your success as a musical student?

® When did you start to practise the piano?

® Do you have any free time? How do you spend it?

® What kind of music can have a positive effect on people?

e It is extremely difficult to make a living in the music industry. Will you strive to
become an artist in this field after you graduate? Why or why not?

@. Group discussion

Work in groups of four. Each of you will have a cue card labeled A, B, C and D. Make your comment
on the card and share your ideas with your partners.

Card A
It is very difficult for art students to succeed in their career in a very short §
period of time. ;ﬁ
R N P R SR T TR R W AR A e R R TR v
Card B
The power of music is so strong that youth, in particular, are easily i
8

influenced by it. Musicians and singers should only create positive musical Z'
works.

&
A T T T A TR T T B Y e iy B e e Y A R IR S OR SRS
Card C
The success of an artist is closely associated with his / her proper name. f
RS B TR P ¥ S A ST R Sl A*"-'é’?‘-‘."%i‘.‘i?"i”"=’T:¢;$"i‘!‘»‘!‘.'§?’-€‘.ﬁa?-?"‘f"’$
Card D b
Some people are born to be artists, while others cannot be trained to ?
become one, no matter how hard they have tried. :;:4
H
£

N e e T B SO s T oy U gl T (e V| W QO P M e € T TR AT R T T TR S T

UNIT 1
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Module 2 Learn fo Read

In this part you are going to read two passages about musical artists and their
impact. After reading you are going to do some follow-up exercises to improve your
reading skills and enlarge your vocabulary.

R TR B e

g@efore You Read

0. Discuss the following questions with your partners.

(1) What does commercial success in music mean?
(2) Do you think musicians should pursue their Grammy Award dream? Why or why not?
(3) What should musicians focus on, popular entertainment or cultural impact?

@. Watch a video clip of the 54th Grammy Awards Concert. After watching and listening,
discuss with your classmates the questions below.

(1) How much do you know about Grammy Awards?
(2) What'’s your opinion of the Grammy Awards’ criteria?
(3) What is the most important quality of a successful musical work?

D¢ nile You Read

Read the following passage quickly and answer the questions beside the paragraphs.
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Commercial or Critical Success: the Grammy Awards

1. The famous Chinese-American
musician Mr. Tan Dun once said that the
Grammy Award was the life dream of
all artists in the music world. Grammy
Awards (originally called Gramophone
Award) or Grammy is an accolade by
the National Academy of Recording
Arts and Sciences of the United States to
recognize outstanding achievement in the
music industry. The annual presentation

ceremonyfeatures performances by prominent artists, and some

of the awards of more popular interest are presented in a widely

viewed televised ceremony.

2. Normally, there are four awards which are not restricted by
genre: Album of the Year is awarded to the performer and the
production team of a full album; Record of the Year is awarded
to the performer and the production team of a single song; Song
of the Year is awarded to the writer(s)/composer(s) of a single
song; Best New Artist is awarded to a promising breakthrough
performer who releases, during the Eligibility Year, the first
recording that establishes the public identity of that artist (which
is not necessarily their first proper release). Other awards are
given for performance and production in specific genres, as well
as for other contributions such as artwork and video. Special
awards are given for longer-lasting contributions to the music
industry.

3. The awards are voted on and decided by the Academy members.
In the voting rounds, Academy members are required to vote
based upon quality alone, and not to be influenced by sales,
chart performance, personal friendships, regional preferences or
company loyalty. The acceptance of gifts is prohibited. Members
are urged to vote in a manner that preserves the integrity of
the Academy. The Grammy Award is widely considered as the
highest achievement in music industry. Generally, most artists
who received the award feel greatly honored and proud.

4. However, the Grammy Awards has received criticism from

various recording artists and music journalists in recent years.

Glen Hansard, leader of the Irish rock group The Frames, stated

in 2008 that the Grammys represent something outside of the

real world of music “that’s fully industry based”. He said he

What is the Grammy
Award?

How many kinds of awards

are given? What are they?

eligibility i&E{E, A4

On what bases are the
Academy members required

to vote?

chart HFf 75
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wasn’t that interested in attending that year’s ceremony, even though he  What is the criticism of Glen
had been nominated for two different awards. It has also been criticized =~ Hansard on the Grammy
for generally awarding or nominating more commercially successful Award?
o . I
albums rather than critically successful aIbL.Jr.ns. Ina 2011 artlclle, os R —
Angeles Times writer Randall Roberts was critical of the nominations for

term “music industry”?
the 54th Grammy Awards. “The focus is still on the old music industry
model of cash-cow hits, major label investments and commercial radio.  cash-cow #&Ef}
Falling behind the times is nothing new for the Grammys, but once
they’ve lost sight of the artistry that makes music soar, they’ll not just be
irrelevant, they’ll be out of business”.
5. After winning the award, Vernon said in his acceptance speech,
“It’s really hard to accept this award. There’s so much talent out here
and there’s a lot of talent that’s not here tonight. It’s also hard to accept
because you know, when | started to make songs | did it for the inherent
reward of making songs, so I’'m a little bit uncomfortable up here.”
6. In an article for The Huffington Post, music executive and author Steve
Stoute criticized the Recording Academy and the Grammy Awards for
having “lost touch with contemporary popular culture” and noted “two
key sources” for it: “over-zealousness to produce a popular show that  over-zealousness i} 3 #.0»
is at odds with its own system of voting and fundamental disrespect
of cultural shifts as being viable and artistic.” Stoute accused them of  viable YJIS£n[ 471
snubbing artists with more cultural impact, citing respective losses by the
critical and commercial successes in Eminem’s The Marshall Mathers LP
(2000) and Kanye West’s Graduation (2007) in the Album of the Year
category, and stated:
7. “As an institution that celebrates artistic works of musicians, singers,
songwriters, producers and technical specialists, we have come to expect
that the Grammys upholds all of the values that reflect the very best in
music that is born from our culture. Unfortunately, the awards show
has become a series of hypocrisies and contradictions, leaving me to  hypocrisies Hth
question why any contemporary popular artist would even participate.
We must acknowledge the massive cultural impact of Eminem and Kanye
West and how their music is shaping, influencing and defining the voice
of a generation. It is this same cultural impact that acknowledged the
commercial and critical success of Michael Jackson’s Thrillerin 1984”.

v@fter You Read

Based on the information you have read, discuss with each other the following questions.

(1) What kind of music do you think should be recognized by the Grammy Awards?
(2) Do you agree that the Grammy Awards represents the highest achievement in the music industry?
Why or why not?
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