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Abstract

It is not only the urgent need for enhancing the overall efficiency of the national
economy and promoting the stable development of the national economy in China, but
also is the requirement for constructing the socialistic harmonious society and realizing
the social equity, to promote the regional development coordinately with narrowing the
gaps among regions. Since the founding of New China, we have made unremitting ef-
forts to narrow the disparity between the western regions and the eastern coastal areas,
aimed to coordinate the development among the three major economic zones. Especially
since the Strategy of Western Development, the western region has achieved the rapid
development of economy and society, under both the external driving of the national
longitudinal investment and the high—speed industrialization, but today there is still
the development gap between the western regions and the eastern areas, and the gap—
narrowing speed is getting slower.

Based on this, there can’t help but produce such questions: what is the funda-
mental reason for the development gap between the western regions and the eastern
earns? Whether is the model of development sustainable relying on the large—scale in-
vestment in the western region? Once the external force disappearing, will the western
region continue to develop quickly, or stand still, or return to the poverty and back-
wardness?

The answers to these questions may be depending on the construction of regional
self-development capability in the western region.

It is the fundamental requirement for achieving economic and social development
sustainablly and healthly in the western region, and thus promoting the regional devel-
opment coordinately with narrowing the gaps among regions, to build the capacity of
self— development in the western region. In July, 2010, CPC Central Committee

stressed in a work conference that it is the critical period for promoting the western
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region’s development for the next ten years, and it must enhance the self—development
ability as the main line, to further the implementation of the western development
strategy. The 12th Five—Year Plan of The People’s Republic of China’s National Econ-
omy and Society Development put forward that clearly, for the in — depth
implementation of the Western Development Strategy, we should enhance the capacity
of self—development by developing science, technology and education vigorously. Thus
since the new round of large—scale development of the western region deepening, the
focus of western region development turns from ecological restoration and
reconstruction and infrastructure construction, to enhancing western regions’ ability of
self = development. In this new situation, it has important theoretical value and
practical significance to explore the self —development capabilities in the western re-
gion.

This paper focuses on the theme of the promotion of western region’s self—devel-
opment ability, using literature analysis, comparative analysis, historical analysis,
specification analysis & empirical analysis combining qualitative analysis and quantita-
tive analysis combining analysis to expand research further. In this paper, the innova-
tive points that may be existing are the following:

Firstly, the concept of regional self-development capacity is be defined scientifi-
cally in this paper. There argues that the regional self-development capacity is a com-
prehensive concept, which emphasizes the use of various resources to achieve regional
endogenous development in an open environment, relying on its own strength of re-
gional system. Its essence is the ability to optimize the allocation of a variety of re-
sources with the regional systems’ own strength.

Secondly, in the analysis of the regional self — development stagical
characteristics, we divide the promoting process of regional self —development level
into four stages: an initial capacity stage, the lower level of self—development capacity
stage, the higher level of self—development capacity stage and a complete self—devel-
opment capacity level stage. By describing the performance of a region in various sta-
ges, we answered indirectly that “what kind of development state is realized for that,
it is considered to have the self—development ability for a region?”

Thirdly, the theoretical model of the formation mechanism for the regional self—
development capacity is built in this paper. The bearing bodies of regional self-devel-
opment capacity include intra—regional enterprises, families, local governments and

non—governmental organizations, in addition to the above four categories of actors, the
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promoting bodies include the Central Government and other regions. Intra—regional en-
terprises, families, local governments and non—governmental organizations play the
basic roles in the formation process of regional self—development capacity, the driving
force from the Central Government and other regions play roles through intra—regional
actors, to speed up or slow down the rate of formation of the self—development capaci-
ty.

Fourthly, we provide the strong evidence for that western regions’ self—develop-
ment capacity is low, by building regional self —development capability evaluation
index system, and then doing the comparative analysis for the self~development ability
of the eastern region, the central region and the western region. We have found the
deep—seated reasons for the long—term existence of the development gap between the
eastern region and the western region, and provided a new perspective for the realizing

the regional development coordinately.

Key words: Regional Self-Development Capacity; the Ability of Configure Op-
timally Resources by Oneself; the Generation Mechanism; Western Region;

Evaluation and Analysis
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