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rerward | A Refreshing Breeze

Yin Dingbang

Prof. and former Dean of the Design College of Guangzhou
Fine Arts Institute
Deputy Chairman of China Industrial Design Association

Upon approaching Wudang Mountains, | am feeling a refreshing breeze blowing in my face. This is a
refreshing breeze from the Fine Arts and Design Department of Shiyan Technical Institute of Hebei
Province, a pilot specialty of teaching reform approved by the State Ministry of Education, a refreshing
breeze from a group of young teachers and students who have just entered the gate of wisdom in the
education reform.

This blast of refreshing breeze is not light; it seems swift but gentle; it is eminent but from the grass root,
revealing a touch of Taiji style, which is the concept at corn of Taoism.

This album of paintings in front of me is flying its own colors in the booming artistic world. The painters
try to build their own setup based on the actual social life, on the cultural heritage of Chinese history and
the spirit of the contemporary era. The album of the paintings has not covered each and every aspect of
arts but all paintings are linked with each other, from which | can se the creative works of a new generation.

As a painter of fifty-years’ experiences, | feel happy and joyous facing such an excellent album of paintings,
just like a refreshing breeze blowing into my heart. It is my sincere hope that it would bring more benefit
to your future artistic works if the teachers and students follow with more interest the development of
national economy, technology and people’s life. If more and more artists do as the young painters of
Shiyan Technical Institute have done, | believe such a refreshing breeze of art will prevail the whole
country.

The above is my forward to this album of paintings.
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Introduction

Knocking at the Gate of
the Artistic Palace

“If you wish to have an authentic
knowledge of the history, you
have to ponder over the continu-
ity of the civilization, thinking over
what should be passed on to the
future generations and what we
should not hand down to the
descendants; and we must be
aware of what is conceivable
when we pass on something to
the future generations. Only in the
secular tradition can human’s be-
havior have lasting value and

significance.”

By Stephen Owen
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With pious hearts we knocked gently at the gate
of wisdom of the Orient Wise Men and the West-
ern Sages in the historical gallery. We are experi-
encing the understanding and consideration to the
spirit of upholding knowiedge, systematic learn-
ing and scholarship with a spirit of tracing to the
source of arts. This is a spirit of humanism which
has been accumulating, circulating, flowing and
bringing benefit in the past 20 years in the Fine
Arts and Design Department of Shiyan Technical
Institute in Hubei Province------ a piiot specialty of
teaching reform approved by the State Minisiry of
Education.

Shiyan City is situated in the northwest of Hubei
Province, bordering on Henan and Shaanxi Prov-
inces and Chonggqging City. The east section of the
Daba Mountains is meandering in the south and
the Qinling Mountains provide a protective screen
for the city. The 400-km-long Wudang Mountains
rise up in the land of the city and the Hanjiang River
flows across the city. Shiyan was an ancient town
and in the long history the inhabits first followed
the Chu (the short name for Hubei province) cul-
ture and then the civilization in the place was in-
fluenced by Qin (the short name for Shaanxi
Province), Bashu (the short name for Sichuan
Province) and Central Plains cultures. Because of
the mingling of different cultures and the co-ex-
isting of natural scenery and historical heritage, a
special local culture has come into being which
has such a feature: A place in Hubei but customs
and habits from Sichuan Province can be found;
along the Hanjiang River there is trace of Shaanxi
culture. Since the economic reform in 1978, great
changes have taken place on this ancient land. In
the past 30 years, in the valleys a garden-like mod-
ern industrial city has shaped up as the resuit of
the building of Dongfeng Motor Corporatiaon. The
Fine Arts and Design Department of Shiyan Tech-
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nical Institute was founded during the develop-
ment of this new motor city.

The Fine Arts and Design Department was formed
by a group of young artists who came from differ-
ent parts of the country and graduated from dif-
ferent fine arts universities. These teachers,
though at different ages, with different life experi-
ences and from different ages, with different life
experiences and from different majors of arts, had
a common ideal —to build an artistic palace in this
remote mountain district. They had a firm belief
that the meaning of human life lies not only on
material enjoyment and knowledge learning, but
more importantly the creation and dissemination
of beauty and fine arts. With their pure natural gifts
these young artists were determined to build their
own town—a home of artists.

In the remote valleys this group of young artists,
with their free and natural perception, have pur-
sued a deep sensation of the natural beauty of Mt.
Wudang and the Hanjiang River and the profound
knowledge of Buddhism artists have studied the
ancient The Book of Songs, the folk songs in Hubei
and Shaanxi Provinces, ancient buildings in the
Ming and Qing Dynasties ('1 368-1911 AD), the eti-
quette of tea service in the juncture of Shaanxi and
Sichuan Provinces and the local pottery art.

In the development of art, humanity has always
pondered over and become aware of the true
meaning of life. When this conception is raised to
a new height, breaking through the perplex ion,
there would appear certain genes to give birth of
artistic things, even in a remote district.

This group of young artists have been trudging,

sometimes in a hurry, sometimes stopped
pondering, in the valleys of Wudang Mountains,
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