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BEFORE READING

1 Match the words with

the pictures. Use a

dictionary to help you.

[Iprince
[ statue
[ ] swallow
[ ]reed

[ I mayor
[Jangel

2 The Happy Prince is a fairy tale. What do you think happens?
Make sentences with the things from Activity 1.

- 0 QA 0 T o

g

The ...
The ...
The.. ...
The. ..
The . .
The . ..
The ...

is in love with the . .. .
is always happy.

cries a lot.

wants to go to Egypt.

.doesn't like theold . . . .

dies in the end.
comes down from the sky to find something.

Compare your ideas with a partner.



Chapter | % Happy and in Love
F—F RESEIL

In a country far away, a young prince lives happily in
the wonderful palace of Sans-Souci. Nothing sad comes
through the door of that palace. Every day he plays with
his friends in the palace garden. Every night he laughs
and sings with his friends in the biggest room in the
palace. Everything there is beautiful. But what about the
other people in his country? The prince doesn’t know
about them. He never leaves the palace or its garden. So
he never thinks about other people, and he never asks
any questions to learn about them. Everyone at the palace
calls him, ‘The Happy Prince.” And when he dies, they

make a statue of him.

palace

n. a big house
where a prince
lives

Sans-Souci
258 (3
%)

statue

n. a picture of a
person made of
metal or stone
R #8




colutm‘?m g The statue of the Happy Prince stands on a tall column
n.ata n

withastatueor  over the city. He has gold all over him from head to foot.
building on it

P His eyes are two sapphires, and there is a big red ruby in
sapphire his sword. All the people in the town love him.

i B ‘He’s very beautiful,” says one of the Town Councillors,
KEEE

‘but he can’t do very much.’
:':’Ce,.y expensive  When a little boy begins crying for something new to

stone that is . . i
el g play with, his mother says to him:

B e ‘Why can’t you be happy? The Happy Prince never
Samuclller thinks of crying for new things.’

n. an important
man that looks
after a town

B R




A sad, tired man looks up at the wonderful gold statue.
He says quietly, ‘Well, there’s one truly happy man in the
city. That's something!’

Some poor young students walk past in their red coats.
They see the sun on the prince’s sapphire eyes and they

say, ‘Look! He's an angel!’
Their teacher hears this, and quickly says to them, ‘What
are you talking about? What do you know about angels?’
‘We see them in our dreams,’ say the children.
‘Well stop dreaming then,” says their teacher angrily.

angel

n. avery good and
beautiful person;
in pictures they
often have wings
R

dream

n.&v. pictures
that you see in
your head when
you are sleeping;
to see pictures in
your head when
you are sleeping
L &



swallow

n. a bird that lives
in the north in the
hot months and
goes south in the
cold months of the
year

reed

n. a tall thin plant
that lives near or
in water

A g

F %

[\
)

< L‘.

Earlier that year, in the country far from the city, a little
bird, a swallow, meets a reed by the river. The reed is tall
and beautiful and the swallow likes her at once.

‘Shall I love you?’ he asks her openly. She says nothing,
but moves her head slowly up and down. The swallow flies
round and round her happily.

The other swallows laugh at him and his love, the reed.

‘She hasnomoney, and she comes from a very big family,’
they say. It's true. Lots of other reeds live with her near the
river. But the swallow doesn't listen to his friends. He likes
his summer love story.



When the summer finishes, the other swallows fly away

to Egypt. They leave the swallow with his love. After six
weeks with only the reed to talk to, he isn't very excited
by her any more.

‘She says nothing to me. Does she love me?’

The reed moves beautifully in front of him.

‘She loves her home, but I like visiting different countries.
So she must come with me.’

In the end, he asks her, ‘Come away with me!’

But the reed moves her beautiful head left and right. She
doesn’t want to leave her nice home by the river.

So the swallow says sadly, ‘All right. Then I'm going to
Egypt without you. Goodbye!" and he flies away.

excited
adj. happy, interested
At



READING CHECK
Match the characters from Chapter 1 with the sentences.

i

a 1he .prm.c.e never thinks about other people when
he lives in his palace.

B i R is now a beautiful gold statue.

¢ All the people in the city love .................. .

i F oMY 5 e loves someone tall and beautiful.
€ .................. lives near the river. (3)
| e R doesn’t want to leave home.

B e s wants to go to Egypt.

WORD WORK

1 Find words from Chapter 1 to match the pictures.




a Many swallows go to England in the

¢ The young prince is never ..................
with his friends.

d The swallow stays behind when the
swallows go to Egypt.

e Every day for six weeks the swallow flies .................. the reed. ‘

GUESS WHAT

What happens in the next chapter?
Tick two boxes to finish each sentence.

a The Happy Prince . . .
"1 [Ibegins to cry.

2 [ ]leaves his column.
3 [ ]talks to the swallow.

b The swallow . ..
1 [flies to Egypt.
2 [ Jtalks to the Happy Prince.
3 []feels sorry for the Happy Prince.




drop

n. a small round
piece of water
K

fall

v. (fell, fallen) to

g0 down suddenly
BT

strange
adj. not usual

ERELE

clear

adj. clean and
fresh, without
clouds or mist
iRl

tear
n. the water that
comes from your
eye when you cry
2821
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Chapter 2 % Why is it Raining?
ETE  NHHATHI?

All through the day the swallow flies, and at night he
arrives in the big city. ‘Where can I stay here? Where can
I find a bed to sleep in?’ he thinks, and then he sees the
statue of the Happy Prince on its tall column.

‘I can stay here,” he says, ‘From here I can look down at
the town and up at the open sky, too.’

So he sits between the feet of the Happy Prince, and he
looks about him. ‘Tonight I have a beautiful gold room to
stay in,” he says quietly, and then he begins to go to sleep.

Suddenly a big drop of water falls on him. Soon after
that, a second drop hits him on the head, too.

‘That’s strange. It's raining! Reeds like the rain but not
swallows.” he says. ‘I must find a better bed to sleep in.
This statue isn’t any good in the rain. But, wait a minute.
The sky's clear. I can’t understand it.’

Just then, when the swallow is opening his wings to fly
away, a third drop of water falls on him. The little bird
quickly looks up. And what does he see?

He sees the sad eyes of the Happy Prince. Tears are
running down the statue’s gold face, and falling down on
the swallow at his feet. The Happy Prince is crying! His
face looks very sad and beautiful, and the little bird feels
very sorry for him.

‘Who are you?’ asks the swallow.

‘I'm the Happy Prince,’ the statue answers.

‘Then why are you crying on me?’ asks the bird.

‘My name comes from happier times,’ says the statue,
and he tells the swallow all about those past days in the



Palace of Sans-Souci. ‘But now I'm dead, and I'm standing
up here. I have only a lead heart now. But I must cry
because — from here — I can see all the poor people and all
the ugly things in my city.’

‘So the statue isn't all gold,” thinks the swallow, but he’s
a bird from a good family, and so he says nothing to the
prince about it.

lead

n. very heavy grey
metal

45

heart

n. the centre
of feeling in
somebody

ugly

adj. not beautiful
E:R D]

1"



evening dress
clothes for women
for a particular
occassion

B ALAR

fever

n. when you get
very hot because
you are ill

R IR

12

Then the statue says quietly.

‘Far away there's a poor house in a little street. Near the
open window sits a tired woman at a table. She’s working,
and her hands don’t stop moving. She’s making an
evening dress for one of the young ladies at the palace.
It has beautiful red flowers on it. In a little bed across the
room from her, her son lies ill with a fever. He asks for



