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The Bedside Classics

of
Waerkd Literature, Philosophy and Psychology

Designed to make all English classic works available to all
readers, The Bedside Classics bring you the world’s greatest
literature, philosophy, psychology books that have stood the test
of time—at specially low prices. These beautifully designed books
will be proud addictions to your bookshelf. You’ll want all these
time-tested classics for your own reading pleasure. The titles of the

third set of The Bedside Classics are:

H.C. Andersen’ Fairy Tales by H.C. Andersen
Hamlet by William Shakespeare

Madame Bovary by Gustave Flaubert
Meditations by Marcus Aurelius

Purgatorio by Dante Alighieri

Quo Vadis by Henryk Sienkiewicz

Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare

Tales of A Thousand and One Nights (Volume 1)
The Art of Public Speaking by Dale Carnegie

The Best Plays of Bernard Shaw by Bernard Shaw

The Federalist Papers by Alexander Hamilton,
John Jay and James Madison

The Prince by Niccolo Machiavelli

The Wealth of Nations
by Adam Smith (Totally two volumes)

The Works of Guy de Maupassant
by Guy de Maupassant

Utopia by Thomas More

¥40.00
¥11.00
¥19.00

¥ 20.00
¥12.00

¥33.00
¥11.00
¥ 34.00
¥28.00
¥29.00

¥ 33.00

¥10.00

¥ 48.00

¥ 18.00
¥22.00

For the online order, please use the 2-dimentional bar code on the back
cover. If you have any suggestions, please go to the publisher’s weibo: http://
weibo.com/lrs 2009. Or visit the publisher’s web-side. Or call 024-23284321.



Marcus Aurelius

Marcus Aurelius (April 26 121 AD-17 March 180
AD) was a Roman Emperor from 161 to 180. He
ruled with Lucius Verus as co-emperor from 161 until
Verus’ death in 169. He was the last of the Five Good
Emperors, and is also considered one of the most
important Stoic philosophers.

Marcus Aurelius’ Stoic tome Meditations, written
in Greek while on campaign between 170 and 180, is
still revered as a literary monument to a philosophy of
service and duty, describing how to find and preserve
equanimity in the midst of conflict by following nature
as a source of guidance and inspiration.
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More classics to be soon published are:

ESSAYS BY RALPH WALDO EMERSON by Ralph Waldo Emerson
AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN by Benjamin Franklin
A DISCOURSE ON METHOD by Rene Descartes

PHAEDO by Plato

THE SCARLET LETTER by Nathaniel Hawthorne

KIM by Rudyard Kipling

THE STORY OF MANKIND by Hendrik van Loon

THE TIME MACHINE by H. G. Wells

THE ESSAYS OF ARTHUR SCHOPENHAUER by Arthur Schopenhauer
PASCAL'S PENSEES by Blaise Pascal

THE PILGRIM'S PROGRESS by John Bunyan
TOTEM AND TABOO by Sigmund Freud
STORY OF MY LIFE by Helen Keller
JEAN-CHRISTOPHE Vol. | by Romain Rolland
WAR AND PEACE by Leo Tolstoy



General Preface

Millions of Chinese are learning English to acquire
knowledge and skills for communication in a world
where English has become the primary language for
international discourse. Yet not many learners have come
to realize that the command of the English language also
enables them to have an easy access to the world literary
classics such as Shakespeare’s plays, Shelley’s poems,
mark Twain’s novels and Nietzsche’s works which are an
important part of liberal-arts education. The most important
goals of universities are not vocational, that is, not merely
the giving of knowledge and the training of skills.

In a broad sense, education aims at broadening young
people’s mental horizon, cultivating virtues and shaping
their character. Lincoln, Mao Zedong and many other
great leaders and personages of distinction declared how
they drew immense inspiration and strength from literary
works. As a matter of fact, many of them had aspired to
become writers in their young age. Alexander the Great
(356-323 B.C.) is said to take along with him two things,
waking or sleeping: a book and a dagger, and the book
1s Iliad, a literary classic, by Homer. He would put these
two much treasured things under his pillow when he
went to bed.



Today, we face an unprecedented complex and
changing world. To cope with this rapid changing world
requires not only communication skills, but also adequate
knowledge of cultures other than our own home culture.
Among the most important developments in present-day
global culture 1s the ever increasing cultural exchanges
and understanding between different nations and peoples.
And one of the best ways to know foreign cultures is
to read their literary works, particularly their literary
classics, the soul of a country’s culture. They also give
you the best language and the feeling of sublimity.

Liaoning People’s Publishing House is to be
congratulated for its foresight and courage in making
a new series of world literary classics available to the
reading public. It is hoped that people with an adequate
command of the English language will read them, like
them and keep them as their lifetime companions.

I am convinced that the series will make an important
contribution to the literary education of the young
people in china. At a time when the whole country is
emphasizing “spiritual civilization”, it is certainly a very
timely venture to put out the series of literary classics for
literary and cultural education.

Zhang Zhongzai

Professor

Beijing Foreign Studies University
July, 2013 Beijing
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INTRODUCTION

ARCUS AURELIUS ANTONINUS was born

on April 26, A.D. 121. His real name was M.
Annius Verus, and he was sprung of a noble family
which claimed descent from Numa, second King of
Rome. Thus the most religious of emperors came of
the blood of the most pious of early kings. His father,
Annius Verus, had held high office in Rome, and his
grandfather, of the same name, had been thrice Consul.
Both his parents died young, but Marcus held them 1n
loving remembrance. On his father's death Marcus was
adopted by his grandfather, the consular Annius Verus,
and there was deep love between these two. On the
very first page of his book Marcus gratefully declares
how of his grandfather he had learned to be gentle and
meek, and to refrain from all anger and passion. The
Emperor Hadrian divined the fine character of the lad,
whom he used to call not Verus but Verissimus, more
Truthful than his own name. He advanced Marcus to
equestrian rank when six years of age, and at the age
of eight made him a member of the ancient Salian
priesthood. The boy's aunt, Annia Galeria Faustina,
was married to Antoninus Pius, afterwards emperor.
Hence it came about that Antoninus, having no son,
adopted Marcus, changing his name to that which he 1s
known by, and betrothed him to his daughter Faustina.
His education was conducted with all care. The ablest
teachers were engaged for him, and he was trained in
the strict doctrine of the Stoic philosophy, which was
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his great delight. He was taught to dress plainly and
to live simply, to avoid all softness and luxury. His
body was trained to hardihood by wrestling, hunting,
and outdoor games; and though his constitution was
weak, he showed great personal courage to encounter
the fiercest boars. At the same time he was kept from
the extravagancies of his day. The great excitement
in Rome was the strife of the Factions, as they were
called, in the circus. The racing drivers used to adopt
one of four colours—red, blue, white, or green—and
their partisans showed an eagerness in supporting
them which nothing could surpass. Riot and corruption
went in the train of the racing chariots; and from all
these things Marcus held severely aloof.

In 140 Marcus was raised to the consulship, and in
145 his betrothal was consummated by marriage. Two
years later Faustina brought him a daughter; and soon
after the tribunate and other imperial honours were
conferred upon him.

Antoninus Pius died in 161, and Marcus assumed
the imperial state. He at once associated with
himself L. Ceionius Commodus, whom Antoninus
had adopted as a younger son at the same time with
Marcus, giving him the name of Lucius Aurelius
Verus. Henceforth the two are colleagues in the
empire, the junior being trained as it were to succeed.
No sooner was Marcus settled upon the throne than
wars broke out on all sides. In the east, Vologeses
[II. of Parthia began a long-meditated revolt by
destroying a whole Roman Legion and invading
Syria (162). Verus was sent off in hot haste to quell
this rising; and he fulfilled his trust by plunging into
drunkenness and debauchery, while the war was left
to his officers. Soon after Marcus had to face a more
serious danger at home in the coalition of several
powerful tribes on the northern frontier. Chief among
those were the Marcomanni or Marchmen, the Quadi
(mentioned in this book), the Sarmatians, the Catti,
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the Jazyges. In Rome itself there was pestilence
and starvation, the one brought from the east by
Verus's legions, the other caused by floods which had
destroyed vast quantities of grain. After all had been
done possible to allay famine and to supply pressing
needs—Marcus being forced even to sell the imperial
jewels to find money—both emperors set forth to a
struggle which was to continue more or less during
the rest of Marcus's reign. During these wars, in
169, Verus died. We have no means of following the
campaigns in detail; but thus much is certain, that
in the end the Romans succeeded in crushing the
barbarian tribes, and effecting a settlement which
made the empire more secure. Marcus was himself
commander-in-chief, and victory was due no less
to his own ability than to his wisdom in choice of
lieutenants, shown conspicuously in the case of
Pertinax. There were several important battles fought
in these campaigns; and one of them has become
celebrated for the legend of the Thundering Legion.
In a battle against the Quadi in 174, the day seemed
to be going in favour of the foe, when on a sudden
arose a great storm of thunder and rain the lightning
struck the barbarians with terror, and they turned
to rout. In later days this storm was said to have
been sent in answer to the prayers of a legion which
contained many Christians, and the name Thundering
Legion should be given to it on this account. The title
of Thundering Legion is known at an earlier date,
so this part of the story at least cannot be true; but
the aid of the storm 1s acknowledged by one of the
scenes carved on Antonine's Column at Rome, which
commemorates these wars.

The settlement made after these troubles might have
been more satisfactory but for an unexpected rising in
the east. Avidius Cassius, an able captain who had won
renown in the Parthian wars, was at this time chief
governor of the eastern provinces. By whatever means



