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Mark Dean Johnson
Professor of Art
San Francisco State University

For the past two decades, the arts journalist Yang Fang-chih has
been writing important stories about many of the artists of Chinese
ancestry who worked in the United States. Some of these artists
were born in China and are renowned there, while others are born
in America. A few of them are more closely associated with the
art history of the Republic of China - Taiwan, or Hong Kong and
Guangdong, or other areas of the People's Republic of China. Yet each
of them made an important contribution to both Chinese and American
artistic and cultural histories, and the development of transnational
expressions that have become almost common in the Twenty-first
centuries. These artists were the pioneers.

Her perspective on this history spans nearly a century, beginning
in the 1920s with the work of innovative cubist Yun Gee - who worked
in oil paint, and continues into the 1930s with artists like Nanying
Stella Wong and Dong Kingman, who were watercolor painters.
Kingman became the most famous person of Chinese ancestry in any
field during the mid-20th century, reminding us that the arts have often

been a site of wide-spread recognition of the importance of Chinese
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artists and their contributions to American culture. Tyrus Wong was
a leading force behind the Walt Disney 1942 animated film Bambi,
that is still a beloved part of almost every child's experience. Others
are less familiar, and we applaud Yang Fang-chih's for documentating
their achievement.

We also owe Yang Fang-chih our thanks for focusing our
attention on several women, like Jade Snow Wong - a groundbreaking
ceramics artist and author, and Tseng Yuho, who developed a unique
approach to Chinese painting she called dsui hua, where paper
mounting and collage techniques were used instead of ink. She also
provides an important perspective on renowned artists like Chang Dai-
chien and Au Ho-nien, and records the collections such as that of the
Yeh family, that represent another kind of contribution to the wealth of
the San Francisco Bay Area.

Yang Fang-chih's rich essays represent an elegant gathering of
Chinese artists in America, and a unique and internationally valuable
collection of thoughts about art and artists. We share these treasures

as we read this book.
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