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Preface

Ai Huaisen

A result of the collision of the Indian subcontinent and Eurasian
continent tectonic plates, the Gaoligong Mountains have been nurtured
by both maritime and continental climates, with their distinctive
populations of plants and animals. A wide variety of human cultures
also live in perfect harmony here. I have traveled thousands of miles
over mountains-and rivers, but never have I seen another mountain
like Gaoligong, so abundant in the depth and rich variety of colors,
mysteries and magnitudes. Many legends about plants, animals and

people take place in the mountains of Gaoligong every day.

The Gaoligong Mountains preserve the most beautiful, natural
broadleaved forests, the most complete vertical bioclimatic belt
spectrum, the most diverse vertical mountain vegetation types, the richest
biodiversity and the most endemic species in China. In the past 30 years,
it has been a region with the largest number of newly discovered fauna
and flora varieties. Tropical forests are also found at Gaoligong Mountain
Range. which are the highest latitude tropical forests in the world.

The mountains are the original home of the Rhododendron giganteum

(Big Tree Rhododendron), known as the King of Rhododendron, the
largest rhododendron in the world. The eastern and western sides of the
Gaoligong Mountains are home to 16 nationalities including Han, Yi, -
Bai, Dai, Lisu and Nu. Different folk cultures and religions contribute to

the varieties of Gaoligong Mountain Range.

Gaoligong Mountains have been a protected region more than
a thousand years. The nature reserve in Gaoligong Mountains in the
modern sense began in the 1960s. As early as in 1962, the Gaoligong
Mountains were designated as a national forest “no cutting”zone
and forestry management depots were set up in Bawan, Mangkuan.
Dahaoping. Qushi and Jietou. In 1983, the Gaoligong Mountain
Provincial Nature reserve was established with the approval of Yunnan
Provincial Peoples Government and three depots to manage the reserve
were set up in Baoshan, Tengchong and Lushui. In 1986, the State
Council approved upgrading the Gaoligong Mountain Nature reserve to
a national nature reserve. In 1992, the World Wildlife Fund designated

it a grade A protected area. In 1994, the Forestry Ministry approved
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implementation of the first phase of a comprehensive plan. Administrative
bureaus were set up in Baoshan City and Nujiang Prefecture to manage
the nature reserves in their respective jurisdictions. In April 2000, the
State Council approved upgrading the Nujiang Provincial Nature reserve
“in order to bring it into line with the administration of the Gaoligong
Mountain National Nature reserve. The preservation area after this
combination grew from 12.450,000 to 40.520.000 hectares. making it
the largest nature reserve in Yunnan. In 2000, UNESCO accepted it as
a Biosphere Reserves member. The reserve is part of the Three Parallel
Rivers of Yunnan Protected Areas, established in July 2003, and as such
is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. In 2006, it was named a national
forestry model reserve. In 2011 the Gaoligong Mountain National Park

was established at the southern part of the Gaoligong Mountains.

Since 2004. Gaoligong Mountain National Nature Reserve
Yunnan Baoshan Administrative Bureau have pioneered a new type of
conservation — using videos to protect Gaoligong Mountains. Videos
systematically record the various information of the mountain and

preserve the data comprehensively and in detail. The elegant, truthful

(Y

and intuitive images of the videos display for all to see the splendid
and magical beauty of the Gaoligong Mountains., the stories of the
mountain’s ecosystem, its wildlife and natural landscape. They also
demonstrate the value and importance of protecting the Gaoligong
Nature Reserve. The videos have greatly promoted the public’s
participation in natural conservation. Since the launch of the video
conservation work, fruitful achievements have been made and the

videos have had a broad impact both at home and abroad.

To better showcase the beauty of the Gaoligong Mountains and
the fruitful achievements of natural conservation. we have published
the One Thousand and One Faces of the Gaoligong Mountains picture
album series. The One Thousand and One Faces of the Gaoligong
Mountains are the 1001 themes and the 1001 stories of the Gaoligong
Mountains and each album tells a story of the Mountains. We hope that
the One Thousand and One Faces of the Gaoligong Mountains will
evoke the people’s love of nature and arouse them to enthusiastically
join in nature protection. We also hope the videos help more and more

people find their way back to nature.
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eet for the First Time in Spring

EmYERGF—HF, HATERATLA, FFEK
AR et 2l I, RENAHGY, EFEZ—dTAE
I, — AT AR R A, SR EEMARE], TR AR
W 69 B 56T 2K AR AL F = B 69 42 E Ao R

MV i AR, AR ARKAERR, FRME—A Y

oy RABRAAANY, HAERCARKT T2, HLLHF
SEREELE R Y LR R A daig

— (I ) A

Similar to a beautiful poem, a beautiful dream only be obtained by
chance, not by pray, coming up always at moments least expected:
[ like that kind of dream, in which everything could start again and
everything could take time to explain, even gratitude and ecstasy are

felt in my heart as if all wasted time could unexpectedly return.

My heart is overflowed with happiness because you're smiling in
front of me just as you were years back; a kind of dream [ really like.
knowing that-for my sake you've trekked thousands of miles. I still feel
lush grass fresh and fallen petals in profusion. as if you and I just had
met for the first time.

— Just Like Meet for the First Time, by Xi Murong
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Gaoligong Mountains, a World Biosphere Reserve

Gaoligong Mountains are beautiful. The valleys are covered with
evergreen broad-leaved forest; the ground is carpeted with wet dark-
green moss; the thousand-year old ivies are twining around the trees;
green usnea hangs down overhead from the branches of trees like a
mass of cloth fibers. The mountain is rich for its biodiversity —plants,
animals and people—are all thriving and prosperous there.

The uniqueness of Gaoligong Mountains is the diversified vertical
_zoning of plants, climates, soil and animals. The distance from the
lowest valley, 210 meters above sea level, to the highest Gawagapu
Peak, 5128 meters above sea level, is only 500 kilometers, but the
relative elevation is 4918 meters, which leaves people an impression
that different section of the mountains is in different season even on
the same day. From South-Asia’s tropical climate to the montane cool
temperate zone climate, a stereoscopic climate appears from the valley
to the summit. Gaoligong Mountains are abundant with species, plants
of the palaeoarctic and palaeotropical regions joined and transit there.
It is regard as a key area of the origin and evolution of world species.

The vegetation distribution of Gaoligong Mountains is of obvious
horizontal and vertical zoning feature because the mountain is high in
the north and low in the south, plus the influence of tropical monsoon
and the spatial variation of hydrothermal factors. From the valley to
the summit, there are 10 obvious mountainous vertical vegetation
types from valley savanna shrub and grass, warm coniferous forest,
monsoon evergreen broad-leaved forest, semi-humid evergreen broad-
leaved forest, mid montane humid evergreen broad-leaved forest,
cool-temperate needle-leaved forest, to summit mossy dwarf forest,
taiga. cold-temperate bamboo forest, cold-temperate shrub and alpine
meadow. The variety of vegetation makes Gaoligong Mountains a place
with abundant and diversified species.

Gaoligong Mountain was accepted by UNESCO as a Biosphere
Reserves member in October, 2000. It is part of the Three Parallel
Rivers of Yunnan Protected Areas, established in July 2003, and as such
a UNESCO World Heritage Site.



The Man and the Biosphere (MAB) Program of UNESCO is an
Intergovernmental Scientific Program launched in 1971 to promote
interdisciplinary research in a comprehensive way. It’s World
Network of Biosphere Reserves, the core part of MAB, provide for
protection, sustainable development, research and monitoring,
education and training. It combines natural and social sciences, basic
theories with applicable technologies, technicians, administrators,
policy makers and common people, and tries to conduct systematic
research of the structures and functions of biospheres at different
areas, predict the changes of biospheres their resources caused by
human activities and the consequence of these changes to human
being.

Biosphere reserves constitute a global natural protection network
established in different places as per bio-geographical provinces.
The Man and the Biosphere Committee divided the whole world
into 193 bio-geographical provinces (14 in China), and designated
different eco-systems in these bio-geographical provinces to be
Biosphere Reserves. Except the feature of a network, Biosphere
Reserve must combine nature reserve with scientific research,
environment monitoring, education and training, demonstration
and local people’s participation, to achieve biodiversity conservation
through protection of various ecosystems. Each Biosphere Reserve
has three characteristics:

e Firstly, it’s a protected typical environmental area, whose
protection value is recognized both nationally and internationally.
It provides scientific knowledge, technology and value for its
sustainable development.

e Secondly, all Biosphere Reserves constitute a global network
and share research information of ecosystem protection and
management.

e Thirdly, a Biosphere Reserve includes core protected areas,
which are strictly protected, buffer areas, which serves as research,

environmental education and training in peripheral regions and
the outermost transition areas or open areas, which often have
relatively large areas. Researchers, stakeholders and local people
may work closely together at the open areas to ensure the rational
development of natural resources in these regions.

At present, there are 14 research projects under the Man and the
Biosphere Program, which are:

1. Influence of increasing human activities to tropical and subtropical
forest;

2. Influence of different land use and management practices to the
ecology of temperate and Mediterranean forest landscape;

3. Influence of human activity and land use practice to pastures,
steppe savanna and grassland (from temperate to arid areas);

4. Dynamic influence of human activity to ecosystems in arid and
semi-arid zones, especially the effects of irrigation;

5. Influence of human activity to the value and resources of .
ecosystems at lakes, marshes, rivers, deltas, estuaries, bays and
coast areas;

6. Influence of human activity to montane and tundra ecosystems;
7. Ecology and rational use of island ecosystem;

8. Protection of natural areas and their genetic materials;

9. Ecological evaluation of pest control and use of fertilizers to land
and marine ecosystems;

10. Influence of major engineering construction to human being and
environment;

11. Ecological issues of city systems emphasized on energy
utilization;

12. Mutual effects of environmental change and the adaptation of
population numbers, and demography and genetic structure;

13. Knowing environmental quality;

14. Environmental Pollution and its Effects on Biosphere.



