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Our knowledge of the turtles of China has been slow to emerge, especially
considering the amazing diversity now known to inhabit the country. Of the 28 currently
recognized freshwater turtle species indigenous to China, a full 25% were described
within only the last 30 years. The recent interest in, appreciation of, and concern for
the turtles of China has its origins in the opening of China to the international food and
pet trades in the 1980s, which first brought the incredible diversity of and dire plight of
China’s turtles to the attention of the world. Since then scientists have been scrambling
to describe that diversity, and to solve what has been labeled as the “Asian Turtle Crisis”
-- the precipitous decline in China’s natural populations of turtles as a result of harvest for
food, the pet trade, and traditional medicines. Some species that were common in these
trades 30 years ago cannot now be found in the wild. Captive breeding programs around
the world have escalated in an attempt to ensure that these species do not disappear
into extinction. The global conservation organization, the Turtle Survival Alliance has
emerged as an international coalition of parties striving to save the turtles of China. But,
ultimately, the fate of the turtles of China lies in the hands of its people. If turtles are to
remain an important natural resource in China, both the people of China and the world
must be educated about turtles, their history, their biology, and their value in natural
habitats.

This book was written to fill this vital need, by my friend and colleague Ting Zhou,
and Professor Pipeng Li, both renowned Chinese turtle researchers. I have known the
senior author since her description of the enigmatic Cuora zhoui in 1990, and her many
previous books on the turtles of China qualify her as an expert of turtle biology. This
new work will clearly be a monument to her long-term turtle studies. It will serve as the
most comprehensive source of information available about Chinese turtles for scientists,
educators, and conservationists. It not only documents and illustrates profusely all of
the currently recognized species! of turtles in China, but also identifies and illustrates
each original type specimen, outlines the distribution of every species, summarizes
their biology, and provides an identification key to them. It also serves to document the
increasing threat of extinction of Chinese turtles. This book will be an extraordinally
valuable resource for the people of China as well as biologists from around the world,
and it is my sincere hope that it will help to slow the alarming decline in the natural
populations of China’s turtles.

Dr. John B. Iverson

Biology Research Professor , Department of Biology, Earlham Colleger,
Richmond Indiana 47374 USA
Turtle Survival Alliance - Board of Directors
IUCN Tortoise and Freshwater Turtle Specialist Group (TFTSG)- Steering
Committee and member of the Turtle Taxonomy Working Group
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