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To The Teacher (3rd Edition)

“Have you ever asked your students to note down how often and with whom they
speak English in their daily life?”

This question is to draw their attention to a fact — Limited time is actually used for
daily communication though they are English majors! Challenge to Speak is complied
with the purpose of helping students to build up good communication skills through
rigorous practice and various forms of language skill training. On the other hand, it
aims at guiding them to become familiar with the cultural context to which a language
naturally belongs. The goal is to attain fluency and appropriateness in the mastery of
the language. Meanwhile as a tool for communication, it should be understood that it is
necessary for them to master language skills to cover both Chinese culture and Western
culture. Many communication failures have much more to do with a lack of cross-
cultural understanding than with a lack of linguistic competence.

With the fast process of globalization and the rapid rise of China’s position today
in the international world, the Western world is showing increasing interest towards
China and its development. As English majors of intermediate or advanced level, it is
becoming more and more apparent that students need to further meet the challenge
of a demanding world. With a view to an appréciation and respect for cross-cultural
similarities and differences, this textbook hopes for a successful sharing of our own
culture as well as Western culture. We wish students to acquire a solid communicative
competence of this foreign language, be fully aware of the importance of understanding
Chinese and Western culture and its cross-cultural features in such a way that they will
be competent enough to introduce China’s rich culture and amazing developments to
the international world with ease.

The central idea of Book 1 and Book 2 is to challenge students to gain language
competence through the study of the culture of this language. Each unit makes full use
of a cultural issue with the aim to stimulate meaningful communication. Conversation
models are given to show students how to master appropriate functional patterns
in a wide range of social settings followed by varied forms of practice. In each unit a
topic has been selected for discussion, which can be carried out in forms of narration,

presentation, debate, argument or interview. These activities will be organized to




To The Teacher (3rd Edition)

guide them to communicative and linguistic competence step by step. Emphasis is
laid on collaboration with students working in pairs or in groups to create a sense of
community in the classroom with meaningful results.

The CCC method should work in this way:

Challenge to Speak Book 1 (Student’s Book) consists of 15 units. It is accompanied
with the Teacher’s Book and CD. Each unit is designed for 2-3 academic hours per week
for university English majors, normal university English majors, open university English
majors and all intermediate level learners of English.

Part A: Way to Speak

Three or four short dialogues are given as models in varied settings. Each unit
may have a focal setting, such as at the post office, at a sports meet, at the library, etc.,
but does not restrict the conversational context to that one situation. Actually use of
a comprehensive range of situations should be encouraged. The main task is to guide
your students to master appropriateness with different functional patterns and work on
basic communication skills.

Part B: Challenge to Speak

In this step, intense practice should be given for the various challenges given. These
exercises move from an elementary level to an intermediate one, from guided work
to free work. The purpose is to motivate pair work or group work without the teacher
monopolizing the classroom. Creative work is expected of students.

Part C: Topic to Discuss

Culture is the way of life that a group of people share. This is also shown in the
way people communicate with one another. Each couhtry has its own culture, and in
studying a foreign language we need to understand the similarities and differences
between the two cultures.

In this section practical cultural issues such as time and appointments, education,

money, lifestyle, dinner etiquette, etc. are presented for discussion. Challenge students




to explore their own cultural background and compare it with that of the English
speaking world, and become aware of the ways in which perception of communication
patterns are influenced by culture. These topics are expected to help them become more
culturally proficient by viewing the differences between two cultures.

Part D: Fun to Speak

This is a section to give space to relax and have fun. Short stories, jokes, plays,

songs, riddles and amusing activities will give the classroom a change of atmosphere.

Suggestions for the Teacher

1. The teacher should begin by CHALLENGING students to work face to face. Build
up a relaxed environment and encourage students to form eye contact and
overcome their shyness.

2. Students must come to class prepared. They need to PREVIEW the materials
before entering the classroom and think about the functional skills they are
expected to master.

3. LISTENING activities should be infused in studies. Please organize students to
listen to the CD. Emphasize forming the habit of listening with textbook CLOSED.

4. Cultural background is meant to give students further information to make their
discussions richer and fuller. Request students to “BROWSE” through it before
they come to class or go online for further information.

5. Request students to TAKE NOTES or make an outline as they prepare for
discussion of topics. This will help organize their thoughts and ideas. Their notes
are to be used for references, NOT to be read from.

6. Call students’ attention to make use of functional skills in their activities. There is
no special time or order of appearance of these skills. They should suit the situation
to make language more expressive. Have students build up an AWARENESS of
appropriateness in language.

7. Create a sense of community. Create emotional and intellectual connections in
the discussion. Encourage SHARING of views and fellowship and partaking in
MEANINGFUL work.

8. Do not RAMBLE on about grammar and language points unless absolutely
necessary.

9. ROLE PLAYING: Here, you play the part of the director, the helper and the
judge. The purpose is to make role play move from situational to creative, from
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restricted to meaningful. The dialogues should be modelled with good intonation
and appropriate body language to gain a good understanding of the understated
meanings. Create an environment that simulates reality and enables students to
understand the situation or event they are re-enacting. There are Supplementary
Dialogues in the Teacher’s Book for your reference.

10.DISCUSSION: This section covers different forms of oral activities through
narration, presentation, debate, argument and so on. Do creative and imaginative
work true to life. The discussion is meant to function knowledge, which .
covers propositional knowledge — knowing academic knowledge, procedural
knowledge — knowing how to acquire the skills, and conditiénal knowledge —
knowing the circumstance in which to use their skills.

11.There are 15 main topics for discussion. Make a careful selection for the term.
Discuss with your students what activities interest them most and encourage
them to take the initiative to organize some of their own activities. Each unit
holds a large amount of materials. You need to make a wise selection before class
according to your students’ level and class hours. Some activities can be used
as after-class assignments. Visual aids, props, pictures and CDs should be used
wherever possible.

12.Encourage students to SPEAK MORE after class or wherever possible. Organize
more after-class activities such as speech competitions, singing English songs,
reading poetry, putting on plays, etc. CHALLENGE!
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To The Teacher (2nd Edition)

To The Teacher (2nd Edition)

Have you ever asked your students to note down how often and with whom they
speak English in daily life? It is surprising what limited time is used by Chinese students
for daily communication in English. In an environment where there are hardly any
native English speakers, students have to meet many challenges in their struggle to
become fluent in English.

Challenge to Speak is one of a series of textbooks compiled for college students and
adults who wish to develop their fluency in spoken English. This oral English textbook,
written in accordance with the English syllabus for English majors, appears in two
volumes with 18 units per book. Each volume covers the workload for one academic
year, providing materials for 3 -4 classroom hours per unit. Each book is accompanied
by a teacher's book.

The central idea of Challenge to Speak is to challenge the students to gain
communicative competence through collaboration in the study of the culture of this
language. Each unit makes full use of some practical cultural issue with the aim to
stimulate meaningful conversation between students. Conversation models are given
to show the students how to master appropriate functional patterns in a wide range of
social settings followed by varied practice to challenge the students to speak. Emphasis
is laid on collaboration, with students working in pairs or in groups to help them
develop language competence while gaining new cultural insight at the same time.

This CCC method should work in this way:

In Book One each unit is composed of four parts:
PART A: Way to Speak

Four short dialogues are given as models in varied settings. Each unit has a focal

setting, such as at the post office, at the art gallery, etc., but does not restrict the




conversational context to that one situation. Actually the use of a comprehensive
range of situations should be encouraged. The main task for the students is to master
appropriate functional patterns and work on basic communication skills. There is a set
of supplementary patterns provided for both teachers and students.

PART B: Challenge to Speak

In this step intense practice should be given for the various challenges set before
the students. These exercises begin at an elementary level and move to an intermediate
one, from guided work to free work. The purpose is to motivate the students in pair work
or group work, without the teacher monopolizing the classroom. The teacher needs to
do careful planning to bring out creative work from the students.

PART C: Topic to Discuss

Culture is the way of life that a group of people share. This is also shown in the way
people communicate with each other.

In this section, practical cultural issues, such as time and appointments, education,
money, holidays, lifestyle, etiquette, etc., are brought up for discussion. The students
are challenged to explore their own cultural background and compare it with that of the
English-speaking world, and thus become aware of the ways in which perception and
communication patterns are influenced by culture. These topics are expected to help
the students become more culturally proficient and understand the language better by
encouraging them to see the differences between the two cultures.

PART D: Fun to Speak

This part is designed to give the students some relaxation and fun in language
learning. Stories in various forms, songs, jokes, etc. are introduced to challenge once
again their creativity and imagination through role-play, improvisation and story-
telling, etc.

TIPS FOR THE TEACHER

1. Encourage the students to work face to face and relax.

2. Encourage students to work together; instruct students to produce work
through collaboration; ask them to sign these joint efforts to show individual
participation.

3. Be sure that each student makes a contribution of some kind. Encourage all
students to participate once they join a small group. Direct each student to take
on arole.

4. Plan your lesson well by using suitable and varied pair work or group work
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activities and classroom management techniques.

5. Ask the students to evaluate how their group functions and how well they
function in it. Rotate group leadership and change roles.

6. The teacher's book provides supplementary dialogues and patterns, key
to exercises and detailed background information on cultural and social
idiosyncrasies, and a special section for the teacher — Teaching Suggestions.

All materials are recorded on cassette.

Challenge to Speak was compiled under the direction of chief compiler Yao Baohui,
professor at Linyi Teachers' University and Li Hongye, professor and dean of the
Foreign Language Department, with the help of American teachers, Elizabeth Wilson
and Clayton Olson, who contributed a great deal of time and energy in compiling this
textbook. We would like to express our profound thanks to the above friends.
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@ Supplementary Materials

1. (Xiao Gao, a new comer, meets Xiao Wang, his Laoxiang, on the campus. Xiao

Gao is feeling homesick and wants to chat with Xiao Wang.)

B:

Hi, there, Xiao Gao. I've been looking for you. How're you doing these days?

Hi, Xiao Wang. It’s really good to see you. I think I'm doing OK. Everything
seems so strange and challenging, but my classmates and teachers are all very
warm and understanding. And there’re so many activities going on. I find it
hard to keep up with everything.

Well, you look fine to me. Take your time to get adjusted. If you need anything,
just let me know. See you soon.

Oh, are you in such a hurry? I'd like to chat for a while.

Oh, no. Don'’t tell me you're homesick. Come on, buddy. Cheer up. What'’s the

matter? Let me give you some tips.




