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BUCKINGHAM PALACE.

Central Cambridge was first published in 1994 in response to the growing
numbser of visitors to the Town and University. Since then there have been
numerous re-prints, but this is an entirely updated and expanded version.
Cambridge may look as if nothing had changed for centuries, but neither Town
nor University have ever stood still. There have been major developments in
both since the first edition of Central Cambridge.

Cambridge is a remarkable mixture of ancient and modern; town and
gown; College communities and academic institutions. It is a product of
evolution rather than of deliberate design. There are buildings dating from every
stage of its development since the early middle ages. The University and City
give it an unique atmosphere as they continue to adapt to changing
circumstances, and bring life and meaning to their respective parts of the whole.
It is most certainly neither & museum nor a tourist trap.

After some 800 years, the University has become a complex organism,
and, for those who have no experience of its contemporary life and activities, a
general guide — such as this — is essential to understanding this ancient
community and seat of learning, and modern center of research. It describes
many of the famous clerics, scholars and builders, who have helped to make its
architecture and its history. It also draws a picture of it as a vigorous and
energetic part of the educational fabric of our nation, and of the world’s
academic community as a whole.
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