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The Meanings of Timber:
From the Phrase®Mu-De (the Vir-
tues of Timber) Towers up into Sky’

Shi Zhen Wang Fangjie
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Abstract: This study reveals Chinese ancient
understandings of “wood” by summarizing
Chinese classic texts, and indicates that
wood, in a broader sense, and vegetation,
have played a key role in the origins and
developments of Chinese agricultural
civilization. Interacting with plants, ancient
Chinese were deeply grateful for goodness
thereof. The ancients summed up the
vegetation’s unique features philosophically,
among which “vitality” is the most important
one. Ancient people made analogies
between characteristics of vegetation and
ethics of human society, as a result, the
features were abstracted into a single word
“Mu-De” (the virtues of wood) within the Wu
Xing cosmological system, and deeply
influenced their evaluation and decision
making. These theories further determined
Chinese people’s building with timber.
Keywords: building material, wood, Mu-De

(the virtues of wood), Wu Xing, core values
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Fangmugou: A Characteristic of
Chinese Building Technology:
Briefly Discussion of the Impor-
tance of Building Technology for
the Chinese Fangmugou Phe-
nomenon

Alexandra Harrer

RE: At PEMHAL(EBHAHH
C)” HEEERARTEER
XUBREMEAZES MR ABESNRA,
BAMRERZEER AN EIRE? MR
S5EMHAE AXDHT RN AERES
PUR(MIFR)NEXEFZBHXER, FE—
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Abstract: This paper explores the Chinese

phenomenon of Fangmugou (imitating the
mode of building with wood) as a true mirror
of building technology based on the
assumption of building technology being a
defining factor in China's architectural culture

and manifestation of its intangible cultural

heritage. It analyzes the relation between the
original wooden model and its wood-like
paraphrase from the practical and structural
point of view, and detects common basic
patterns in alterations to the original load-
bearing frame system, fabrication and
assemblage, and rules of modularity during the
translation process from one medium to
another. Even if wood-like mimicry develops a
momentum of its own and provides an impetus
for the development of new structural joinery or
simplification of bracketing, the paper argues for
preference to be given to proportional design
with standardized, pre-fabricated building blocks
‘plug-and-play’, a concept that is rooted firmly
in traditional timber craftsmanship.

Keywords: Fangmugou, architectural imitation,
traditional Chinese building technology, plug-
and-play,intangible cultural heritage, alteration

of design and construction rules
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