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HAMLET

It is a cold, dark night outside the King of Denmark’s castle,
and the guards are trying to keep warm. Suddenly they see
a ghost! They have seen it twice before. It is the ghost of the
dead King, Hamlet’s father, who died very suddenly a short
time ago. The guards are worried, and a little afraid. Perhaps
the ghost wants to say something important, so they decide to
tell Hamlet about it.

Inside the castle, Hamlet’s uncle Claudius, who is now the
King, is drinking and laughing with his new wife Gertrude,
Hamlet’s mother. They both want Hamlet to be happy, like
them, but he can’t forget his father, and is still wearing black. I
want to die!” he thinks. ‘How empty life is!

But when he sees the ghost, and hears what it has to tell
him, he is no longer sad, but angry. Now the only thing that

matters to him is revenge! There will be a death in the castle
very soon.
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Hamlet

INTRODUCTION
Hamlet is set in Denmark, a country in the north of Europe. Before
the play begins, Hamlet’s father, the King, died suddenly and his
brother Claudius became the new King. Claudius married his
brother’s wife, Queen Gertrude.

PERFORMANCE NOTES
Act 1  Scene 1: Outside the castle
Scene 2: A room in the castle
Scene 3: Laertes’ room
Scene 4: Outside the castle
Act 2 Scene 1: Polonius’ room
Scene 2: A room in the castle
Act 3 Scenes 1 and 2: A room in the castle
Scene 3: Claudius’ room
Scene 4: Gertrude’s room
Act4  Scene 1: Gertrude’s room
Scene 2: A room in the castle
Act 5 Scene 1: Outside the castle

Scene 2: A room in the castle

You will need some swords, some bags for Laertes, chairs and
tables, a few letters and books, a small box, a crown, a small bottle,
some flowers, a spade, a skull, some wine-bottles, some cups, and
some black clothes for Hamlet. You will need something like a hole
in the ground for a grave, and something that looks like blood. In
Gertrude’s room there must be a large curtain for Polonius to hide

behind.
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“'ﬁgg‘ Hamlet

CHARACTERS IN THE PLAY

Hamlet, Prince of Denmark

Claudius, King of Denmark, brother of Hamlet’s dead father
Gertrude, Queen of Denmark, Hamlet’s mother and Claudius’ wife
The ghost of Hamlet’s dead father

Polonius, adviser to Claudius

Laertes, Polonius’ son

Opbhelia, Polonius’ daughter

Horatio, a friend of Hamlet’s

Rosencrantz and Guildenstern, friends of Hamlet’s when he was

younger
Bernardo, Francisco and Marcellus, guards at the King’s castle
A grave-digger

Other guards and servants

Three actors
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Hamlet

Act 1 ScenE 1
The dead King comes back

It is dark. Francisco, a guard, is standing outside the King’s

castle. He is looking around and listening.

FRANCISCO

BERNARDO

FRANCISCO

BERNARDO

FRANCISCO

HORATIO

MARCELLUS

FRANCISCO

BERNARDO

HORATIO

MARCELLUS

HORATIO

How cold and dark it is! I'm tired, and I want to
go to bed. (He hears a noise.) What was that noise?
Who’s there?

(Entering) Don’t worry, Francisco — it’s me,
Bernardo. Is everything all right?

Yes. It’s been very quiet. What time is it?

It’s midnight. You can go to bed now. You look
tired. Horatio and Marcellus will be here soon.

[ think that they’re coming now. I can’t see anyone,
but I can hear voices. (Horatio and Marcellus
enter.) Stop! Who’s there? Is that you, Horatio?
Yes, Francisco, it’s me. '
And me. We’ve come to see Bernardo.

He’s here with me. Well, 'm going. Goodnight,
everyone. (He leaves.)

Horatio! Marcellus! It’s good to see you both.
Bernardo, you know why we’ve come. Marcellus
says that you’ve seen a ghost out here.

We’ve seen it twice, haven’t we, Bernardo?

[ don’t believe you! Ghosts aren’t real. You only
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king #. the head of a country,
or husband of a queen [1 12
guard ». a soldier who
keeps a place (or person)
safe It

castle n. a strong building
made of stone, often the home
of aking or queen Hif#
enter v to come in 1
ghost »n. the spirit of a dead
person that comes back to
visit people 7L

believe v. to feel sure that
something is true or right

i
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BERNARDO

find them in stories.
The ghost is real, Horatio. Marcellus and I saw it
last night, at about one o’clock.

The ghost enters.

MARCELLUS

HORATIO

BERNARDO

HORATIO

MARCELLUS

HORATIO

BERNARDO

MARCELLUS

BERNARDO

HORATIO

MARCELLUS

Look! It’s come again! Look over there!

It’s the King! It’s the dead King! I can’t believe my
eyes! '

Speak to it, Horatio. You’re cleverer than us. We
don’t know what to say.

(To the ghost) Who are you? What are you? What
do you want? Speak to us!

It’s moving away.

Stop! Tell us why you have come! Is there
something that we must do? Is there going to be
trouble in Denmark? (The ghost leaves.) Don’t go!
Shall we follow it?

No. It’s gone. It won’t come back tonight.

It’'ll be morning soon. They say that ghosts never
walk during the day.

Shall we tell Prince Hamlet about this? It was the
ghost of his dead father, the King. It didn’t speak
to us, but it will speak to him, 'm sure.

Yes, let’s find Hamlet and tell him.
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prince n. the son of a king

or queen I f



Hamlet

Act 1 SCENE 2

Hamlet is thinking about his father

Inside the castle. King Claudius is talking. Gertrude is next

to him, with their servants. Hamlet, Polonius and Laertes are

listening. Hamlet is wearing black clothes.

CLAUDIUS

POLONIUS

CLAUDIUS

GERTRUDE

HAMLET

GERTRUDE

CLAUDIUS

The death of my dear brother has made us all very
sad, and everyone in Denmark will remember him
for a long time.

That is very true, my lord.

But life must go on, and, as you all know, I have
married my brother’s wife, Gertrude. Hamlet, you
are like a son to me now.

Hamlet, your clothes are black, like the night. Why
do you still look so unhappy?

Do | look unhappy, mother? Perhaps I am
unhappy. 1 can change my clothes, but I can’t
change what I feel.

Try not to think about your father any more,
Hamlet. Let your eye look on Claudius as a friend.
Remember — all that lives must die.

Don’t be sad, Hamlet. Your father lost a father,
and that father lost his. Death is everywhere.
Think of me as your father now. Come with me,

everyone. We will drink to my new family!

10
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‘Why do you still look
so unhappy?’

servant n. someone who
works (for example, cooking
or cleaning) in another’s
house {hA

sad adj. unhappy 5.0
lord n. a title for a man of
good family PER, B F



