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Abstract

SoO]

In the studying-region of philosophy or sociology of technology, the entire expression of tech-
nological determinism (TD) is technological determinism upon society, and the entire expression
of social constructivism (SC) is social constructivism upon technology. On the basis of review to
TD and SC, the dissertation makes a value and discussion for the two theories. TD is divided into
positive and super-empiricism TD, unique and generalized TD, extreme and soft TD, optimism
and pessimism TD, etc. Technocracy, technomnipotent, expertisism and techno-utopia belong to
TD. The extreme TD unilaterally emphasizes independence of technology, and over holds the stat-
ue of technology and technological impact on society. The rationality of TD is that it is TD that has
changed the old idea to technological impact on society; TD is an important theory on the relation-
ship between technology and society, and pessimism TD is the important theory basis of sustain-
able development idea. SC is divided into extreme or strong and soft or weak SC. Social determin-
ism approaches extreme SC, and social restrictism approaches soft SC. SC provides a communica-
tional understanding to technology with the methods of history, sociology and philosophy. SC opens
up a new angle of study for technology. Extreme SC exaggerates social contingency, and gives a
narrow field to expression to technology, and ignores the researches of technological consequence,
debases the valuation to technological impacts on society. TD and SC pay close attention to the re-
lationship between technology and society commonly, which is the same study direction of them.
There are differences in the research form and aim and sources between two theories. TD’s charac-
ter of school is weak while SC’s is strong. Theories of TD vary while that of SC owns so identical
method and route as well as obvious programme and paradigm. There is a prevailing concept that
considers TD and SC are in a condition of conflict, opposition and inconsistence. This dissertation
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does not agree with the prevailing concept, and reputes that they have different start-points, angle
and thesis so they form different conclusions naturally and have an independency value respective-
ly. They are complementary and supportable to each other. Actually TD and SC are in a condition
of schism. The prominence characteristic of schism is that TD and SC utter alone and even criticize
one another. It is helpful to the realization a full understanding and study on the signification of
technology as well as the relationship between technology and society that TD and SC come towards
coupling from schism. The coupling interpretation from TD and SC is that TD and SC exert respec-
tively their advantageous interpretation, esteem the rival’s research route and methodology, and
use for reference instead of censuring each other. TD and SC not only keep a contest tension but

also maintain a logic link.
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