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PREFACE F=

In March 1971, the American author Isaac Asimov sent a public letter fo the citizens of Troy,
Michigan, congratulating them on the opening of the City's new public fibrary. In his lefter
he claimed that the library was a “space ship” that would take ifs patfrons to the farthest
reaches of the Universe, a “fime machine” that would take them to the far past and the far
future, a “teacher” that knows more than any human being, a “fiend” that would amuse
and console - and most of all, a “gateway”, to a better and happier and more useful life, Af
that time, libraries around the world played an important role centred on civilizing the world
and fostering social inclusion, bridging the gap between the knowledge deprived and fhe
information rich.  Although today’s liorary contfinues to play this role, radical changes are
occuring that will prevent them simply becoming the dinosaurs of the digital knowledge
era.

The library of the 21st century is no longer simply a place in which literary and artistic
materials are kept for reading, reference or lending. Economic changes and technological
developments, such as the invention of the e-book, have now reshaped and redefined
the notion of what constitutes a library. With access to information at a global scale now
ubiquitous, the lioraries of today that have embraced the digital revolution have become
places where knowledge creation is fundamental to both their operations and fo their
sustainability, The modermn library provides resources, public space, information literacy skills,
ICT access and ongoing training and support. As such, the value of today's library takes
many forms — economic, cultural, social and intellectual.

The role of the librarian has evolved to become that of a mentor: a gatekeeper for those
without ready access to the infemet. Today's libraries interact with users, learm about fheir
changing needs and act as broker of services fo entities such as community groups,
comporations and govemment bodies. The library and the litrarian serve as knowledge
navigators, helping people to find their place in a changing digifal world.  Visiting the liorary
has become an experience where, as knowledge is being created, patrons are being
intfroduced to new, innovative communities that are evolving through time. We now find
that the division between electronic gaming and the seriousness of the library has broken
down — public space has become open and porous, local and global.

In ferms of their physical structure, libraries of the 21st Century are being marked by multiple
shifting rooms, where engagement with the community has become the main driver. The
goal is to satisfy the diverse and demanding needs of the various patrons it serves. For
example, some rooms are entertainment-oriented, others are more classically-focused on
books, and yet others function as community gathering spaces.

Focusing on digital libraries, their design encourages the use of computers and related
multi-media devices such as giant touch screens, high-resolution LCD monitors, and
rore. Those new libraries have sought a balance of supplied computers and docking
stations. The extensive use of digital components and the electronic complexity needs
to be accommodated with flexible interior design, adjustable and movable furniture,
dermountable walls and a raised or access floor system. The design of new digital lioraries
aims to allow its patrons fo work anywhere, while still providing some structure and comfort,
erabling the user to self direct their interaction and use of the space in a variety of
expected and unexpected ways. In the case of universities and colleges, this new mode
for advanced and connected leaming is at the cufting-edge of the digital revolution
and reflects the role of the library as a ‘central function’ of the post-secondary education
experience. The simplicity and transparency of the design emphasizes technology and
interconnectivity, successfully enabling users to work anywhere, but to leam and engage
everywhere. In order fo meet with the requirements of LEED for New Construction (LEED-
NC) Standards, the new libraries should incorporate a range of sustainable design,
construction and operational features such us water reduction, energy efficiency and waste
rmanagement.

Although these frends continue to mark the 21st century library, the world can still continue

io find comfort in the fact that today’s library will also continue to offer an escape from a
chaotic and increasingly noisy world, providing a quiet and calm space in which to seek
solitude.
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other special libraries since their mandate is 1o serve:
the general public's information needs (rather than the
needs of a particular school, institution, or research).
Public libraries also provide free services such as
preschool story times to encourage early literacy, quiet
study and work areas for students and professionals, or
book clubs to encourage appreciation of literature in
adults. Public libraries are not just a cultural institution,
but also embody a concept of public life: any citizen
has the right to access to the information he needs
and no one can stop him.
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%1142 5] Design company:
ih & Location:

#f2 Area:

ERi&itf Interior designers:

&2 Photographer:

Design Concept - #itzs

The building has an ample area with zenithal illumination, assuring C

layout. The structure is composed by 20 columns and 10 beams

meters. The fumiture has funny and colorful fones and ludical serigraph

vere proposed

in the glasses to give more intimacy to those who will read or re

arch. The library is

organized as a bookstore, aiming to athract a non-reader public as well, The idea is t

this project can be replied in other cities. A new library, implemented in Brazil but inspired

in the public library of Santiago, Chile
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Feature %=

The antithesis is strong and the metaphor becomes obvious

Where before a prison, now freedom: of knowledge, of ideas
of books. It is in this place, that could carry a dark memory
e forever, where is located the Sao Paulo Library.
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| Materials «#

Tactile, reforestation eucalyptus and polycarbonate, pre-

molded panels, texturized finishing
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