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She had corn-gold hair, this sun-kissed being. She wore it in a hazy aure-



ole that fluffed out all over her head. She had freckles that were like little
flecks of gold paint,spatted from some careless painter’s brush all over her a-
pricot cheeks,with a saddle across the bridge of her tiny pert nose. It was her
mouth that was the beautiful part of her. And if the rest of her face was not
quite up to its matchless beauty, that mouth alone was sufficient to make her
lovely-looking, unaided, drawing all notice to itself as it did. Just as a single
light is enough to make a plain room bright, you don’t have to have a whole
chandelier. When it smiled, everything else smiled with it. (Cornell Woolrich:
I Married a Dead Man)
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[%]-F)Americans might be embarrased because their Japanese friends are
so formal with them. Japanese might feel insulted because American acquaint-
ances greet them casually. Still, the forms of greeting in both countries only
show respect for others. It just happens that Americans and Japanese have a
different way of looking at human relationships and thus have a different way
of showing respect.
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1. We had a terrible storm last night. The winds blew up to fifty miles an
hour,and it rained very hard. Eucalyptus trees by the river blew over,and one
8



tree hit a power line and blacked out the area, for five hours. Downtown, the
main street was flooded,and cars were left stranded in bumper-deep water. Be-
fore morning, the river flooded its banks,and people living nearby were forced
to flee their homes with whatever belongings they could gather. It was the
worst storm in the country since 1958.

2. I didn’t sleep well last night. I tossed and turned in bed for hours. I'd get
hot and throw the covers off and then get cold and throw them on again. I'd fall
asleep for an hour and then wake up,and it would take me hours to fall asleep again.
I was in bed for eight hours and probably got about three hours of sleep.

3. Many people feel that they are in love when they are really only infatu-
ated, but love and infatuation are quite different. First, infatuation leaps into
being, while love takes root and grows one day at a time. Second,infatuation is
accompanied by a sense of uncertainty; one is stimulated and thrilled but not
really happy. Love, on the other hand, begins with a feeling of security; the
love is warmed by a sense of nearness even when the beloved is away. Third,
infatuation tells us to “get married right away”. Meanwhile, love advises:
“Don’t rush into anything; learn to trust each other.” These are important
differences. Unfortunately, too many people overlook them and wind up get-

ting hurt in the end.
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