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Abstract

Primeval legend was recall of remote history
by primitive man with mouth and ears. Tt reflects
primitive people’s views on the nature, society,
man and their relations. It also reflects their his-
torical consciousness and historical memory.
Though mixed with myths, easily altered when be-
ing handed down, kept in fragments and even
changed artificially in the manuscripts of Pre — Qin
and Han, primeval legend still preserves some
truths about history that successors couldn’t fabri-
cate, from which we can find more or less how
ancient people tell history. Primitive legend was
an original method of transmitting historical knowl-
edge, for it recorded some facts before civiliza-
tion, contained ancestor’s historical points of view
and had its own forms of expression. In this
sense, primeval legend can be said to be the be-

ginning of Chinese historiography.
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This relation between legend and historiography has been focused
on and discussed in varying degrees by many studies. On the basis of
those studies, this dissertation will further probe the secrets of the
relation and prove it as to give a thorough exploration and systematic
demonstration. The dissertation contains seven parts. Introduction
shows the significance, current level of the study, questions existed,
emphases, difficulties and new ideas of this subject. Part One discus-
ses such aspects of primeval legend as its connotation, emergence, de-
velopment, its relation with myth, classification and factors related to
the historical consciousness of ancient people. Part Two sifis the earli-
er ways of transmitting legends and analyzes the functions of blind per-
sons, wizards, prayers, diviners and historical officials in spreading
the legends. Part Three finds out records relevant to primeval legends
in detail and in sort in such documents as Jiaguwen, Jinwen and Books
of History after characters had been invented. Part Four makes a de-
tailed analysis of the carrying — on of primeval legends in Books of
Songs put on the Chinese historiography in the transition from legend to
records with characters. Part Five makes a rudimentary investigation
on the influence that primeval legend made on the historical records in
Pre-Qin in terms from content to form, and also on how the legend
was adopted in those compilation. Part Six analyzes the influence pri-
meval legend exerted on the formation of Chinese historiography with
Hundred Scholars as examples in terms of the ideas, course and
motive force of social development. Part Seven exemplifies with Books

of Songs the influence that primeval legend had produced on the com-
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prehensive history in such aspects as content, style of compilation and
expressing form.

In summary, this dissertation attempts to express these ideas:
firstly, primeval legend is recall of primeval history, expression of
original historical consciousness of ancient people, a primitive way of
spreading historical knowledge and origination of Chinese historiogra-
phy. Secondly, many important influences had been put on the forma-
tion and earlier practice of Chinese historiography from primeval leg-
end in the course of its far spread. Thirdly, the influence still exists in

the comprehensive history after the formation of Chinese historiogra-

phy.
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