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0 Love Is Like a Broken Arm

“But what if I break my arm again?” My five-year-old daughter asked, her
lower lip trembling. I knelt holding onto her bike and looked her right in the
eyes. I knew how much she wanted to learn to ride and how often she felt left
out when her friends pedaled by our house. Yet ever since she’d fallen off her
bike and broken her arm, she’d been afraid.

“Oh honey,” I said. “I don’t think you'll break another arm.”

“But I could, couldn’t I?”

“Yes,” I admitted, and found myself struggling for the right thing to say.
At times like this, I wished I had a partner to turn to, someone who might help
find the right words to make my little girl's problems disappear. But after a
disastrous marriage and a painful divorce, I'd welcomed the hardships of being
a single parent and had been adamant in telling anyone who tried to fix me up
that I was terminally single.

“Idon’t think I want to ride,” she said and got off her bike.

We walked away and sat down beside a tree.

“Don’t you want to ride with your friends?” I asked.

“And I thought you were hoping to start riding your bike to school next
year,” [ added.

“I was,” she said, her voice almost a quiver.

“You know, honey,” I said. “Almost everything you do comes with risks.
You could get a broken arm in a car wreck and then be afraid to ever ride in a
car again. You could break your arm jumping rope. You could break your arm at

gymnastics. Do you want to stop going to gymnastics?”
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trembling [tremblin ] adj. &} # fixup A (FEA) GIREMARERH
kneel [ni:) v. BT terminally ['t3:minali] adv. B /5

pedal [pedl] v. 3B 1T%H, BRER quiver [kwive(r)] n. Wi}

disastrous [dr'za:stres] adj. }RFEH gymnastic [dzmmnaestrk] 7. A, KR

adamant [edement] adj. BEARBH, FIEMN
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“No,” she said. And with a determined spirit, she stood up and agreed to try
again. I held on to the back of her bike until she found the courage to say, “Let’s
gol”

I spent the rest of the afternoon at the park watching a very brave little girl
overcome a fear, and congratulating myself for being a self-sufficient single
parent.

As we walked home, pushing the bike as we made our way along the
sidewalk, she asked me about a conversation she’d overheard me having with
my mother the night before.

“Why were you and grandma arguing last night?”

My mother was one of the many people who constantly tried to fix me up.
How many times had I told her “no” to meeting the Mr. Perfect she picked out
for me. She just knew Steve was the man for me.

“It’s nothing,” I told her.

She shrugged. “Grandma said she just wanted you to find someone to love.”

“What grandma wants is for some guy to break my heart again,” I snapped,
angry that my mother had said anything about this to my daughter.

“But Mom.”

“You’re too young to understand,” I told her.

She was quiet for the next few minutes. Then she looked up and in a small
voice gave me something to think about.

“So I guess love isn’t like a broken arm.”

We walked the rest of the way in silence. I let go and agreed to meet Steve.

Steve was the man for me. We married less than a year later. It turned out
mother and my daughter were right.

self-sufficient ['selfse'fi(nt] adj. B4 E 28 shrug [ frag] v. #/8
sidewalk [sardwok] n. Af7i4 let go Zh
constantly ['konstentli] adv. A7
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The Shared Love

One afternoon I toured an art museum while waiting for my husband
to finish a business meeting. I was looking forward to a quiet view of the
masterpieces.

A young couple viewing the paintings ahead of me chattered nonstop
between themselves. I watched them a moment and decided she was doing all
the talking. I admired his patience for putting up with her constant parade of
words. Distracted by their noise, I moved on.

I encountered them several times as I moved through the various rooms of
art. Each time I heard her constant gush of words, I moved away quickly.

I was standing at the counter of the museum gift shop making a purchase
when the couple approached the exit. Before they left, the man reached into his
pocket and pulled out a white object. It was a long cane. He tapped his way
into the coatroom to get his wife’s jacket.

“He’s a brave man,” the clerk at the counter said. “Most of us would give up
if we were blinded at such a young age. During his recovery, he made a vow his
life wouldn’t change. So, as before, he and his wife come in whenever there’s a
new art show. ”

“But what does he get out of the art?” I asked. “He can’t see.”

“Can’t see! Youre wrong. He sees a lot. More than you or I do,” the clerk
said. “His wife describes each painting so he can see it in his head.”
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masterpiece [ma:stepi:s] n. ME, K= encounter in'kaunte(r)] v. {BAREN, #iE
chatter [tfata(n)] v. B5T), BRIER{K gush [gaf 1 n. SEH, BEH

nonstop ['non'stop] adv. A~ & &kith cane [kemn] n. Fit

parade [pa'rerd] n. 173 coatroom [keutru:m] n. FKIFE]

distracted [dr'straektid] adj. (A= ELH blinded [blamndrd) adj. BE#), BEH)



