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Construction of the Imperial Palace of th

popularly known as the Forbidden City, started in 1406-1420(4th-18thyears

of the Ming Emperor Yongle's reign). Later, it was reconstructed or restored
It has a history of over 500 years.
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Wumen Gate is the front entrance to the Forbidden City. During the Qing
Dynasty, the ceremonies of issuing every year the lunar calendar and
accepting the prisoners of war were also held here.




TAl HE MEN

Taihemen Gate was named Fengtianmen Gate in the early Ming Dynasty,
then it was named Huangjimen Gate. The present name was given in the
early Qing Dynasty. During the Ming Dynasty this gate was the place where
the emperors received greetings from their high officials and dealt with state
every day affairs. The Qing emperors moved to Qiangingmen Gate to listen
to minister’s reports and make decisions (known as **Yu Men Ting Zheng"’).
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A FINET g il Sl
Bronze lion in front of
Taihemen Gate

KM WA 1 K
Stone temple in front of
Taihemen Gate

N i TR AT E L

Stone seal box in front of

Taihemen Gate



KHIM KIA Ceiling of Taihemen Gate
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Taihedian Hall, popularly called ‘Uin Luan Dian’’, was in the early Ming
Dynasty first named Fengtiandian Hall, then named Huangjidian Hall. The
present name was given in the early Qing Dynasty. The hall is 35m. high
and covers an area of 2,377sq.m. It is the tallest and largest of the palace
buildings. Here the Ming and Qing emperors held important ceremonies
on occasions of accession, birthday, Lunar New Year, or winter solstice.
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TAl HE DIAN
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In front of Taihedian Hall can be found sundials, standard measures, bronze

nsers bronze tortoises and cranes, symbolizing the longevity of the

er and his everlasting power. For grand ceremon would
burn in the censers, tortoises and cranes. The spiraling s » created a

lemn and mysterious atmosphers
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#48 Bronze tortoise




<SS F1 ERUPE White marble balustrades
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arved with coiling dragons, backed

1, and flanked by six pillars entwined with

tly above the throne a huge silver pearl hangs
oiling gold lacquer dragon
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Zhonghedian Hall was the place where the emperor first came to have a
rest before holding ceremonies in Taihedian Hall.



