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Here lies a plateau of red soil, of a vast, far—off land and with a long history.
Yunnan (abbr. “Dian”) is located in the southwest of China, in which
twenty—six minority nationalities live. Having toiled hand in hand on this

beautiful, rich, mysterious and miraculous land in the long history, the nationali-
ties created splendid national culture, which lightened the age—old land.

Yunnan is one of the world—known original birth sites of human being, in
which the dinosaur fossils of 180 million years ago unearthed, the living relics of
Ramapithecus of 15 million years ago, and of Yuanmou Man of 1700,000 years
ago was found. The descendants of Yuanmou Man joined in the formation of
Chinese nation by emigrating and spreading all over the Chinese land. As early as
the Spring—Autumn Period and Warring—States Period of Huanghe River Valley,
quite a few minority tribes were already inhabiting Dianchi Lake Valley and Er
Hai Lake Valley. The tribes had created a new age which led to a brilliant future
with toil and wisdom. With beautiful mi)untains and rivers in it, Yunnan is a
unique wonderful land for scientific research such as anthropology, archaeology,
ethnology, literature, art and aesthetics. Each scientific discovery is likely to dis-
cover the mystery of the land—changing and to provide important basis for various
subjects.

Most of the twenty—six nationalities in Yunnan live in the border areas or in
the remote mountains. Their mode of production and social custom and the way of
emotion—expressing are various, colourful, piculiar, marvellous and strange, re-
flecting the trace of age—old traditional culture, so that the unique and mysterious
stereoscopical spectacle forms. Having taken a group of pictures from the vast his-
tory scroll of Yunnan minority nationalities and having picked out a set of specta-
cle from the magnificent and colourful natural scenery in Yunnan, we've worked
out this pictorial by name "SOCIAL AND SCENIC TOURISM TO YUNNAN
NATIONALITIES”. Included in the pictorial "SOCIAL AND SCENIC
TOURISM TO YUNNAN NATIONALITIES” are various fields such as
scenery, mode of production, festivals, love, wedding, sports competitions,
costumes, architecture, religion and sacrifice, and social communications. Both the
experts, scholars studying the culture of nationalities in Yunnan and tourists
visiting the scenery will learn information and enlightenment and will enjoy the
beauty as well. Here, we'd like to give our heartfelt thanks to those photographers
for having provided wonderful pictures for the pictorial and for having shown their
true feeling and enthusiasm in their works.

Editorial Board For "SOCIAL AND SCENIC TOURISM
TO YUNNAN NATIONALITIES”
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Yunnan Province is famous for its mysterious mountains and
miraculous rivers. It is a land with its unique topography and com-
plicated climate.

Here are the mighty water of various rivers running on
incessantly to the sea. Here are a lot of lakes shining, Here are
green high mountains. And here are also many lines of flowers
and trees decorating the land. The magnificent Stone Forest at
tracts not only Chinese but also foreigners. The Meili Snow
Mountain calls all the brave men to climb. In the tropical rainfall
forests in Xishuangbanna elephants are often seen. Here is a mys-
terious and Grand Canyen of Nu River.Here is enchanting
scenery of Dali, the vast sky, the weather is warm like in spring,
And the small town named Wanting enjoys the characteristics of
south land.

Yunnan, the ancient and the young land, gives birth to beau-
ty: music and dance, fairy tales and epics, festivals and religions---
Yunnan, the beautiful and mysterious land, lies on the highland,
but boundless; lies in the border area but it is a beautiful region of
rivers and lakes. We wish that this land will always be beautiful
and will be shining vigorously.
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Beautiful, Splendid Scenery
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The grandiose Yulong Snow Mount
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BUZEESY Winding mountains covered with golden sands
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