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PREFACE

This book is designed and compiled as a textbook
for Chinese students who make a speciality of the Eng-
lish language. It consists of 24 chapters and divides into
two parts. The seventeen chapters constituting Part One
are a general survey of morphology. Different classes of
words, generally called parts of speech, and their forms
and inflections are discussed to a certain degree, but
special stress is laid on details of the verb that Chinese
students find to be most perplexing. The seven chapters
of Part Two deal with syntax with the structures and
functions of different kinds and types of sentences as
the key links. It sometimes extends its interest in par-
ticular cases of usage when they may throw light on
grammatical problems under discussion, and in addition,
Chinese equivalents are occassionally put in to remove
possible difficulties from the path of the learners. Since
it is compiled to meet the needs of students of Egnlish,
it is provided with a considerable quantity of exercises,
a key to which is furnished in Appendix II.

In preparing this book, the compiler has made free
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use of so many books on grammar for reference that his
gratitude is beyond his power of expression. (The bib-
liography is given at the end of the book.)

Thanks are due to so many teachers and students
in the Department of Foreign Languages of Hunan Tea-
chers' College that it is impossible to list all their names.
Special acknowledgment, however, should be made of
valuable help from Professors Liu Zhongde and Zhao
Zhentao; the former read all the chapters on verbs
and gave some good advice; the latter let the compiler
freely draw upon®his precious matcrial, went over the
whole of the book and made a lot of suggestions and
corrections. Without their help, the book would have
contained many more imperfections than it does.

Finally, the compiler wishes to express his hearty
welcome to any criticisms and suggestions. They will be
highly valued if its usefulness should be sufficient to
warrant a second edition.

August 1979
Xu Liwu
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

1.1 What is English Grammar?

English grammar deals with the ‘structures and
functions of the words and sentences of the English :
language.

1,2 Morphology and Syntax

English grammar is usually divided into two parts:
Morphology and Syntax.

In morphology we study the different classes of
English words, generally called parts of speech, and
their inflexion, that is, the forms of number and case
of n_ouhs and pronouns, the forms of tense, voice, mood,
etc. of verbs and the forms of the degrees of compari-
son of adjectives and adverbs.

In syntax we study the arrangement of words, that
is, how words of different classes are combined into
sentences, and also different types and kinds of sem-
tences, their structures, functions, meanings, etc.

The two parts of grammar——morphology and syn-
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tax——are charged with their respective functions, but
they are closely interrelated. While studying words and
their forms, we should consider how they are to be used
in 'the sentences and, while discussing sentence strue-
tures, we should consider what words and what forms
are to be employed.

1.3 Words

1) The parts of speech

According to their meaning, features and functions,

English words are classified into ten parts of speech:

(1) the Noun (2) the Article

(3) the Promoun (4) the Adjective
(5) the Numeral (6) the Verb

(7) the Adverb (8) the Preposition
(9) the Conjunction (10) the Interjection

Nouns, pronouns, adjectives, numerals, verbs and
adverbs have their independent meaning and also their
independent parts to play in the sentence. They are
called notéonal words.

Articles, prepositions, conjunctions and interjec-
tions have no independent meaning of their own and
play no independent part in the sentence. They are
called form words.

With only a few exceptions, every word must belong

2
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to one of these ten classes. But do not think that a word
must always belong to the same class. A good many
words belong to more than cne class and accordingly
perform different functions in different sentences. Ex-
amine the italicized words in the following sentences:

(1) I'Il show you round the city. (prep.)

(2) Round your lips when you produce the sound

[uz]. (v.)
(3) They are holding a round-table conference.
(adj.)
(4) Shall I show you round? (adv.)
(5) That was a contest decided by a single round.
(n.)

Note: Besides the ten parts of speech above, there
are still a few quite peculiar words:

“Yes” is the word of affirmation, “No” is the word of
negation. The sign “to” of the infinitive is called the par-
ticle “40”. According to some grammarians, “it”, “there”,
or “as” may be termed an expletive or introductory word,

2) Conversion (§4{k)

In accordance with usage, a word which primarily
belongs to a certain part of speech may be converted
into another part of speech, e.g.

Qur team has already had four wins this season.
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(v.>n.)

In the airfight they downed three enemy planes.
(adv. >v.)

_The gang wronged (adj.™>v.) a lot of poor inmoeends
(adj.>n.).

It is no joke; let's have a retlink. (v.>n.)

Tell me the why and the how of it} (adv.>n.)

3) Word Formation (#id) ;

(1) Affixation (B4E)

(a) Prefixation (JIRT4), e.g.

disapprove (v.), ungrateful (adj.),

misdeed (n.), de-escalate (v.),

post-election (n.), anti-social (adj.).
(b) Suffixation (MEH), e.g.

gangster (n.), suitable (adj.),

deepen (v.), " elockwise (adj.).

(2) Compound (HE), e.g.

a brown blackbird (n.),

a longdistance telephone (adj.),
(to) outnumber the enemy (v.),
(to) soft-land on the moon (v.),
an open-to-all secret (adj.),

a touch of what-is-i¢ (n.),
wishy-washy tea (adj),



Sfilm-goers (n.).
(3) Blending (IB/R), e.g.
brunch (=breakfast+lunch n. B 4 & {f — iz

%),
molel (=motor+hotel n. [HEE L H K LW E
YR
moped (=motor-assisted pedal-cycle n. #1Z K%
%), '

radar (=radio detecting and ranging n. Fik).
(4) Back-formation (i), e.g.

(to) fire-walch<fire-watcher (v.<<n.),

(to) mass-produce<mass-production (v.<n.),
(to) liaise<liaison (v.<m.),

(to) edit<<editor (v.<n.),

(5) Abbreviation (455)

(a) Clipping (4iWg), e.g.

phone<ielephone,

pholo<photograph,

flu<influenza (WiTPEERE).

(b) Initialling (B FHET), e.g.

EEC (=the European Economic Communily),
UN (=the United Nations),

- C.0.D. (=cash on delivery),

IMF (=tlhe International Monetary Fund).
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(¢) Acronymizing (¥ fiERHEY), e.g
laser ['leizo] (=lightwave amplification by stimu-
lated emission of radiation #B),
NATO ['neitou] (=the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization),
SALT [so:lt] (=the = Strategic: Arms Limitation
Talks), .
UNESCO [ju(:)'neskou] (=the United Nations Edu-
cational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization).
1.4 Members of the Sentence
A sentence consists of ‘different parts known. as
members of the sentence, In English there are seven of
them:

1) the Subject 2) the Predicate
3) the Predicative 4) the Object
5) the Attribute 6). the Apposilive

7) the Adverbial
(See Chaptcr XVIIL)
Note: In this grammar, we regard Lhe object
complement as part of the complex object.
1.5 Phrases, Clauses and Sentences
1) A phrase is a group of related words thal con«

tains some definite but not complete meaning; it does
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not contain either a subject or a predicate. A phrase
can only play a single part of a sentence. Phrases are
generally divided into five kinds:

(1) Verb Phrases, e.g.

All difficulties have now been éroned out.

(2) Prepositional Phrases, e.g.

You will find the scenery pleasing to both the eye and

the mind,

(3) Infinitive Phrases, e.g.

Cast iron is apt o break.

(4) Participial Phrases, e.g.

Not knowing whet to do, she applied to me for advice.

Given enough #ime, this can be done.

(5) Gerundial Phrases, e.g.

Better stop him (from) geiting into érouble before it's

too late.

2) A clause is a group of words that, introduced by
a conneclive (what, that, etc.), contains a subject and

 a predicate. Like a phrase, it can only play a single

‘part of a sentence, e.g.

I am not aware that I have done wrong.

Clauses are divided intos

(1) Subject Clauses

(2) Predicative Clauses

< 7



(3) Object Clauses

(4) Attributive Clauses

(5) Appositive Clauses

(6) Adverbial Clauses

(See Chapter XXIL)

3) A sentence usually consists of a group of words
that contains a subject and a predicate. It has intonation
and expresses a more or less complete thought. In every
sentence, the first letter of the first word should be
capitalized and there must be a punctuation mark after .
the last word, e.g.

* Honestly, 1 doa't think much of your idea.

Classified by use, sentences may be divided into:

(1) Declarative Sentences

+(2) Interrogative Sentences
(3) Imperative Sentences
(4) Exclamatory Sentences
(See Chapter XXI.)
- Classified by structure, sentences are of three kinds:

(1) Simple Sentences

(2) Compound Sentences

(3) Complex Sentences

(See Chapter XXIIL.)



Exercises

I. Tell the part of speech of each word in italics
in the following:

I, What to Do About Difficulties

Suppose ihat we have planted a row of trees along
the roadside. Naturally we want them to grow, and to
grow well. but there are sirong winds in summer and in
winter which can easily blow the young trees down. So.
there we have a difficuliy. What must we do then? We
must put up a pole beside each tree to hold it up. With
the poles supporting them, the trees can stand against
the winds. In #his way the difficulty can be overcome
and the tree will grow betier.

Now 4maginez that we have not had any rain for
months. The trees will soon die of #hirst. They need
water. But the nearest well is about fifteen minutes' walk
from the trees. It will take much time and a lot of
people to get enough water for all those trees. So here
is another difficulty. What should we do? We should
dig a small ditch to link up the well and the trees.

Then we can draw the water from the well and make
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