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Unit1 Global Warming

1) Search the Internet for the following terms and choose one to present to the class.

(a) global warming (f) chlorofluorocarbons
(b) carbon dioxide (g) fossil fuels

(c) greenhouse gas (h) ozone layer

(d) methane (1) polar icecaps

(e) nitrous oxide
2) Give some evidence or effects of global warming.
3) What are the main causes of global warming?
4) Why is global warming a difficult political issue?

5) What are some possible solutions to global warming?

1. Skim Reading 1 and answer the questions below.

Skimming for Main Ideas D

. s

Skimming is the reading strategy which helps you to look at the text quickly for such [ ]
F i :-i:

Il
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purposes as to identify what the text is about and to grasp its main idea. To achieve the
goal, you may pay more attention to:

(a) Title and subtitles (if there are any).

(b) First and last paragraphs which often provide a summary of the text.

(c) First and last sentences of each paragraph, as they are the sentences which give

the main idea.

1) What four disasters occur more frequently than those in the past according to paragraph one?

2) What are the two harmful effects of global warming on animals and nature?

3) What are the two effects of ozone depletion?

4) What are the two factors for global warming mentioned in the passage?

5) Why don’t people think global warming is a problem?

Effects of Global Warming

The most obvious effect of global warming exists can be seen over recent years. The
heating of the earth causes the strength of weather conditions to increase. As the oceans get
warmer, hurricanes are more frequent. In addition, many coastal cities and regions have
recently been experiencing flooding, caused by the melting of the polar icecaps. In the past
thirty years, over ten national records were set for the highest temperatures in the summer
and winter. Droughts and forest fires have been occurring dramatically more often in the
past century. All of these effects have been directly linked to the release of greenhouse
gases.

Another area affected by global warming is the natural world. The number of
animals of each species has been decreasing each year due to environmental changes.
As the polar icecaps melt, all creatures that live there are left without shelter. More

proof of warming is the evidence of many animals traveling farther from the equator. For




example, butterflies and mosquitoes are being found the farthest from their natural homes.
Mosquitoes can cause malaria. This deadly disease has dangerously spread to new regions
across the globe.

A third type of evidence of global warming can be found in plants. Throughout many parts
of the world, flowers bloom 7 days earlier and trees reproduce 10 days earlier. As the growing
seasons vary from very wet to very dry, agricultural growth cannot adapt. In some recent years,
regions’ crops have been both flooded and dried out. Due to the depletion of the ozone, many
crops cannot survive.

The issue of global warming affects nature, people, and the economy. Experts agree
that skin cancer’s rapid rate of increase could be caused by the holes in the ozone layer.
As these holes grow in size and number, the number of patients will also increase. Aside
from natural and heath issues, the world’s economy is also at risk. To some people,
global warming is not their concern because they feel it does not affect them. Although

they may not realize it, global warming affects everyone, especially future generations.
(350 words)

A
Wizg

atch the words and phrases with their definitions according to Reading 1. Then discuss your answers

vith your partner, pointing out which sentences prm'na‘e‘: context clues

Dealing with Unfamiliar Words

It is not necessary to worry about an unfamiliar word in the reading, for in many
cases the context in which the word is located will allow you to guess the meaning of
the words. Notice the underlined words in the following sentences:

(a) Greenhouse gases will help to augment or increase carbon dioxide emissions.
(use its synonym “increase” )

(b) Many coastal cities have recently been experiencing flooding, caused by
the melting of the polar icecaps. (use causal relationship between flooding and
icecaps)

(c) The sunlight will easily penetrate the ozone layer and cause the rapid rise in
skin cancer. (use the example of “penetrating” )

(d) Unlike butterflies which do not spread diseases, mosquitoes will transmit their

diseases from one region to another. (use “unlike” and “spread” )

5 8



