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Wu Wei: Intentional Design Minded Interpretation

Text | Rao jianghong Editor in Chief of <SPACE> magazine

I got to know Wu Wei many years ago because of his interior design project, when he took us to his residential design project in the west of Beijing. At
that time. | thought he was a little introverted with little words, answering only when asked, but he would rattle if the question struck home.

However, | gat familiar with him because of his design of the furniture. Wu Wei got involved in furniture design in 2009, when we were striving
to market Chinese original design, promoting a lot of the original design exhibition. | felt Mr. Wu's strong creativity through his furniture design.
Therefore, he was a designer advocated by us. His experience in furniture design in turn helped him rediscover his interior design. Then, he focused
on the interior design of the catering space.

Mr. Wu once designed an ornament in the shape of rabbit which drooped an ear and squatted quietly. When | saw it in the exhibition, | was very
curious about the inspiration of the design. He compares himself to the rabbit since he is born in the year of rabbit, And he always think that he is
a shy and introverted little rabbit, so the ornament droopes an ear, but it is also sensitive and astute because the other ear has been standing and

always observing the surrounding movement. Now. this shy little rabbit is the best seller of Ullens store of design products, which is often in out of
stock.

Design is actually the materialized process of the designer' s thinking. Mr. Wu is a designer rich in heart and smart in thinking, yet slightly shy, and
his designs always show his unique design personality. abundant feelings contained in the quietness and a smart temperament contained in the
simplicity. He seems more concerned about how to create a friendly, comfortable, and warm feeling in a normal environment so that everyone can
have a wealth of emotions in the simple environment, which makes a full display in his design of Four Seasons Blessing Roast Duck Restaurant.
This restaurant, located in Beijing East 40 Lane. is a two-storey building in Chinese style with the slightly cramped height. Wu Wei puts the space in
order by simple and clean approaches. For example, the atrium provides an open visual sense of permeability to the upstairs and downstairs and
creates a feeling of Siheyuan (Courtyard House) in this two-storey building. Besides, the handling of the recycling old elms and quartzite that are
simple yet with age imprints brings a spatial atmosphere with an affinity. A sense of texture of the materials and the temperament of the space are
complementary to each other. and the visual presentation contributes to the spatial temperament.

Several days ago. Mr. Wu invited me to write a preface for his design collection made by Wulimenwai Design Firm. | accepted his request in a
panic and had no idea of how to begin, so | asked for the electronic version of the book and seriously read twice. | cannot help being in joy for Wu's
intention and effort.

In this book, a part of content particularly attracts me, because it is rare in the collections of other designers. Wu Wei unreservedly gives out his own
thoughts for the cases from taking over the project to the project analysis, communications with the owners, site survey, the overall design, hand-



painted manuscripts, site construction, and the deepening design. For him, it is a good process of sorting out. for the readers, it is a good way to
communicate.

Mr. Wu said: 'he has been studying for several years about how to create a unique spatial temperament in a popular restaurant space so as to allow
customers to get the comfort and beauty when dining yet not disturb them.” The descriptions of the design process in the book, in fact, reflect his
thinking process and methods. while the design strategy is the value core

Wu Wei's research for the design strategy is related to the restaurarit space he focuses on. As the catering space for the mass consumers, the
primary problem is to get the balance between the designer's creative desires, personal expressions, and the owner' s orientation for the restaurant,
budget control, and business objectives. Wu Wei once designed a project with full freedom, he thought it was full of personalities and design sense,
but the owner demolished it two months later. This is a big hit for him, Since then. he began to think about the balance between the design and
business objectives. and the attempt to introduce design strategies into the catering space achieved a success in "Jingfuyanbang'. Although Wu Wel
claims this attempt that it is ‘immature owner encountering immature designer’, it is indeed a successful experience for him. Since the design Is just
as a game, accidents sometimes happen. In this case, he gradually realized that the early introduction of design strategies could accurately describe
the outlook of the restaurants in the catering projects and contribute to the subsequent design.

In addition, due to the owner' s trust in him, most of owners hope Wu Wei to participate in their business investment decisions at the beginning of
the design so as to integrate business strategy with design strategy together. By this way, the designer bears more responsibilities. Wu Wei often
discusses with the owners in the early design according to the dishes and business objectives to assist them in working out business strategies. In
the "Four Seasons Blessing', the owner has run several restaurants in a universal way before this case. However, Wu Wei's team formulates their clear
design strategy on the basis of business strategy which takes into aceount Chinese traditional diet, especially Beijing specialty-—roast duck, as well
as the investment budget, and the business strategy helps to deduce the required seats, cost control, ete. Under the guidance of this design strategy,
it is easy to determine the design theme, ambience, and materials. In conclusion. the Implementation of this design strategy presents a design style
with the blend of modern and tradition in "Four Seasons Blessing", as well as the comfortable and amiable atmosphere.

Through this design collections, we can get Wu Wei's design experience in the restaurant space during these years, which is not brilliant views, nor
complacent about his achievements, but serious thinking and down-to—earth designs. What a rare book!
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IN=X team is made of experts and talents from different colleges. They have rich experience and
multicultural expertise background, which can provide qualified and high efficient service to our clients.
Led by design director Mr. Wu Qihua (Wu Wei), IN+X team has finished a lot of successful cases of
restaurants.

According to the design conception of IN+=X, there is no "best" design but the most suitable one. After
detailed and full consideration, the design which can match the clients perfectly is what a mature
business design group should bring to customers.

IN=X always studies the relationship between design and business and looks for the balance between
these two sides. We don't only create unique space design for clients by our expertise of designing
business space, but also make the business mold which can produce market differences. The accurate
positioning of indoor space can enhance the trust of clients and set up characterized business mold.

The success of a business space should be confirmed by the end users but not the owner and
designer. Business space mostly needs to meet the requirement of business, combining the
requirements of user, owner and designer, presenting a characterized, comfortable surrounding which
can bring unique experiences by overlapping more layers.

The vigor growth of IN+<X cannot do withoui our all customers’ trust and support. Good cooperation
hase makes a lot of successful jumps. In fact, we grow up with customers. Hereby, IN*X expresses
thanks to all served restaurant brands and [noks forward to working with more brands.
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Case Analysis of IN*X

Among all cases of IN*X catering design, we choose Yaoyaolingxian Diet Club and Sijiminfu Roast
Duck Restaurant to share the process and experience.

The themes of these two cases are characteristic at the positioning of catering space management.
And the process and obtained experience are very rich and meaningful.

The theme of Yaoyaolingxian Diet Club is healthy food, which brings an accurate business position of
this restaurant from the aspect of business management. And we also develop the design around the
theme. The extra waste during producing and shipping is avoided through the localized decoration
materials. A lot of green elements are adopted to echo the conception of healthy food.

The design method of Sijiminfu Roast Duck Restaurant is a new try by using wooden material to
reflect unique quality to match the soft and extremely warm hearted theme of the whole space. The
traditional Peking cuisine led by roast duck is presented in a more relaxing tone. Wooden material is
collected from old architecture, and is renewed as indoor decoration material. Leafy green trees are
planted in the middle court, and skylight is brought in by court yard. Bird cage and pigeon specimen
mix the mark of Beijing life into indoor display.
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Yaoyaolingxian Diet Club
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Designer: Wu Qihua (Wu Wel)

Project Location: Dongying Shandong
Building Area: 2200

Main Material : gray stone, quarizite, simulation turf

vooden strip, metal square tube
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Project Introduction

This case is about restaurant themed with healthy diet and feast culture in modern Chinese style. A lot of Chinese classical decorative elements and
materials are used in the whole space, in which fashionable factors are also added to reflect Chinese styled decorative elegance and culture, making this
style meet the aesthetic requirement of current society. The combination of low carbon environment protection and healthy diet conception is a key point
of this case. Large quantity of natural materials like yellow granite and quartzite come from local places of Shangdong province and with good quality

Obtaining local materials can follow up with low carbon environment protection better. Natural elements like displayed flowers and plants large area of

simulation turf decorated in the wall, and pine coned ceiling in open dining area can be seen everywhere, not only reflecting the theme of Yaoyaolingxian

Diet Club, but also presenting the original nature to the customers
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