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Foreword

XuduyYi

The early winter in 2006, Mr.Chen Jialing came to the studio of "Track Art" on invitation.

The cause of that was we managed to host "The 1st Art Exhibition by Track Art." 10 artists will be
chosen from each group of famous contemporary art and traditional art, then contemporary artists
exhibite their works that created by traditional ink and paper, and traditional artists display works
by oil on canvas. The idea received almost unanimous support from artists. But since then, especially
the famous contemporary artists had a busy schedule on exhibitions at home and abroad, so the
exhibition has to be suspended. Perhaps the works by contemporary and traditional artists can be
separated from exhibitions, and even can be solo exhibition. | still believe till now this idea is
feasible on value, although there are similar ideas and exhibitions, the final results are not
satisfactory. Last year, Mr. Li Xiaoshan curated an exhibition of contemporary works on paper,
except Shang yang, Fang Lijun and a few artists, most works were sketches and drafts - it certainly
didn't make any sense to Chinese.ink and rice paper.

Mr.Chen had produced his oil painting in studio and meanwhile Chinese painting by Shang Yang,
all works had been published in "Track Art" edition 11and 12. Some of these works have also



participated in two exhibitions.

It's the first time for Mr.Chen to create oil on canvas.he tried two small paintings and immediately
found his way. As his assistant, | clearly noticed the force to use the unfamiliar practices. | believed
that was from decades experience of life and his unparalleled artistic talents.

Chen's works selected in the book "Reading Image", there is no concern of concept and style ; no
worry of Western or Oriental, only left us the lines of stability and smoothness; flexible and proper
layout; Chen's work has always been‘airy and harmony with the connotation of feminine and
elegant. j

Even if the same forms and techniques on the painting, it's hardlyly to handle by an inexperienced
talent, since the lines, layout and intention, only the veteran Mr.Chen can reach.

Although Chen's works have noting to do with concepts and styles. The works are likely the same
look at first glance, but it shows more sense which is hard to find on paper works, such as light and



strong, gentle and bold, empty and solid. It looks fresh in different materials and techniques. This
is further evidence of what painting subject is not important, more important is how to draw it. The
so-called contemporary significance, not only criticize the reality indignantly and praise the free
nature, while Chen's works define as the latter. Personally, | even believe that, no need to care for
what contemporary significance is, as long as it's a good painting.

We also had seen many other similar works in forms, it's still hard to succeed in the traditional
meaning and layout, inevitably frivolous. Chen's paintings proceed from tradition at large,he could
go beyond the limit of sketch and attain the condition of assembling symbols. Therefore, | think
the works of Mr.Chen are master piece.

|
May 2008, Beijing /"Wk
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