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FOREWORD

Lotus is referred to as the "gentleman of flowers" in China. The plant shape, flower
color and fragrance, rhyme and cultural symbol of nobility, were generally acclaimed using
poems, calligraphy arts, and paintings in China from ancient times to today. Many of these
monumental works were kept to the present. With the invention of photography about 100
years ago, especially the digital photography in the past twenty years, numerous photos of
lotus were taken and published. I have collected more than twenty of lotus photographic
albums and all of the pictures were shoot by photographers who loves lotus. No matter
windy, raining or sunny weather, they carefully captured these excellent views and take the
photos in remote lakes and ponds. These artistic works enriched lotus culture of China.

This book collected over 300 pictures which mainly focused on the lotus landscape on
a large scale, meanwhile represented many different subjects. All of the photos in this book
includes the following parts: Lotus scenery in natural and artificial wetlands; Lotus fragrance
along street, and in village and courtyard; Beautiful landscape in lotus exposition; All
emotions aroused from lotus; Abundant appearances and rhymes of lotus; etc.. The photos
of the natural lotus forms in original ecological wetland, the lotus landscapes in artificial
elaborate-designed waterscape, the elegant lotus sceneries with local characteristics in all
the previous national expositions of lotus, and the lotus waterscapes in communal gardens
can inspire the designers of wetlands and waterscapes, growers of lotus and constructors of
exposition, and can make them do better in the future. In addition, many of these pictures
depict the harmonious relationships between the lotus and both humans and animals, showing
the ecological and social effects produced from reasonable utilization of the protected
wetlands. Some beautiful pictures of lotus cultivars were collected in this book, so you can
enjoy the cultivars with artistic view.

The topic of this book is lotus, supplementary with waterlily and Victoria.

Most of the pictures in this book were taken in China and a few of them are from abroad.
The places where the photos were taken, included large areas, from the eastern Shanghai
and Hangzhou to the western Xinjiang, and from the southern Hainan to the northern
Heilongjiang. These photos allow us to enjoy not only the famous and historic lotus spots but
also the lotus growing in the wild areas and the remote rural villages and small towns.

This book includes the works of more than 40 authors, some of them are foreigners who
love the lotus. Thus the book resulted from the ideas and works of the group. Most of the
photos were taken as part of the photographer’s jobs or their hobbies. All of the works are
from true-life, some looks like wash painting as well as some like watercolors, which give us
pleasant views. Although some works are little short of artistic value, we also selected them
due to their records of historic landscape or local characteristics.



The Chinese title of the book was handwritten by Academician and Professor Chen
Junyu, my advisor. He left his last valuable calligraphic works to us when he was 95 years
old. It has been one year since he passed away, but we will bear him in mind forever. Over
the past thirty years, my wife and I have written or editted more than ten books, and almost
for each book he revised the article, or wrote an inscription or a preface or book title. In all
of these his kind and cordial affection left us an memorable impression. The most impressive
thing is that in the end of 2011 though I knew Professor Chen was ill at the age of 95, I told
him that we will write this book and plan to publish it in 2013, and hope he can handwrite
the book title. It was so cheerful that he immediately agreed on my request. Also he asked
me when the handwriting was needed. I said: “it is not urgent, in the next year you can write
it anytime when you feel better”. He said: “I am afraid that I cannot write it well with the
writing brush, because my hands are slightly tremulous”. I said: “any types of pen will be
OK”. Prof. Chen finally said: “OK”. I never dreamed that it is the last time for us to talk.
Just after the spring festival of 2012, I received the handwriting of the book title mailed by
Mr. Chen. It is incredible that he used Chinese writing brush to write the title, and wrote two
pieces of different style.

We did our best on writing and editing this book, for the memory of our great advisor -
Professor Chen Junyu!

This book was listed in the 2012 working scheme of Lotus Branch of Chinese Flower
Association. Finally I like to thank Prof. Chen Longqing, the head of Lotus Branch, Chinese
Lotus Association, and Zhao Kaige, Liu Ruixue and Zhao Mei etc., for their translation
from Chinese to English. I would like also express my sincere thanks to the government of
Qiaotou Town in Dongguan City of Guangdong, the Government of Lotus(Lianhua) County
in Jiangxi, the Artificial Lotus Garden of Nanjing City, and the Loving-Lotus Garden of
Huaihai Farm in Yancheng City of Jiangsu, for supporting the publication of the book with
funds.

Beautiful China like a great painting, were jointly constructed by all nationalities of
people and after experienced some generations’ hard work. The lotus is a symbol of honesty,
sincerity and beauty, and it will play an important role in construction of beautiful China, our
homeland. I hope, this album of lotus landscapes can contribute to vegetation restoration of

wetland, protection of aquatic eco-environment.

Wang Qichao
May, 28,2013
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These photographs were taken in wild lotus wetlands
throughout the world, showing the survival of this
ancient plant species over millions of years. Today, if
lotus were used as plant material to construct artificial
waterspaces or restore wetlands, it is better to follow
nature as much as possible to design a blueprint to blend
the natural beauty and artificial beauty. Only in this
way can we protect ecological environment and beautify
waterspaces at the same time, which is the aim pursued
by designers and planners. Viewing these pictures might
give us some inspiration.

Lotus grow in community with other aquatic plants,
reflecting the natural biodiversity and the beauty of natural
wetlands as well. Wild lotus usually keep some original
characteristics, such as large-sized shape, few-petalled,
red flowers and fertility. From some pictures we can see
other emerged plants in addition to lotus, such as reeds and
iris. Also there are some floating plants, such as caltrop,
Nymphoides, water lily; invisible underwater submerged
plants, such as Potamogeton, Ceratophyllum, Potamogeton,
Hydrilla and bladderwort. Rarely wild lotus grow in the
form of a single population. We call the lotus found in
Weishan Lake, Dongting Lake, Poyang Lake and Honghu
as “wild lotus” because they are produced naturally.

There are some abandoned artificial wetlands in cities
with lotus scattered in the weeds. Here we also count them as
“wild lotus landscape”.

Natural lotus community never covers the surface of
water totally. Why? Original lakes (wetland, “Paozi” in the
Northeast China) have uneven bottoms, some of which are
connected with rivers. Because of the erosion of slow flow,
the waterways have deep middle bottoms and shallow sides.
For most lotus, the suitable water depth is 20-120 cm. When
it is deeper than 140 cm, the standing leaves get very close to
water surface and they might produce some flowers. While
it is over 150 cm, there are only floating leaves left. When
deeper, even floating leaves disappear. From afar, one can
see the height of lotus reduced gradually to form a cascade
which shows that the depth of water is gradually beyond the
growth limit of lotus. Also Lotus cannot grow when exposed
to excessive water flow.

No revetments were found in natural lotus wetlands,
especially for the “Paozi” in Heilongjiang District. It is
because that the water level fluctuates in flood seasons and
there is not a fixed water area. Furthermore, it is not necessary
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to build up a revetment for a wild pond or lake.

Our ancestors lived by the water, building up tatty houses
and walking in dirt roads. Over years, these structures might
disappear without a trace. Therefore, when taking pictures of the
original lotus lakes, one can hardly see any buildings surrounded
and sometimes photographers might even get stuck in the mire.
This is exactly the case when author took pictures of lotus 15
years ago in Tongjiang County, Heilongjiang Province.

Although lotus of many inland lakes are not planted
artificially, the landscape scenes generated by them do
not look exactly the same as the ones in Northeast China.
In general, it is because of human interventions, such as
boating, fowling, raising ducks, collecting water chestnuts,
lotus roots and reeds. To some extent, the rise of tourism in
these places undermined the local ecological environment.
In Northeast China, some wild lotus habitats are also being
utilized for tourism. The local authority should attach great
importance to strengthening the protection of wild lotus
habitats.
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