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Passage 541 Monday Date: f / / (D/IM/Y)
Words: 258 Time Spent: Score: /5

Examinations

Examinations have come to exercise (fifi/lll) so great an
influence in the modern age that it may be difficult to take
a view of them unclouded by prejudices (Ji ). Those who
pass examinations have an interest in encouraging their use
and in emphasizing their advantages. Those who fail may
be in danger of accepting a pessimistic view of their own

abilities which could affect their whole future. Here lies a
great danger, for even in society in which everyone would be given an equal chance, no means
of selection can be tolerated which depresses the ambition of those rejected. There was little
disgrace (AAJ#) in failing in an examination at a time when only a small elite (78 A#))
was involved. Nowadays nearly every one is examined and graded at one level or another, and
opportunity for promotion is becoming steadily more available to those who pass the tests.
Examinations are important, but what is regrettable is that there is a tendency to put aside
that which is not to be estimated by examinations. Moral excellence and strength of character,
though encouraged in schools by tradition, come second to examination technique when a pupil
applies for an entrance to the next stage of education. But we must bear in mind that it is the
defects (fi#s5) in personal qualities rather than a lack of knowledge which are responsible for

failures in life.

Reading Comprehension £

1. A pessimistic view of one’s own abilities will those who did not do well in
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the examination.

A. be useful to B. be helpful to
C. do harm to D. have little effect on
2.Those who favor the examinations are probably the ones that _ the
examinations.
A. thought little of B. failed in
C. attached no importance to D. succeeded in
3. have at least experienced some sorts of examinations in his life.
A. All people B. Most people
C. Some people D. Few people

4. After one has graduated from a university, examinations
A. will be meaningless to him
B. will have nothing to do with him
C. will give him no trouble again
D. still play an important role in his life
5. The fact that moral excellence and strength of character can’t be estimated by

examinations is in examinations.
A. the only defect B. an important advantage
C. one of the defects D. one of the advantages
> =
Passage 542 Monday Date: / / / (D/M/Y)
Words: 228 Time Spent: Score: /5

Is the Octopus a Human Killer?

The octopus’s (¥ ffi) reputation as a human-killer isn’t simply
an exaggeration — it is a total myth. The octopus can indeed be a
deadly hunter but only of its natural prey clams, mussels (JIifi )1), crabs,
lobsters and an occasional sick or unwary fish have reason to be
frightened of this multi-armed predator, but a person is much too large

to interest even the biggest octopus. Even a giant among octopi is much

smaller than most people imagine. Far from being large enough to engulf
a submarine, as monster octopi in movies have been known to do, the
largest octopi, found on the Pacific coast, weigh around 110 pounds and grow to a diameter of no
more than ten feet.

The hard, parrot-like beak () of an octopus is not used for attacking deep-sea divers, but
for cutting open crabs and lobsters. Indeed, the octopus possesses such a tiny throat that it cannot

2,
I

.



Unit1

swallow large pieces of meat. It feeds instead by pouring digestive juices into its victims, and
then sucking up the soupy remains. A clam or scallop (5 J1) that finds itself in the grasp of an
octopus has only a short time to live. But human beings are perfectly safe. Still, people rarely care

to venture close enough to these timid creatures to get a good look at them.

1g Comprehension

1. This passage is mainly about
A. the horrors of the octopus
B. the largest octopus in the world
C. octopi and their behavior
D. the octopus’s deadly hunting method
2. It is implied but not stated in the passage that
A. people have groundless fears about the octopus
B. the octopus is not interested in human beings because they are too large for it
C. the octopus is afraid of human beings
D. the octopus is a very vicious sea animal
3. Which of the following statements is TRUE? The octopus
A. usually uses its eight tentacles to tear its prey into pieces before eating it up
B. always catches sick and careless fish
C. never attacks people
D. can engulf submarines
4. The hard beak of the octopus is used for .
A. attacking deep-sea divers B. cutting up large pieces of meat
C. cutting open its prey D. defending itself
5. From the passage, we can conclude that
A. the octopus is not dangerous to man, as many people believe it to be
B. people often fear creatures that are not dangerous to them
C. the octopus only hunts its natural prey
D. things described in movies are not to be believed
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Words: 233 Time Spent: Score: /5

Honeybee’s Life in a Colony

Honeybees cannot live alone. Their body structure and instincts equip them for life in a
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colony or community, where they have a complex social
organization and the various duties are divided among
the individuals according to physical fitness and age. An
individual worker bee cannot reproduce itself. While it
may continue to live if forcibly isolated from its mates,
it fails to care for itself adequately, and soon dies. Most
insects have the ability to hibernate (% f[X) in winter,
but the honeybee seems to have lost this. Since at low
temperatures the bee will die, it must have the ability

to make its own environment, so far as temperature is
concerned. This makes a colony necessary to the bees in winter, so that they may collectively
warm each other. Efficiency, if not necessity, demands that the work of the colony be divided, and
such a division of labor tends to enhance the need to maintain the colony, the physical structure
of the honeybee is further suited for the defense of the entire colony rather than for its own
defense. The bee’s barbed sting is used only once and is made more effective by the fact that it is
left behind in the victim. With the loss of the sting however, the bee dies. This kind of defensive
weapon is not of service to the individual, but to the community.

1. According to the passage, bees are fitted for communal life by virtue of their
A. flexibility and initiative
B. independence and endurance
C. intelligence and sensitivity
D. instincts and form
2. According to the passage, a worker bee may survive for a short time even if it
is :
A. deprived of its sting
B. denied access to oxygen
C. isolated from other bees
D. exposed to a wide range of temperatures
3. It can be inferred from the passage that at one time bees had the ability to
A. increase their activity in lower temperatures
B. leave cold climates during winter
C. remain dormant through periods of cold weather
D. construct insulated (Y57 fY) hives
4. According to the passage, bees differ from most other communities of insects in their need
to
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A. reproduce in large numbers
B. control the temperature where they live
C. divide the work of their colonies
D. have a complex defense system
5.According to the passage, the honeybee’s sting is particularly effective because
it
A. has many potential uses
B. can kill several victims at once
C. is located in the rear of the bee’s body
D. remains with the bee’s victim

Passage 544 Tuesday Date: / / / (D/M/Y)
Words: 271 Time Spent: Score: /5

How to Grow Old?

Some old people are oppressed by the fear of death. In the young

there is a justification for this feeling. Young men who have reason
to fear that they will be killed in battle may justifiably feel bitter in
the thought that they have been cheated of the best things that life has
to offer. But in an old man who has known human joys and sorrows,
and has achieved whatever work it was in him to do, the fear of death
is somewhat abject (]2 ) and ignoble (A HiLfY). The best way to
overcome it — so at least it seems to me — is to make your interests

gradually wider and more impersonal, until bit by bit the walls of the

ego recede (IR %), and your life becomes increasingly merged in the universal life. An individual
human existence should be like a river — small at first, narrowly contained within its banks, and
rushing passionately past boulders and over waterfalls. Gradually the river grows wider, the banks
recede, the waters flow more quietly, and in the end, without any visible break, they become
merged in the sea, and painlessly lose their individual being. The man who, in old age, can see his
life in this way, will not suffer from the fear of death, since the things he cares for will continue.
And if, with the decay of vitality, weariness increases, the thought of rest will be not unwelcome.
I should wish to die while still at work, knowing that others will carry on what I can no longer do,

and content in the thought that what was possible has been done.
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Reading Comprehension i

1. Itis

that young people fear they will die.

A. not surprising

C. oppressive

2. Fear of death in old people is

B. unnatural
D. deceitful

A. not something the writer admires

B. wider and more impersonal

C. all right for someone who has known joys and sorrows
D. truly justified
3. As a person’s interests become more impersonal, so

A. his existence becomes like a river B. the sense of individuality decreases

C. life flows without a visible break D. the waters flow more quietly

4. An old person can reach a stage where

A. the things he cares for will continue B. he wishes to die while still at work

C. his life will continue
5. In the sentence “they have been cheated of the best things that life has to offer” what is
the meaning of “cheated” here?

D. he looks on death positively

A. Lied. B. Stolen.
C. Robbed. D. Lost
r e & e
Passage 545 Wednesday Date: / / / (D/IM/Y)
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Are Moral Standards Declining?

The decline in moral standards — which has
long concerned social analysts — has at last captured
the attention of average Americans. And Jean Bethke
Elshtain, for one, is glad.

Morals

The good old days

Now\L

The fact that ordinary citizens are now starting
to think seriously about the nation’s moral climate,
says this ethics (f8H2%) professor at the University
of Chicago, is reason to hope that new ideas will come
forward to improve it.



But the challenge is not to be underestimated. Materialism and individualism in American
society are the biggest obstacles. “The thought that ‘I’'m in it for me’ has become deeply rooted in
the national consciousness,” Ms. Elshtain says.

Some of this can be attributed to the disintegration of traditional communities, in which
neighbors looked out for one another, she says. With today’s greater mobility and with so many
couples working, those bonds have been weakened, replaced by a greater emphasis on self.

In a 1996 poll of Americans, loss of morality topped the list of the biggest problems facing
the U.S.. And Elshtain says the public is correct to sense that: Data show that Americans are
struggling with problems unheard of in the 1950’s, such as classroom violence and a high rate of
births to unmarried mothers.

The desire for a higher moral standard is not a lament (##X) for some nonexistent “golden
age,” Elshtain says, nor is it a wishful (—7#f1&/&#Y) longing for a time that denied opportunities
to women and minorities. Most people, in fact, favor the lessening of prejudice. Moral decline
will not be reversed until people find ways to counter the materialism in society, she says. “Slowly,
you recognize that the things that matter are those that can’t be bought.”

1. Professor Elshtain is pleased to see that Americans
A. have adapted to a new set of moral standards
B. are longing for the return of the good old days
C. have realized the importance of material things
D. are awakening to the lowering of their moral standards
2. The moral decline of American society is caused mainly by
A. its growing wealth
B. the self-centeredness of individuals
C. underestimating the impact of social changes
D. the prejudice against women and minorities
3. Which of the following characterizes the traditional communities?
A. Great mobility.
B. Concern for one’s neighbors.
C. Emphasis on individual effort.
D. Ever-weakening social bonds.
4. In the 1950’s, classroom violence
A. was something unheard of
B. was by no means a rare occurrence

C. attracted a lot of public attention



