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Preface

The road to recovery for world economy remains bumpy since 2012.
However, as one of the most important polar for Chinese economy, Shanghai
has been implementing fully the strategy of “ Driven by Innovation &
Developing via Transition” and accelerating its construction of the “Four
Centers” . In September 2013, the China ( Shanghai) Pilot Free Trade Zone
was established and will actively transform the functions of the government,
ensuring the trade and investment facilitation in China. The practice in the
China ( Shanghai) Pilot Free Trade Zone will offer opportunities to Shanghai
economic development and benefit implementing of the strategy of
construction of international trade center in Shanghai.

In order to analyze new features and trends across all business sectors
and provide implications for government decision-making and industrial
development, Shanghai Municipal Commission of Commerce, together with
Institute of Scientific and Technical Information of Shanghai, have
continuously tracked and studied the dynamic status of world business
development.

Following the general principles of “ Study the overseas world,
combined with domestic realities and targeted at Shanghai locality” , this
annual “ Report on World Commerce Development 2013 — 2014 ” keeps
continuity of study contents with emphasis on trend study of major business
fields and specialized research of hot issues. The whole report includes three
sections, i. e. the general induction, the study of dynamic status of main
industries in commerce, and some special topics about commerce.

In chapter one, the general status quo of world commerce is described ,
and the dynamic status of some commercial industries are also summarized.

In addition, some new trends in world commerce are analyzed briefly.



The second section consists nine chapters, including international trade
development, conventional commerce sectors ( wholesale trade and retail
trade) , e-commerce, bulk commodities trade, modern logistics, exhibition,
professional services, creative industry, and foreign direct investment
(FDI). In each chapter, the author analyzes such issues as the general
status quo of the topic industry, its market structure, the leading enterprises
in the industry, emerging modes of business, industry policies, and so on.

In third section, four topics are discussed. First, free trade areas
(FTAs) or free trade regions ( FTRs) and their developing modes are
analyzed. Second, as the evolution of neo-protectionism in international
trade , more trade friction and disputes take place. Thus, some typical cases
of trade friction and disputes are studied. Third, we discuss the impacts of
the headquarter economy in a city on its commercial development. Forth,
according to the current evaluating system of international financial center,
we study the status quo of major international financial centers in the world,
and summarize their experience which may be used for reference by
Shanghai.

In the process of study, we have made the best of collecting the latest
reference resources in the hope of establishing the full, objective landscape
of commerce development throughout the world. However, constrained by
our research capabilities and academic ranks, this publication is bound to
have some oversights, errors and omissions. Hence, the authors look
forward to sharing and discussing our work and our findings, and sincerely

welcome your comments and suggestions.

Editors
March 2014
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