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Passage 1

B O P e M B T A R i

University’s Boot Camp Gives
Freshmen Fighting Chance

RENO, Nev. —Welcome to boot camp, you maggots.

Stand up straight, suck in that gut and recite the periodic table.

What did you say? I can’t hear you! Drop and give me 20.

When the University of Nevada, Reno holds its first academic boot camp Aug. 16-20,
there won’t be any snarling drill instructors ordering freshmen to scrub the latrines with
toothbrushes, but it won’t be easy, either.

They will spend five days, from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m., attending classes, working in study
groups and taking exams.

Just as basic training prepares soldiers for combat, the goal of UNR’s new boot camp,
called Biofit, is to help freshmen majoring in certain scientific fields improve their chances of
surviving that fragile first semester of college.

“Students of all levels of preparation come here, and some of them struggle that first
semester,”’said Jeff Thompson, dean of UNR’s College of Science. “And studies show that if
students struggle that first semester, it’s very hard for them to overcome.”

Struggling students also are at risk of dropping out, and UNR is on a mission to improve
its graduation rate.

Last year, slightly more than half of the freshmen who entered UNR in 2006 graduated.

The graduation rate in 2012 for UNR students who earned a diploma in six years was 54
percent. That’s 2 points below the national six-year graduation rate of 56 percent.

Another hopeful indicator is UNR’s retention rate: 79 percent of the freshmen who came
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on campus in 2011 were still enrolled when the next fall semester began.

Attending the boot camp is voluntary, and during its first year, enrollment will be limited
to freshmen who plan to major in biology or neuroscience.

“It’s a test run with no risk to them,” Thompson said. “They have the opportunity to make
adjustments before they get a poor grade that first semester that’s hard to recover from. That’s
really what we’re trying to address.”

The students will live in the same residence hall and have to pay $200, which will cover
food, room and program materials.

UNR joins a growing number of campuses that offer this type of experience to help
freshman successfully make the transition from high school to college.

Louisiana State University held the first weeklong boot camp in 2005 for new freshmen
biology majors at its College of Science, where Kevin Carman was the dean at the time.

Carman, who became UNR’s new provost in February, made starting a boot camp at
UNR one of his top priorities.

Thompson said LSU’s boot camp has increased student graduation rates for new
freshmen by 50 percent.

“That is very significant,” he said.

He credits that improvement to the way boot camp exposes freshmen to the tougher
academic requirements of higher education before they start their first semester.

“The point of boot camp is that college is very different, but most students don’t really
understand that,” Thompson said.

They can hear that message repeated by UNR recruiters, high school counselors and their
parents, but the boot camp experience drives it home, he said.

“We try to compress into a fairly short time what it is like to be a university student,”
Thompson said.

The students will attend several classes each day, take exams and get feedback on how
they did.

Although the first Biofit boot camp will be open only to biology and neuroscience majors,
Thompson wants to offer it next year to all of the incoming freshman in the College of
Science.

“Provost Carman eventually wants to expand this across as much of the university as we
can,” Thompson said.

Other universities have boot camps for students majoring in theater, engineering and
business as well as for disabled veterans and high school graduates who are smart but at-risk
because of bad study habits.

Christina Cho, UNR’s director of advising, recruitment and retention for the College of
Science, said the college is recruiting undergraduates majoring in biology and neuroscience to
serve as mentors for the boot camp students.

2
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Biology majors Brandy Reynolds and Chris Gomez, two undergraduates who will mentor
freshmen in the upcoming boot camp, said they could have used some help adapting to
university life when they first came on campus.

“One of the hardest things I had to deal with from a social aspect was having to deal with
a roommate who was a slob, but he moved out six weeks into the semester,” Gomez said.
“Then there were five guys who lived on the same floor and played video games until five in
the morning.”

On the academic side, Gomez, who wants to become a dentist, and Reynolds, a pre-med
student, found the work load much harder than they expected.

“You have to learn to manage the credit load and the intensity at which each professor
teaches their class,” Gomez said. “In an hour and 15 minutes they go through two-and-a-half
chapters of information.”

Freshmen will learn that exams are crucial to their grades, Reynolds said.

“In a lot of the courses you take, the grades are based mainly on exams, whereas in high
school, you had homework and extra credit that could boost your grades in the end if you
messed up on a test,” she said. “That’s not the case so much in college.”

Gomez said the newly found freedom that freshman experience when they leave home
poses another danger, Gomez said.

“Some freshmen are like, ‘I'm away from mom and dad and there’s a party down the
street and I can stay up until 3 in the morning,’” he said.

“But if you only get two hours sleep, you’re probably not going to function well the next
day. So with that freedom comes responsibility and knowing your limits,” Gomez said.

(By Lenita and Reno Gazette, from USA TODAY, May 12, 2013)

New Words and Expressions

suck in that gut (a4 Wig
the periodic table (4b) TTERAWE
snarl [sna:l] n. (B G (EHL, TR (), Mg (75)
scrub [skrab] vt. & vi. 18Rk

vt. WOoH R E5ik

n. BEARN
latrine [lo'tri:n) n. CEAEALHDD S, fEhT
drop out (thig) B B (HEFESE)
neuroscience ['njusrausarans]  n. MR RGRE FRMERHRY. M)
provost ['provest] n. (EEFELREM) HEK: (2R K
credit... to bl BN (FEYD; d AN M E
recruiter [rr'kru:ta(r)] n. AR fExRAR
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mess up fafil; FERE: T BEEL: EAERT
maggot ['maegat] n. B, PREk

adj. Z 4H
Notes

retention rate: {4 % . X B 215 KZFM freshman E45 K KRR Z G EEIX AT K2
J+#% sophomore tbfil. #Egtil, EEMHFEREG R —RAE 23, LR X#ME 30%
PL 2R E SRR SR 2 iR, XM F 3 TR E R G E HIE L Im .

Exercises

1. Choose the right answer to each of the following questions.
1. What do freshmen do in the academic boot camp?
A. They are to be trained for combat.
B. They scrub the latrines with toothbrushes.
C. They overcome their shortcomings.
D. They attend classes, work in groups and take exams.
2. What is the purpose of UNR’s boot camp?
A. To improve the chance of surviving their first semester of university.
B. To improve the graduation rate.
C. To improve the retention rate.
D. All of the above.
3. According to Thompson, which of the following statement is NOT true?
A. College is very different from middle school.
B. The boot camp can help freshmen change their roles from middle school students to
college students in a short time.
C. The boot camp is open to all of freshmen.
D. Freshmen can have chance to experience tougher academic requirements of higher
education before the start their university.
4. What do we know about mentors?
A. They are also majoring in biology and neuroscience.
B. They are undergraduates.
C. They help freshmen to adapt to college life.
D. All of the above.
5. What freshmen should NOT learn before they begin their first semester?
A. To manage the credit load.

B. Exams are crucial to their grades.
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C. College is more freedom than at home.
D. The intensity of academic study is very hard.

IL. Translate the following into Chinese.
He credits that improvement to the way boot camp exposes freshmen to the tougher
academic requirements of higher education before they start their first semester.

Passage 2

i s s R G B b S B R B e e el L i

What Is a B.A. in English Worth Anymore?

Jonathan Timm considers himself lucky. A 2011 college graduate, he landed a job not
long ago that both pays the bills and makes use of his education.

“Basically, I got hired for my abilities to think and write analytically, cut through
complex issues and communicate effectively—exactly the skills liberal arts education should
teach,” says Timm, 24, of Oakland. An investigator for a state agency, Habeas Corpus
Resource Center, he gathers evidence to help indigent inmates on death row get a new trial, off
of death row or both.

The job search took about a year, during which he also waited tables, took an unpaid
internship and had periods of “doubt and regret”. But if he had to do it over again, Timm says,
he would again go to Shimer College, a liberal arts school in Chicago whose coursework is
based on the Great Books.

There was a time when college was a place where young adults could expand their
horizons. But as tuitions increase, student debt mounts and job prospects for recent grads
remain uncertain, Timm and his alma mater represent increasing rarities in higher education:
students and schools whose primary goals center on a broad-based education in the arts and
sciences. Today, students and parents say college should prepare students for a good job.

A record 87.9% of freshmen this year say a very important reason for going to college is
“to be able to get a better job,” according to an annual survey by UCLA’s Cooperative
Institutional Research Program. And parents are more likely to strongly agree that vocational
school—or no college at all-—provides a better pathway to a good job than does a liberal arts
education, says a survey out in March by /nside Higher Ed, a trade publication.

Meanwhile, Virginia, Arkansas, Tennessee and Colorado are among a growing number of

states publishing databases comparing the earning power of degrees for recent graduates based
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on where they went to school and what they majored in. Governors of Texas, Florida,
Wisconsin and, most recently, North Carolina, argue that public universities should focus on
majors, especially in the fields of science, technology, engineering and math, that will meet
their state’s workforce needs. Even President Obama has made jobs central to his higher-
education agenda.

Proponents of the liberal arts say criticisms are based on outdated stereotypes. Many
liberal arts colleges, including Shimer, have beefed up opportunities for internships. North
Carolina’s Davidson College will start a program this summer that will connect graduating
seniors with paid fellowships at non-profits. Wake Forest University in Winston-Salem, N.C.,
posts data so students can see where graduates with their majors have landed jobs—including
art history majors at Sotheby’s, Deloitte Consulting and Kate Spade.

On the flip side, more than 35 business schools last month met to talk about how to
incorporate the liberal arts into their courses. “There’s... a sense that business education has
become too narrow and isn’t preparing graduates adequately—for career success, certainly—
but also more broadly for lives as engaged citizens,” says Judith Samuelson, of the non-profit
Aspen Institute’s Business and Society program, which organized the meeting.

The number of schools awarding more than half of their bachelor’s degrees in liberal-arts
disciplines, such as history, literature and philosophy, has dwindled, from 212 in 1990 to 130
last year, research by Vicki Baker, a professor Albion College in Michigan, shows.

Liberal arts colleges in recent months have acknowledged a need to better justify their
often-hefty price tag.

At Occidental College, a liberal arts school in Los Angeles, a course this spring
challenges freshmen to consider the purpose of college. “To me, education is not a means of
creating workers or even to creating citizens, but of building the capacity to analyze, create
and collaborate,” says Carey Sargent, who is teaching the course, called “Liberal Arts at the
Brink? Navigating the Crisis in Higher Education.”

Daniel Stigall, 18, who is taking the course, says he chose Occidental over a larger public
university because he liked its “intimacy and communal values”. His parents, Cheryl and Gary
Stigall, of San Diego, worry. “We have very strong concerns that Daniel’s education is too
expensive and that at graduation he won’t have a career, like so many these days that end up as
part of the underpaid service economy, living with their parents,” Cheryl Stigall says.

But Daniel Stigall, who is considering entrepreneurship as a career, says Sargent’s course
has made him appreciate Occidental’s approach all the more. “With a well-rounded education,
I think I'll be better prepared to start a company than most business students.”

(By Mary Beth Marklein, From USA TODAY, April 5, 2013)
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New Words and Expressions

rarity ['rearati]

land a job

indigent ['Indidzant]
inmate ['ITnmert]

internship ['1nt3:nf1p]
coursework

alma mater [aelma meita:]
proponent [pra'paunant]
beef up

on the flip side

dwindle [‘dwindl]

hefty ['heftr]

intimacy ['Inttmasi]
communal [ka'mju:nl]

well-rounded ['welr'aundid]

Notes

adj.

= 3 3 B

WA, TR WE, WD 2o, FERREA
THERTHEER, KRBT ILHE
wWHM, THRE, SOEME

FlEE, BER; (MRRER) LA CEMmRBER) 4
fre &

L)AL SEST

i 2555 FH A

BERZ

X firE, BHrE

o s Suft: /.

fEn—H: MR

(HE B wd, g8/ Fik, B, B
(R, EESHE) BEXW:; O MK
FE: R ERHEIT

BRI XA BfEm: A3ti: AHK
TR, SRR, 24

liberal arts education: FHEEBENEHEE, N AEAEE, AXHE, BFAXTA
KB, MARMEZEHHEE. CRENEUTIE—MAEER— e B%. BF
PHEM S AEERRST . T SO ZE g B AMA.

Exercises

I. Choose the right answer to each of the following questions.

1. Jonathan Timm landed a job because
A. he majored in science
C. he got well education in liberal arts

B. he majored in art
D. he was an investigator for a state agency

2. Most freshmen this year say the reason for going to college is NOT

A. to prepare them for a good job

C. to be able to get a better job
3. Which of the following statements is NOT true?
A. Parents agree that it is easier to find a good job for students who study in vocational

B. to get liberal arts education
D. to meet the state’s workforce needs

schools than those in liberal arts colleges.
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B. Some Governors argue that public universities should focus on majors in science and
engineering.
C. The purpose of college is to help students build the capacity to analyze, create and
collaborate.
D. Liberal arts education should be replaced by career education.
4. What should liberal arts college do to survive the dilemma?
A. It should change its focus from liberal to science.
B. It should decrease it’s bachelor’s degree in liberal-arts disciplines.
C. It should incorporate liberal arts into business courses.
D. It need to better justify their price tag.
5. What can we conclude from the report?
A. Liberal arts education is not necessary in college.
B. It is hard for a graduate with a B.A. degree to land a good job.
C. Well-rounded education can better prepare?
D. Liberal arts education is popular with students and parents.

1I. Discussion.
1. Which one do you like better, USA education or Chinese education? Why?
2. As a college student, how do you think about the problem that the report talks about?

Passage 3 a

Egypt Top Court Rules Against
Islamist-backed Election Law
That Lifts Ban on Religious Slogans

CAIRO—Egypt’s Supreme Constitutional Court ruled on Saturday against parts of an
election law approved by the Islamist-led legislature that had lifted a long-standing ban on the
use of religious slogans during campaigning.

The decision is the latest sign of tensions between the judiciary and President Mohammed
Morsi and his Islamist allies. The courts have dealt [slamists several setbacks over the past two
years, including the dissolution of parliament’s lower house last year. That ruling was also
issued by the Supreme Constitutional Court, which had judged the law governing its election
invalid.

In its decision on Saturday, the court said that not explicitly banning religious slogans in
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campaigns runs counter to national unity and principles of citizenship. It said religious slogans
may distract voters from focusing on the candidate’s platform.

The bill will be sent back to the Shura Council, or upper house of parliament, for review.
The council has temporarily assumed legislative powers in the absence of a lower house of
parliament.

It was the second rebuff for the interim parliament’s electoral law. The first came in
March when a court ruled that the Shura Council had improperly passed the law without
allowing the country’s Supreme Constitutional Court to review it to ensure it conforms with
the constitution. That decision annulled Morsi’s decree to begin elections in April.

The Supreme Constitutional Court similarly ruled Saturday against a provision of the law
that requires media outlets to give equal time to candidates, saying this violates freedom of the
press.

The court also said the bill breaches the principles of separation of powers because it
allows the president to set election dates and change them. Morsi had said recently elections
could be held in October.

The back and forth over the law is the latest example of the power tussle between the
judiciary and Morsi and his allies.

Another row is centered on a controversial law that would drop retirement age for judges
from 70 to 60. This would affect nearly a quarter of the country’s 13,000 judges and prosecution
officials, most of them in senior positions, including in Egypt’s Supreme Constitutional Court.

Muslim Brotherhood lawmakers backed by other Islamists in the Shura Council pushed
ahead with plans to debate the judicial reform law Saturday.

The move by the president’s party and others prompted the country’s top council of
judges to suspend participation in a government-backed conference earlier this month. Morsi
had sponsored the conference, which was meant to allow judges the chance to draft proposals
on how reform the judiciary.

Morsi’s allies say Egypt’s judiciary is filled with supporters of ousted president Hosni
Mubarak, who have worked to undermine the transition to democracy and the Islamists’ rise to
power.

Many judges agree in principle on the need for reform, but don’t want the presidency or
the legislature to carry it out. They say Morsi has tried to interfere in their affairs and curb
their independence.

On Saturday, opposition lawmakers wore black sashes during the Shura Council session
that read: “Illegitimate procedure. Illegitimate law.”

The handful of opposition members in the Shura Council shouted “illegitimate” as the
speaker of the interim parliament, Ahmed Fahmy, said the law will be debated in principle by
the body’s Legislative Committee. Fahmy is also a Brotherhood party member.

Dozens of protesters outside the building were led by opposition figure Hamdeen Sabahi,



