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" What is your impression of Taipei? Lo Ta-yu's song lyrics said that "Taipei is not my
home, my hometown has no neon lights." Do you still think of Taipei as the city of glit-
tering temptations? Today, Taipei is even more glamorous than before, but also offers
© many more faces due to increased diversity. Still warm and welcoming, this city invites
a_ all to stay, be it for one moment or a lifetime.

For more than a hundred years, Taipei City has expanded rapidly. Residents who
stop to trace the uneven footsteps of its development will discover that old houses have
made way for modern skyscrapers, and distant travels have shifted to speed and com-
fort. What did Taipei gain or lose in these experiences of time and space?

Those from afar may feel strange and even empty, but Taipei will greet you with
friendliness, just like it did to most of its residents. Here, there are almost no rejections
or exclusions, and this openness and capacity has created more possibilities and helped
to expand the realms of the city.

This book contains 14 parts. "Twilight Dreams" tells of the unfamiliar aspects of
Taipei at dawn; "RoHing Hills" extends from surrounding mountains to the layers of ris-
ing buildings and roadways in a modern city.

"The More the Merrier" refers to collective phenomena and behaviors, things that
people are crazy about; "Silent Murmurs" speaks of uniqueness and specialty in Taipei;
"Proud Looks" covers magnificent buildings and familiar landmarks, as well as impor-
tant museums housing cultural treasures.

“Stylish Looks" demonstrates how public artwork, street furniture, billboards and
other decorations beautify the city and its buildings; "Lonely Faces" takes a look at old
things that will soon fade away into history.

"Mountains and Waters" presents the rare scenes of green in Taipei where there are
few artificial structures and people are encouraged to breathe in deeply; "Festivals and
Ceremonies" unfolds the passion for traditional celebrations in Taipei; "Underground
Society" includes underground bands, non-mainstream performances, and MRT street
performers; “Imsure and Play" gives you an idea of how Taipei people alleviate pres-
sure.

M3IO0

: Clpturlng Writing" talks about mainstream performance arts and memorial
d to famous people such as Lin Yu-tang and Chien Mu; "Cultural
-and people of different cultures and places; and "Moonlit

In this collection, photographers have reconstructed this
city from elements picked up through the camera

lens in the hope of finding the Taipei true to
: your heart, no matter what your
4. impressions may be,
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My What is your impression of Taipei? Lo Ta-yu's song lyrics said that "Taipei is not my
home, my hometown has no neon lights." Do you still think of Taipei as the city of glit-
tering temptations? Today, Taipei is even more glamorous than before, but also offers
many more faces due to increased diversity. Still warm and welcoming, this city invites
all to stay, be it for one moment or a lifetime.

For more than a hundred years, Taipei City has expanded rapidly. Residents who
stop to trace the uneven footsteps of its development will discover that old houses have
made way for modern skyscrapers, and distant travels have shifted to speed and com-
fort. What did Taipei gain or lose in these experiences of time and space?

Those from afar may feel strange and even empty, but Taipei will greet you with
friendliness, just like it did to most of its residents. Here, there are almost no rejections
or exclusions, and this openness and capacity has created more possibilities and helped
to expand the realms of the city.

This book contains 14 parts. "Twilight Dreams" tells of the unfamiliar aspects of
Taipei at dawn; "RoHing Hills" extends from surrounding mountains to the layers of ris-
ing buildings and-roadways in a modern city.

"The More the Merrier" refers to collective phenomena and behaviors, things that
people are crazy about; "Silent Murmurs" speaks of uniqueness and specialty in Taipei;
"Proud Looks" covers magnificent buildings and familiar landmarks, as well as impor-
tant museums housing cultural treasures.

"Stylish Looks" demonstrates how public artwork, street furniture, billboards and
other decorations beautify the city and its buildings; "Lonely Faces" takes a look at old
things that will soon fade away into history.

"Mountains and Waters" presents the rare scenes of green in Taipei where there are
few artificial structures and people are encouraged to breathe in deeply; "Festivals and
Ceremonies" unfolds the passion for traditional celebrations in Taipei; "Underground
Society" includes underground bands, non-mainstream performances, and MRT street
performers; "Leisure and Play" gives you an idea of how Taipei people alleviate pres-
sure.

Iasel’y, "@gmm'ing erting" talks about mainstream performance arts and memorial

piomalo,

In this collection, photographers have reconstructed this
city from elements picked up through the camera
lens in the hope of finding the Taipei true to

your heart, no matter what your =
% impressions may be.
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If you think of the same person every day before falling asleep and right after waking up, you no
longer have to ponder over hypothetical questions such as "what if tomorrow is the end of the
world?" because you already know where your heart lies. The moments of falling asleep and waking
up are switches vital to the operation of our lives, but what about that brink between dream and

reality?

Not everybody gets up before the sun. In the early hours when most people are still deep in
dreamland, and before the city stage has opened, performers are already warming up their voices.
The few who flip the switch on before others can grasp the morning light and get a head start on
work, exercising, as well as enjoy greetings from the birds.

During midnight, the morning paper that will be in the mailbox when you're
awake lies in large piles at the distribution center, a place completely different by
day and by night. The only sound to be heard against the silence of darkness is that
of newspapers being stacked and unpacked. Everybody works very quickly here,

and it becomes quite warm even in winter.

Due to the common habit of going to the market early in the morning, flower markets and fruit
and vegetable wholesale markets also start work early. Same as newspapers, all freshness in the
markets can be traced back to their sources. At dawn, trucks of roses, daisies, Chinese mustard,
and cabbage gather in Taipei from all over the island shortly after leaving their homes. It won't be
long before they disband and leave with their buyers.

If the city is a Chinese painting, then dawn is that bright red seal. It may not be part of the
composition, but all gracefulness flows from this little corner.

% - % | Photo by Hsi HSU




