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I was discouraged because I wanted to know why we as a
culture wait until somebody has passed away before we tell
them how much we love them. Why do we wait until
someone’s ears can’t hear before we let them know how much
they mean to us? Why do we wait until it is too late before we
recall the good qualities of a person? Why do we build
someone up after they have gone into eternity? What good
does it do then? We share memory after memory, as we
laugh, cry, and think back about what was positive in a
person'’s life. Yes, it does help us cope with the grief of losing
someone who was special to us, and, yes, it does bring those
who are coping closer together. Unfortunately,as we lovingly
remember this person, our words fall short of the ears that
most needed to hear them.

Just once I would like to see a celebration of life instead
of a gathering of death. A celebration where stories are told,

S niist over, laughter rings out, and as the speaker



concludes his or her loving tribute,
honoring rises from his chair and gives them
hug! Wouldn’t that be something! The special peopl et >
hear the stories and come to the realization that they havé
made a difference on this earth,and all this is done well before
they leave their earthly bodies and go into eternity. When the
ine-vitable funerals finally come, we can say good-bye with the
knowledge that they knew exactly how people felt about them

while they were here on earth.
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Veternity /i'tamsti/ n. AT ; it
cope with &b 7 ; X £}
tribute /'tribjuit/ n. $L.%97 ; & id)

%ﬁﬁ[

finally*@ /'fainali/ adv. B ,4F
[ X6 51) When he finally emerged from the cave after
thirty days,John was startlingly pale.30 X /&, % % $ A R
RPERE LGB EEZEF ALK,

speaker’/'spicko/ n. iEE . WIFE; HEMEBETHOAN: B
AR

inevitable’ /in'evitobl/ adj. A A4 [ (of sth.) certain to
hapmn]»ﬁﬁﬂ%ﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁ
[ & X ] unavoidable
[B1i2]) in(AS) + evitable (] L i 4 () — 7S AT 58 4
[ ¥EHI R The question of whether war is inevitable is
one which has concerned many of the world’s great wri-
ters. RFRAFRARATE L7 IR EREFSHXMEER
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positive® /'pozitiv/ adj. [¥IIE &, L I PH # A9 B 19, 2
BN, LA RER, BEM, BN, AEE
B 5 W UIEG  BARRE A L 15 B EEER . (BB AOBRIE I
[E X ] definite, active, determinate, denying, pessimistic.,
cynical
[ & X ] negative
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[Bhi2]) HL&X passive (GH R KD
[ 4]) First, it seems likely
modern Western societies are more familiar, : 2
positive manner, with journalistic interviewingsthan ith
any other form of interviewing. 4 %, E A K & H 4,6
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When he told me he was leaving I felt like a vase which
has just smashed. There were pieces of me all over the tidy,
tan tiles. He kept talking, telling me why he was leaving,
explaining it was for the best, I could do better, it was his
fault and not mine. I had heard it before many times and yet
somehow was still not immune; perhaps one did not become
immune to such felony.

He left and I tried to get on with my life. I filled the
kettle and put it on to boil, I took out my old red mug and
filled it with coffee watching as each coffee granule slipped in
to the bone china. That was what my life had been like,

endless omissions of coffee granules, somehow never managing
- to make that cup of coffee.

Somehow when the kettle piped its finishing warning I
i not to hear it. That’s what Mike's leaving had been



wallow in uncertainty than have things finis
myself. Imagine getting all philosophical and sentimental
about a mug of coffee. I must be getting old. & ;

And yet it was a young woman who stared back at me
from the mirror. A young woman full of promise and hope, a
young woman with bright eyes and full lips just waiting to
take on the world. I never loved Mike anyway. Besides there
are more important things. More important than love, I insist
to myself firmly. The lid goes back on the coffee just like
closure on the whole Mike experience.

He doesn’t haunt my dreams as I feared that night.
Instead I am flying far across fields and woods, looking down
on those below me. Suddenly I fall to the ground and it is only
when I wake up that I realize I was shot by a hunter, brought
down by the burden of not the bullet but the soul of the man
who shot it. I realize later, with some degree of understan-
ding, that Mike was the hunter holding me down and I am the
bird that longs to fly. The next night my dream is similar to
the previous nights, but without the hunter. I fly free until I
meet another bird who flies with me in perfect harmony. I
realize with some relief that there is a bird out there for me,
there is another person, not necessarily a lover perhaps just a
friend, but there is someone out there who is my soul mate. I
think about being a broken vase again and realize that I have
glued myself back together, what Mike has is merely a little
part of my time in earth, a little understanding of my physical

being. He has only, a little piece of me.
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