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Foreward

The history and culture of Guizhou’s ethnic minorities goes back to ancient times. In addition to the
Han ethnic group, there are 17 other indigenous ethic groups in Guizhou. Ethnic autonomous areas ac-
count for half the land in the province, in which, with it mountains and rivers, many ethnic folk live and
work in harmony and develop colorful folk culture. Each group's clothes, architecture, food and entertain-
ment differ with their own distinctive characteristics yet are merged harmoniously. They are all the trea-
sures of Guizhou culture.

I was born and grew up in Guizhou, but the understanding of the native folk culture of my hometown
deepened gradually along.with my recording it in the drawings of this book. From this book, | learned
that the Basha Miao men who live in mountains of Guizhou still carry shotguns, that the grand songs of
the Dong can be only matched by the sounds of nature; that there are mysterious “hanging” coffins; that
there is a Guzang Festival held every 13 years, and that there is the daring performance of “climbing the
mountain of knives and swimming in the sea of flames”. Many of these cultural treasures hidden deeply
in the mountains are still unknown to most people. When | use the pen to record these traditional folk
customs and marvel at these wonderful skills, | also worry about their future. With the drawings in this
little book, | strive to remind myself, as well as all other people, that this is our native culture and it needs
our common effort to protect it for posterity.

Going to Guizhou is like going to another world - a world of primitive simplicity and mystery. People
there are diligent and kind, friendly and hospitable. They pay homage to their different ancestors while
speaking different languages. They live in the Diaojiaolou houses built along the mountain and eat the carp
raised in their terraced fields. They still enjoy the life style of thousand years of years ago as the song goes:

| have seen your lovely appearance and am amazed at your beauty.

Lifting the mysterious veil, my heart can’t help throbbing.

Your green mountains and crystal waters are like a painting, the weather spring like year ‘round.
The grand forest waterfalls delight and inspire.

Guizhou, its beauty, though hidden in remote mountains, once seen will never be forgotten.

...... Exotic customs stir the soul while singing and dancing delight the dreams.

Road-block drinking and seeing-off-guest ceremonies bring joy.

Guizhou, a passionate place, with which easy to fall in love, will be remembered in our hearts forever.
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Road-Block Drink

Miao people have a long history of wine culture. Whenever there’s a festival or other
joyous event, home-brewed rice wine is a must. When there are guests from afar, Miao
people welcome them with a grand ceremony of “Road-Block Drinks”.
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Making Ciba

Ciba is a traditional food of various ethnic minorities living.in Guizhou
province. It's an important food at all kinds of festivals and joyous events.
In Guizhou, making Ciba is a joyful activity to celebrate the harvest.
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Wrapping Zongzi for Dragon Boat Festival

In Zhenyuan, an ancient fown of Guizhou Province, the custom is for ev-
ery household to wrap zongzi before the Dragon Boat Festival.
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Sewing Miao Dresses

Southwest of Kaili, there are more than 300 Miao families. They are rep-
resentatives of the Miao “boat creek” type skirt. The picture shows Miao
women making the skirts at home.
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Making Dong Apparel

Dong Village of Tongguan, Liping county, Guizhou Province still keeps
the tradition of making their national dress by hand. Dong women spin
their own cotton yarn to weave the cloth. The picture shows Dong wom-
en separating seeds from the cotton.




