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Abstract: This paper has attempted to interpret the autobiographical
novel Sanguine Dusk written by Lao Gui from the angel of literature of
testimony. Many critics criticized Sanguine Dusk for its lack of artistic
processing and literariness such as coarse language and simple structure. The
paper first argues that it is these so-called defects that prove Sanguine Dusk to
be a good example of literature of testimony because any artistical processing
will cripple the objectiveness which is embraced as the highest principle of
literature of testimony. Then it further explains how the novel witnesses the

variation of human nature in totalitarianism and indicates that Lao Gui and
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people around lost their human nature and degenerated into lower animals due
to the totalitarian environment during the Cultural Revolution.
Keywords: Lao Gui Sanguine Dusk Literature of Testimony ani-

malization
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