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Life Is an Opportunity

Life is an opportunity. A chance to influence someone else’s life by your daily example.

I have experienced loss, gain,hope and sorrow. My experiences have made me into the person I
am today. Yes,I could wallow in the despair that comes with the loss of a loved one or the failure of
a venture ,but why choose sorrow when you can choose joy?

When my dear friend and mentor Debbie passed away, my family and I took it very hard. She was
a wonderful person,an inspiration to everyone she met. I was devastated when I found out that she had
cancer. | prayed,cried,and was very angry for a long time. She should not deserve this! When I went
to visit her she looked pale. I did everything I could to hold back my tears. There before me was a
beautiful and handsome woman who did so much for so many,as a teacher and a friend. She was
obviously in a great deal of pain,but she smiled. I’ll never forget it. In her weakness she reached out to
me. She chose to have a good outlook on her life.

She chose to be strong. She chose to live,and so do I.
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The Three Boxes of Life

A rich man lives in his enormous villa,enjoying the extremely luxurious life.

Every day there are some strangers who take away a couple of boxes from his home. The rich
man decided to follow them and came to a mysterious valley. Seeing they were about to throw the
three boxes in the abyss,he demanded with surprise, “Please tell me what’s in boxes. ”

The strangers answered indifferently, “ They are the feelings that you have abandoned. ”

“No,it’s imposgible! " The rich man disbelieved them and opened them.

In the first box there was his beloved one walking alone slowly along the beach at night.

His close friend was in the second box. After bankruptcy, his friend was longing for help and
consolation from him.

His parents were seen in the third box. They have prepared a table of delicious food for dinner,
waiting for him to reunion.

Seeing them,he felt that his heart was lashed by a burning whip full of misery and guilt. He
begged the strangers, " Please give them back to me. I have a lot of money. You can take as much as
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you want!"”

However, the strangers told him with a serious look, “It’s too late to take them back. The woman
you loved never showed up again at charming night; your friend, having endured the long daytime,
finally made out the stars with different distance; your parent bought a dog and found love and
warmness from it. "

After finishing their words,they threw the three boxes down to the abyss and disappeared.

With a lonely look, the rich man stood there still, gazing at the hollow of the valley in front

of him. ..
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The Orientation of Life

In 1957 ,in an Arkansas primary school, there were two good friends: one was named Bill, the
other John. Once, they lay basking on the lawn. After drinking a coke. !ohn said to Bill as if he
suddenly discovered the New World, “ Originally , Roosevelt who led the .i1mericans to win World War
11 was handicapped!”

“Yes,he is my idol!” Bill said. * His spirit of perseverance is v ‘th studying for us.”

“He is my idol, too!” John said. “1 think the most important point of his success is his
adversity | "

Later,John stubbornly amputated his legs because he wanted to create the same adversity for
himself as Roosevelt and became a great man like Roosevelt. However, he did not become the
President of the United States,but only won a medal in the Games for the Disabled.

Bill learned Roosevelt’s industrious character and indomitable spirit. Finally , he became master of
the White House. His name was Bill Clinton.
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The Philosophy of a Mirror

“Dr. Papaderos, what is the meaning of life?"”I asked.

Papaderos looked at me for a long time,and taking his wallet out of his hip pocket, he fished into
a leather billfold and brought out a very small round mirror, about the size of a quarter.

And what he said went like this, “When I was a small child, during the war, we were very poor
living in a remote village. One day, on the road,I found the broken pieces of a mirror. A German
motorcycle had been wrecked in that place.

“I tried to find all the pieces and put them together, but it was not possible,so I kept only the
largest piece. By polishing it on a stone,I made it round. I began to play with it as a toy and became
fascinated by the fact that I could reflect light into dark places where the sun would never shine—in
deep holes and crevices and dark closets. It became a game for me to get light into the most
inaccessible places I could find.

“As 1 became a man,I grew to understand that this was not just a child’s game but a metaphor
for what I might do with my life. I came to understand that I am not the light or the source of light.
But light—truth , understanding , knowledge—is there ,and it will shine in many dark places as long as I
reflect it.

“I am a fragment of a mirror whose whole design and shape I do not know. Nevertheless , with
what I have I can reflect light into the dark places of this world—into the black places in the hearts of
men—and change some things in some people. Perhaps others may see and do likewise. This is what I
am about. This is the meaning of life. ”
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