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Abstract

In the period of China’s 12th Five — Year Plan, the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei
Metropolitan Area experienced economic transformation and industrial upgrading,
jointly becoming a world—class city group. This book is in theme of the spatial
optimization and quality improvement of Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei city group, with the
key points of the strategic position and role, status and trend, scale structure and
spatial layout, development objectives and implementation path, and development
priorities and the system security, etc.

The book consists of general report, sub-reports and special-subject reports,
amounting to 13 research reports. The General report focuses on the strategic position
of Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei city group. It also summarizes the development status and
trend, and discusses the goals and the main path to spatial optimization and quality
development. Sub-reports systematically study the city group evolution mechanism
and measurement method, the connotation of the developmental quality, the spatial
distribution and measurement, the evaluation of the construction of new towns, the
new growth opportunity and systematic support. Special reports study respectively the
function dispersal and spatial distribution of Beijing and Tianjing, the urban system
and spatial distribution of Hebei province, the development model of Tianjin Binhai
New Area, the international referrence of oversea city group spatial optimization and
quality improvement, attached with the related data and spatial distribution map of the
Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei city group.

The innovation points and achievements of this book are mainly embodied in
below respects :

In the aspect of theoretical research, this book focuses on the evolution
mechanism of city group. It elaborates that the formation of the city group is the
structual product of deepening industrial structure between adjacent cities, broading
spatial structure, and the merge of economy, society, culture and population

structure. The evolution of city group is triggered by both internal power system and
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external power system; according to the characteristics of city group evolution, it can
be divided into four stages: breaking, connection, blending and integration.
According to the stage features and measurable principle, this book explores and
builds the measure method and evaluation model of Chinese city group from the
regional, industrial and spatial perspective.

In the perspective of empirical study, through the analysis on the scale structure
and the spatial structure of Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei city group, the following
conclusions are reached: the scale structure presents the characteristics of urbanization
acceleration, population suburbanization in the center city, “dumbbell” type of

“

urban system, the “inverted Pyramid” population distribution, and imbalanced
development of intra-regional urbanization; spatial structure presents the following
features: still obvious “ dual core” polarization effect, strengthening economic
connection between the cities, gradually emerging action of new town to undertake
population, industry and the city function of centre city, and obviously different place
urbanization. Currently the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebeli city group is still in the connection
stage. There are many outstanding issues existed, such as the coexisting of high
degree agglomeration and deficiency absorbing, and the coexisting of strong
administrative power and week market.

In the aspect of the strategy study, the book demonstrates the important strategic
position of Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei city group in the pattern of regional development in
China. Its strategic goal is to build a world-class city group, a district which gathering
research and innovation and high-end services from China and even all over the
world, a portal area that brings the North China connecting to Northeast Asia, West
Asia, Central Asia and Europe, and an urbanization demonstration area as Chinese
future most dynamic core growth point. The following strategies should be focused in
the future: a new urbanization strategy, which is to turn the “one-dimensional”
economic target to “three-dimensional” target from economic, social and ecological
perspectives ; spatial development strategy of city group, which turns the urban spatial
structure from the “dual core” model to “multi centered network”; interactive
development strategy of industrial development and urbanization, which is to turn the
seperated development to integrated development. To achieve a healthy and
coordinated development of the city group in Beijing, Tianjin and Hebei in the

furture, it requires the market to play a decisive role of resource allocation, rationalize
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of the urban system and enhance the overall competitiveness of the city group. The
strategic focus of the recent promotion of spatial optimization and quality
improvement of Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei city group is to write “A Tale of Two Cities”
between Beijing and Tianjin as the breakthrough point, to build a world—class city
group; optimize the spatial structure, to achieve a significant breakthrough at the
“point, shaft, belt, ring”; highlight market orientation, strengthen the spatial
networked connection and enhance the quality of the city group; develop new
growth opportunity, improve the functionality of the new towns as well as the
medium or small cities, and explore the way of new-type urbanization; strengthen
the technical planning and improve the internal coordination mechanism.

Speaking from consulting research perspective, the book provides in detail the
relevant data and the distribution map of Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei city group, which is
important reference to the theoretical reseachers and decision-making department of
local government who continiously concerns about and study the Beijing-Tianjin-
Hebei city group.

This book is a result of the joint efforts of authors from Beijing, Tianjin and
Hebei. The authors are mainly experts and scholars from Renmin University of
China, Capital University of Economics and Business, Beijing Academy of social
sciences, Tianjin Academy of Social Sciences, Hebei University of Economics and
Business, Hebei University of Technology, Tianjin Acadamy of Governance, Tianjin
Binhai New Area Development and Reform Commission, Binhai Research Institute
in Tianjin. It is the fruit of the wisdom of experts and scholars from Beijing, Tianjin
and Hebei.

This book is the stage result for the following projects: Beijing philosophy and
social science planning projects named “Research on Target Positioning and Strategic
Focus of Capital Economic Circle” ( Project No. 11JGA012), Capital University of
Economics and Business core project named “ City Agglomeration Coordinated
Development Research of Capital Econo of Beijing relying on Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei
City Group” ( Project No. 9112004 ), Beijing philosophy and social science
planning project named “ Research on Beijing Function Ease and Capital Circle
Urban System” ( Project No. 13JDCSD003 ). This book is also sponsored by
Beijing Municipal Com mic Circle, project of Beijing Municipal Commission of

Education which is also project of Social Sciences planning project named “Research
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on the World City Construction in Beijing and the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei Integration
Development” ( Project No. SZ201110038020 ), Beijing natural science fund
project named “Path Research on World City Construction mission of Education
Scientific Research Base - the Technology Innovation Platform-Capital Circle
Research Center (2013) 7 and Beijing Economic and Social Policy Research Base
( project No. ; PXM2013_ 014205_ 000121).
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