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the morn as she shone through the night,
ed the grove with her gracious sight.
iance the sun taketh increase bright.
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Beginning: King Shahryar and His Brother

ong long ago, there was a King of the Sasan in the islands of India and Chi-

Lna, a Lord of armies and guards and servants and dependents. He left only
two sons, one in the prime of manhood and the other yet a youth, while both were
knights and braves, albeit the elder was a doughtier horseman than the younger. So
he succeeded to the empire, when he ruled the land and lorded it is over his lieges
with justice so exemplary that he was beloved by all the peoples of his capital and of
his kingdom. His name was King Shahryar, and he made his younger brother, Shah
Zaman hight, King of Samarkand. These two ceased not to abide in their several
realms and the law was ever carried out in their dominions. And each ruled his own
kingdom with equity and fair dealing to his subjects, in extireme solace and enjoy—
ment, and this condition continually endured for a score of years.

One day, the elder King yearned for a sight of his younger brother and felt that
he must look upon him once more. So he took counsel with his Wazir about visiting
him, but the Minister, finding the project unadvisable, recommended that a letter
be written and a present be sent under his charge to the younger brother, with an in—
vitation to visit the elder. Having accepted this advice, the King forthwith bade pre—
pare handsome gifts, such as horses with saddles of gem-encrusted gold; white
slaves; beautiful handmaids, etc. He then wrote a letter to Shah Zaman expressing
his warm love and great wish to see him.

Then King Shahryar, having sealed the missive and given it is to the Wazir with
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the offerings aforementioned, commanded him to shorten his skirts and strain his
strength and make all expedition in going and returning.

"Harkening and obedience! " quoth the Minister, who fell to making ready to set
out.

When he entered the city, he proceeded straightway to the palace, and in—
formed the king that his brother was yearning to see him, and prayed for the pleasure
of a visit.

Shah Zaman took the letter from his hand and read. It contained sundry hints and
allusions, but when the King had fully comprehended its import, he said, "I hear
and I obey the commands of the beloved brother! " adding to the Wazir, "But we will
not march till after the third day's hospitality." He appointed for the Minister fitting
quarters of the palace and pitching tents for the troops, rationed them with whatever
they might require of meat and drink and other necessaries. On the fourth day he made
ready for wayfare and got together sumptuous presents befit ting his elder brother's
majesty, and stablished his chief Wazir Viceroy of the land during his absence. Then
he caused his tents and camels and mules to be brought forth and encamped, in
readiness to set out next morning for his brother's capital.

But when the night was half-spent he thought him that he had forgotten in his
palace somewhat which he should have brought with him, so he returned privily and
entered his apartments, where he found the Queen, his wife, asleep on his own
carpet bed embracing with a black slave.

When he saw this the world became black before his sight and he said: "If such
case happen while I am yet within sight of the city, what will be the doings of this
damned whore during my long absence at my brother's court? " So he drew his scimi—
tar, and cutting the two in four pieces with a single blow, left them on the carpet and
returned presently to his camp without letting anyone know of what had happened.

Then he gave orders for immediate departure and set out at once and began his
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travel; but he could not help thinking over his wife's treason, and he kept ever
saying to himself: "How could she do this deed by me? How could she work her own
death? " till excessive grief seized him, his color changed to yellow, his body waxed
weak, and he was threatened with a dangerous malady, such a one as bringing men
to die. So the Wazir had to stop and did his best to solace the King.

Now when Shah Zaman drew near the capital of his brother, he dispatched
vaunt-couriers and messengers of glad tidings to announce his arrival, and Shahryar
came forth to meet him with his wazirs and emirs and lords and grandees of his realm,
and saluted him and joyed with exceed ing joy and caused the city to be decorated in
his honor. When, however, the brothers met, the elder could not but see the change
of complexion in the younger and questioned him of his case, whereto he replied: "'It
is caused by the travails of wayfare and my case needs care, for I have suffered from
the change of water and air! But Allah be praised for reuniting me with a brother so
dear and so rare! " He dissembled and kept his secret. Then the two entered the cap—
ital in all honor, and the elder brother lodged the younger in a palace overhanging the
pleasure garden. And after a time, seeing his condition still unchanged, he attributed
it is to his separation from his country and kingdom. So he let him wend his own ways
and asked no questions of him.

One day his elder brother said to him: "I am going forth to hunt and course and
to take my pleasure and pastime. Maybe this would lighten your heart."

Shah Zaman, however, refused, saying: "O my brother, my surly hoping for
naught of this sort, and I entreat your favor to stiffer me tarry quietly in this place,
being wholly taken up with my malady." So King Shah Zaman passed his night in the
palace, and next morning when his brother had fared forth, he removed from his
room and sat him down at one of the lattice windows overlooking the pleasure grounds.
And there he abode thinking with saddest youth over his wife's betrayal, and burning

sighs issued from his tortured breast.
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But he surprised to find his brother's wife doing the same thing as his wife. Now
when Shah Zaman saw this conduct of his sister-in-law, he said to himself: "By Al-
lah, my calamity is lighter than this ! My brother is a greater King am ong the Kings
than I am, yet this infamy goeth on in his very palace, and his wife is in love with
that filthiest of filthy slaves. But this only showeth that they all do it and that there is no
woman but who cuckoldeth her husband. Then the curse of Allah upon one and all,
and upon the fools who lean against them for support or who place the reins of conduct
in their hands! " So he put away his melancholy and despondency, regret and re—
pine, and allayed his sorrow by constantly repeating those words, adding, "Tis my
conviction that no man in this world is safe from their malice!"

When his elder brother came back, he told him the truth. Shahryar was so angry
that he said: "Let us depart forthright hence, for we have no concern with kingship,
and let us wander Allah's earth till we find someone to whom the like calamity had

happened. And if we find none then will death be more welcome to us than life."

So the two brothers issued from a second private postern of the palace, and
they never stinted wayfaring by day and by night until they reached a tree middle of a
meadow hard by a spring of sweet water on the shore of t he salt sea. Both drank of it
and sat down to take their rest. And when an hour of the day had gone by, they heard
a mighty roar and uproar in the middle of the main as the heavens were falling upon
the earth, and the sea brake with waves before them and from it towered a black pil-
lar, which grew and grew till it rose skyward and began making for that meadow.

Seeing it, they waxed fearful exceedingly and climbed to the top of the tree,
which was a lofty, whence they gazed to see what might be the matter. And behold, it
was a Jinni, huge of height and burly of breast and bulk, bearing on his head a cof-
fer of crystal. He strode to land, wading through the deep, and coming to the tree

whereupon were the two Kings, seated himself beneath it. He then set down the coffer
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