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FOREWORD

This book is the Chinese version of Chinese Furniture which was published in 1922.

As a famous British scholar Herbert Cescinsky, who was active in early twentieth
century, was familiar with the style and history of Western furniture and interior decoration.
The introduction of the book written by Herbert Cescinsky completely shows his profound
knowledge. We were astonished at the author’s deep understanding of Chinese furniture, even
of the Chinese art or Oriental art. Most of the viewpoints still hold true at present and by no
means outdated. Admittedly, some individual viewpoints of the author were somewhat limited,
but they don’t outweigh the merits.

The origin of the furniture in the book included the collections of O. Roche, Worch,
Charles Vignier, L. Wannieck, Paul Mallon, St. John Audley, the Chinese Tonying Co. which
was set up by Chang Ching-chiang, and Messrs. Loo & Co. which C.T.Loo was a mainly
founder. As the traded commodity, the majority of the furniture belongs to the early Qing
dynasty, even the period of Kangxi’s Reign. Furthermore, some valuable furniture of Ming or
Late Qing dynasty was also contained. With some exceptions preserved in the museums, others
were mostly scattered and lost due to vicissitudes, therefore the plates become increasingly
precious for this reason.

Based on the principle of keeping original look, the slightly changes were explained
below:

1.The Chinese name of the book is translated into Chinese Furniture: a Series of Examples
from Collections in France, and is distinguished from another German book of Chinese
Furniture written by Maurice Dupont published in 1926. The book will also be published by the
Forbidden City Publishing House in 2013, and the name will changes to Chinese Furniture: a
Series of Examples from Collections in Europe.

2.The Chinese translation will be added in the book, and the original figures of introduction
in English will be moved to Chinese version.

3.The foreword and contents, both in Chinese and English, are new for the book.

4.The page numbers will be added to the furniture introduction.

5.The page of furniture introduction was moved one page ahead, other than a folio before,
and the thwartwise text will be turned around for reading easily.
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PUBLISHERS’ NOTE

The present time is remarkable for a growing interest in Chinese art,
and particularly in the more simple and austere aspects of it. Furniture is
perhaps the department of Chinese art which has most recently attracted
the attention of connoisseurs and collectors. But unfortunately no books
have been published on the subject, and there is available only a very
small stock of expert information. An exhaustive work would require
some years of investigation and research ; and it is our hope in due
course to publish the results of such inquiry. Meanwhile, a gap may be
filled by this series of reproductions of specimens in the hands of dealers
and connoisseurs in France—specimens which happened to be available
at the moment in a collected form, and which, while not claiming to
include many of the rarer and indeed unique examples, all possess points
of interest and beauty, and are such as the ordinary collector may hope
to acquire.

The Ch’ ien-lung throne is reproduced by kind permission of the
Victoria and Albert Museum.
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