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On Modes of Aesthetic Judgment in
Poetry Translation

Ling Chen
Foreign Languages Institute of Nanjing University of Posts and
Telecommunications, Nanjing 210046, China
chenling@njupt.edu.cn

ABSTRACT

This paper has discussed, in the comparative context of the Chinese and
Western philosophy and aesthetics, the judgment on information non-conservation
of the source text and the target text, translation mode, and the influence of the
linguistic views of structuralism and empiricist philosophy of language exerted on
the choice of translation mode. Upon this, it points out: “EXPERIENCE” is not only
the fundamental guarantee of the poetics of the classical Chinese poetry, but the
basis of the concept of the Chinese poetic language as well, whereas the view of the
Western poetic language shows a strong “APRIORITY™. In fact, Chinese characters
are initially the result of the direct experience of “man” by “observing the outer
world, the universe, and the inner world, man himself”, its characteristics of
dialectical logic being valued while formal logic thinking being despised have been
the root of philosophy and aesthetics of the ancient Chinese empiric view of
language and of the aesthetic concept of poetry translation all along.

Keywords: a priori analysis judgment; experience comprehensive judgment;
transcendental comprehensive judgment; signifier and signified
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We can’t fly wing to wing like a pair of phoenixes,
Yet our hearts closely linked beat in harmony.
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Our bodies have no colorful phoenix-wings to fly side by side;
Our hearts are linked to each other as if by the line in the magic horn.
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Although on Wings of Phoenix we’ll never reunite,

With Sacred Unicorn throb our two hearts in thrall.
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