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Unit 1 Triumph Over Disability
Part1 Reading for Information
Text: Angel at Work
Reading Strategies (1): Skimming and Scanning
PartII Reading for Pleasure
l Text: My Own Experience
Part I Homework
Enjoy Your Reading: Everything Is to Be Paid for
| Test Your Reading

Unit 2 A Miracle Story of Love
PartI Reading for Information
Text: My Miraculous Life
Part I Reading for Pleasure
Text: My Well-Balanced Life on a Wooden Leg
Part Il Homework :
Enjoy Your Reading: Paradox of Our Times
Test Your Reading

| Unit3 Beauty and the Thief
| Part] Reading for Information
Text: A Thief
Reading Strategies (2): Guessing Unknown Words
‘ PartII Reading for Pleasure
Text: A Thief's Perspective
‘ Part I Homework
Enjoy Your Reading: CEO Party
' Test Your Reading

Unit 4 Procrastination
\ Part1 Reading for Information
Text: Escape Artists
| Part1I Reading for Pleasure
Text: Later
Part I Homework
Enjoy Your Reading: Time Management
Test Your Reading

Unit 5 A Hero Father in a Boy's Eyes
Part] Reading for Information
Text: For Big Bruno, a Man We Can Look Up To
Reading Strategies (3): Speed Reading




PartII Reading for Pleasure
Text: I'm a Loser Baby!

Part I Homework 107
Enjoy Your Reading: A Flat Tire
Test Your Reading

Unit 6 Smiling and Happiness
PartI Reading for Information
Text: The Hidden Power of Smiling
PartIl Reading for Pleasure |
‘ Text: A Bunch of Kindness
Part III Homework
Enjoy Your Reading: Smiling and Expression of Emotions
Test Your Reading
Unit 7 Positive Thinking
PartI Reading for Information 1
‘ Text: The Pursuit of Perfection
Reading Strategies (4): Reading Intelligently
PartII Reading for Pleasure
Text: The Land of Is
Part Il Homework
Enjoy Your Reading: Hit the Floor
Test Your Reading
Unit 8 Books vs. Computers
Part] Reading for Information
Text: Love Books ... Use Computers
Part I Reading for Pleasure
\ Text: Ladies’ Compartment
Part III Homework
{ Enjoy Your Reading: Daughter’s Letter from College 11
Test Your Reading
AppendixI Glossary
AppendixII  Key to Test Your Reading
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1 Triumph Over Disability

Part] Reading for Information

» Pre-Reading Questions

1. What are the obstacles or adversities the handicapped may have in their lives?
2. How can the disabled be of service to their community and live a meaningful life?
Text
" Angel at Work
By Donald Curtis

| An envelope addressed to me in unusually beautiful

typescript /tatpskript/ n. 1T typescript caught my eye as I sorted through today’s mail

B which was piled high on my desk. Something about the letter

command simand/ v 1 commanded my attention, so I opened it first.

. B 2 The same beautiful typescript in light brown unfolded in

fold /.an'Pauvld/ v. EFF. . ; )
e ‘l/ i balanced precision across the sheet of expensive stationery.

=3
balanced /belonst/ adj. Z17:4 The entire letter was a model of perfection for personal
stationery /stetfanart/ n. & correspondence. It invited me to read it:

3 Dear Dr. Curtis:

correspondence

/korr'spondans/ n. 18 {2 4 I have been thrilled by your talks at the Sunday Services of

i (Ezh, (EFMET . R e - N .
thrill foral/ v. {E8ED , (82478 the Science of Mind Church at the Fox Wilshire Theatre during

the past month. I get so much out of them. Your lessons should
be published so that everyone can be inspired by them as I am.

5 Here is a suggestion. If you will send me the tape

transerbe: /Rl v 5 recording of your Sunday talk each week, I will transcribe it
R R Jor you and return the tape along with the typed transcription.
transcription /treen'skripfan/

n B 6 1 pray that you will allow me to be of service in this way.
. ICSE R - €

I want to help others share the great good which you have

2 Student’s Book
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1 Triumph Over Disability

About the text

This is a moving story about what disabled people can achieve with courage,
humour, and devotion. Miss Zollars, the heroine, who has been spastic since birth,
volunteers to work as a typist for Dr. Curtis. What impresses us most is the sharp
contrast between her disabled body and the perfect typing work she does. The author
tells us that behind the magic work is her positive outlook on life and her spirit of
devotion. No wonder she’s called an angel at work.

This story is a good illustration of the technique of building up suspense. It starts
with a letter from Miss Zollars to Dr. Curtis, who, deeply impressed by the unique
typescript, is naturally very eager to make personal contact with the writer of the
letter whose veil, however, is not lifted until the end of the story. Thanks to the
suspense, the story manages to engage the readers’ interest in the identity of the
mysterious lady. They have to wait, follow the clues, and discover the truth as the
story unfolds step by step.

Notes for teacher’s reference

Something about the letter commanded my attention, so | apened it first. (Para.l1):
Something special about the letter attracted my attention, so | opened it first.
eg. He commands much respect for his serious attitude towards work.

The newly-published book commanded a ready sale in the market.

It invited me to read it (Para.2); It tempted me to read it
eg. The window displays during the Christmas season always invite the shoppers.
The sacred places of the revolution invite a good many visitors.

Sunday Service (Para.4): In Christianity, this is a term used to describe a formalized
period of worship, often occurring on Sundays. The service and its conduct are seen as
being a primary, although not the only, purpose for the existence of the church. Larger
churches often tend to have several services each Sunday, often two or three in the
morning and one or two in the late afternoon or evening.

As | finished the letter, | experienced the excitement that always accompanies an
answered prayer. (Para.11): After | read the letter, | felt the excitement | usually feel
when it seems God has granted a request of mine.
eg. One evening a week, the family would join together in prayer.

Her prayer for rain was granted at last.

sermon (Para.11); a speech by a member of the clergy. Sermons address a Biblical,
theological, or religious topic, usually expounding on a type of belief or law. Sermons
are usually, but not always, delivered in a house of worship, most of which have a
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