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The Xing Kiln was noted as a site of making ceramics in
ancient times. It was the centre of white porcelain production
during the Tang dynasty.

The Xing Kiln was mentioned in such historical documents as
Tang Liu DianShang Shu Hu Bu (Revenue Ministry Directed by
Shangshu in the Six Canons of Tang) compiled by imperial order
in the Tang dynasty, Xin Tang Shu-Di Li Zhi(Geography Section
of the New Book of Tang History), 7ai Ping Huan Yu Ji-He Bei
Dao (Section of Hebei Dao in the Records of the Country Made
in the Taipingxingguo Reign) and Yuan Feng Jiu Yu Zhi-He Bei
Lu(Section of Hebei Lu in the Records of the Country Finished
in the Yuanfeng Reign ) compiled in the Song dynasty as well as
Song Shi-Di Li Zhi (Geography Section of the Song History) from
the Yuan dynasty. More detailed description of it can be found
as follows: in the Guo Shi Bu-Huo Hui Tong Yong Wu( Goods of
Circulation in the Supplements to Tang History),it reads, ‘Among
the goods of circulation, the luxury ones are too numerous to be
listed. People, whether noble or humble, all use silk cloth for
clothes, linen for bags, felt for caps, leather for waist belt, white
porcelain from Neiqiu and inkslab made of purple stone from
Duanxi’ , showing that the white porcelain wares were produced
in a huge quantity and sold all over the country during the Tang
dynasty; in the Cha JingSi Zhi Qi (The Fourth Section Titled
Vessels in the Book of Tea ), the tea saint Lu Yu said, Xing
porcelain looks like silver’and ‘Xing porcelain looks like snow’
. in the Yuan Shi Chang Qing Ji-Yin Zhi Shen Qu Jiu San Shi
Yun, the great poet Yuan Zhen wrote down verses like ‘Pleasant
to ears is divine dance music in July. Good to drink is beautiful

music made in spring. Precious cups are carved out of Jingshan

Preface |

Zhang Zhizhong (Curator of Xing Kiln Museum)

jade. Porcelain wares from Neiqiu looks just like them. * ,praising
the Xing porcelain had a jade-like appearance; in the Yue Fu Za
Yong-Fang Xiang, Duan Anjie indicated,"Guo Daoyuan, who lived
during the reign of Wuzong, was later appointed as the assistant
district magistrate of Tianxing in Fengxiang Fu-prefecture. He
had been an official for the adjustment of tone melody in the Tai
Chang Si (Court of Sacrificial Worship ),and he was skilled in
striking ou-cups. He had once poured water into porcelain ou,
12 from the Xing Kiln and 12 from the Yue Kiln. With different
water content, they, while being stricken, produced beautiful
sound, even better than fangxiang-musical instrument’, praising
the Xing porcelain had a hard body which was the reason for the
clear metal-like sound under percussion; in the Poem of Tea Ou-
cups, the poet Pi Rixiu expressed his ideas with such verses as
‘People from Xing and those from Yue; Both of them can make
porcelain wares. Round ones look like moon in the sky; Slight
ones feel like the white cloud.” He thought highly of the moon-
like shape and thin body of the Xing porcelain with light weight.
There are still more historical records to be quoted. However,
with the passage of time, things have changed. The Yuan dynasty
saw the Xing Kiln was fading out, and finally became a puzzle.
Where is the Xing Kiln site of the Tang dynasty? It has been
a challenge to the researchers in the field of ancient ceramics.
During 27 years from 1952 t01979, some old ceramics experts,
namely Chen Wanli, Fu Zhenlun, Feng Xianming, Ye Zhemin
and Yang Wenshan, as well as large quantities of cultural heritage
workers, conducted investigations for 7 times at Xingtai, Neiqiu,
Lincheng, Shahe and so on, but they didn’t discover the site of

Xing Kiln, though based on the clues found in the old poems and
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historical documents.

November 7 in 1980 is a date worthy of being remembered in the
history of study on the Xing Kiln. Three sites of the Tang dynasty
kilns were found to the southeast and northwest of Qicun village as
well as Xishuangjing. Not only coarse white porcelain shards were
unearthed, but also fine ones with white body and ‘silver-like” or
‘snow-like’ glaze.

In April of 1981, some ceramics experts, such as Fu Zhenlun,
Feng Xianming, Li Huibing, Wang Liying, Wang Shubing, Gao
Zhuang, Shang Aisong, Li Jixian, Zhao Hongsheng, were invited
to the Appreciation Seminar of Xing Kiln and Xing Porcelain Art.
All of them agreed that the kiln sites found at Gangtou, Qicun and
Xishuangjing should be ‘Tang’s Xing Kiln’, ‘part of it’, or ‘the
most important or comparatively important section of it’. On May
2 and 3, Guangming Daily and People’s Daily successively carried
a news release titled Lately Discovered Tang Dynasty Kiln Site at
Lincheng— White Porcelain Unearthed from Tang’s Xing Kiln by
Hu Chengging, a reporter of the New China News Agency. On May
6, Chen Zeping, a reporter of the China News Agency released a
long dispatch titled Mystery of Xing Kiln was Solved, and also
faxed it as special news to some major newspapers in China and
abroad including Hongkong’s Takung Pao and Wenhui Daily,
Japan’s New News Daily, American New York Times and The
Times in the UK. Thus this major archacological discovery was
publicized around the world.

At last, the curtain hiding the Xing kiln from view was opened.
And the land to the east of the Taihang Mountain became a famous
place by modern media.

From the summer of 1984 to that of 1985, 28 sites of old kilns
were discovered one after another in Neiqiu county.

In 1987-1990, the Archaeological Work Team of Xing Kiln,
with members respectively from the Hebei Provincial Institute of
Cultural Heritage, Neiqiu County Agency of Cultural Heritage
Protection and Management and Lincheng County Agency of
Cultural Heritage Protection and Management, made a survey of all
the discovered kilns sites and created an archive for each of them,
totally confirming 21 sites of Xing kiln.

Up to 2011,26 Xing kiln sites have been verified.

30 years of study on the Xing kiln in China are also the most
important period in my own life. As a participant and witness, [
listed the research fruits relating to it as follows:

In 1988~1992, the Archaecological Work Team of Xing Kiln
conducted test excavations at three sites located at the downtown
area of Neigiu county seat, Qicun and Shanxia of Lincheng. The
work made it possible to roughly date the kiln sites by diving them
into different stages, and to recognize the developmental course of
cultural remains and relics. Undoubtedly, the white porcelain with
very thin body dated to the Sui dynasty was the greatest achievement.
It filled in the gaps in the history of Chinese ceramics.

From September 1 to 20 in 1997, the Xingtai Municipal
Organization of Cultural Heritage Management made a rescue
excavation of Sui’s Xing kiln at the construction site of the North
Shunde Road in Xingtai city proper. It, for the first time, made
clear the existence of rich kiln remains inside the city. What were
unearthed included black porcelain tiles, circular or semi-circular,
and peach-like objects with pointed top. They are the earliest
architectural parts of their kind in China, thus being new evidences
for the research of the beginning of such building materials. These
findings has broaden people’s horizon over the Xing kiln.

From May to August in 2003, the Hebei Provincial Institute of
Cultural Heritage conducted a rescue excavation of the Xing kiln
at the construction site of the walkway (ceremony hall) in Neiqiu
county seat. It yielded fine white porcelain bowls, boxes and jars
with marks of ying, guan or handlin at the bases or the covers.
Thus the white porcelain wares from ancient sites or tombs beyond
Xingtai could be attributed to the Xing kiln. Especially, the 10-odd
wares with guan mark have changed people’s viewpoints that these
were unique to the Ding kiln. So these findings have significant
archaeological values.

In 2011, the Xingtai Municipal Organization of Cultural Heritage
Management and the Lincheng County Agency of Cultural
Heritage Protection and Management made a rescue excavation of
the Xiciyaogou site. Remains of kiln furnace and workshops dated

to the Jin and Yuan dynasties were unearthed along with numerous



porcelain specimens with black pattern on white and incised
designs. Particularly, the findings with black-on-white decorations
not only help us attribute their counterparts to the Xing kiln, but
also reflect the exchange and influence between the Xing and Cizhou
kilns.

Since the discovery of the Xing kiln site in the 1980s, there
has been plenty of news coverage about it in Chinese and foreign
medias. And some archaeologists and famous scholars also
devoted themselves to studying it. Their work has yielded lots of
archaeological excavation reports and academic papers, such as the
Xing Kiln of Sui Dynasty in Xingtai, Over-1,000- year-old Xing
Kiln and Research on Xing Kiln.

This year is the 30th anniversary of the discovery of the Xing
kiln site. The editorial board of the series of Chinese ancient
ceramics kiln sites made a decision that I would be in charge of
editing the volume China’s Xing Kiln. For me, this job means
great trust and social responsibility. And I should do it without any
hesitation.

When I was preparing for this book, I was lucky enough to be
presented two papers , namely Tang’s White Porcelain and Xing
Kiln of North China, and Discussion on ‘Xing Inferior to Yue’ in
the Book of Tea by Tang’s Lu Yu. They were respectively from
Mr. Ye Zhemin, predecessor in the field of old ceramics, and Mr.
Li Jixian of the Chinese Art Research Institute. The former was
the original lecture given by the author when he was invited to
Japan by a honorary professor from the Tokyo University; the
latter was finished by the author after he made an impromptu speech
at the Appreciation Seminar of Xing Kiln and Xing Porcelain Art
in 1981.

What [ appreciate from time to time is the high attention and
personal guidance given by Mr. Ye Zhemin, adviser of the whole
series of Chinese ancient ceramics kiln sites. At the age of nearly
90, he still invited Mr. Zhang Shuwei, director of Beijing Art
Museum, and me twice to his home for further discussion on related
issues. He also carefully reviewed all the pictures and papers to
be included in this book, and put forward specific suggestions

by writing to me twice. Here, | want to particularly extend my

gratitude to Mr. Ye Zhemin.

I have also got valuable guidance provided by Mr. Geng
Baochang, former chairman of Chinese Society of Ancient
Ceramics, Ms. Wang Liying, chairman of the Society, Mr. Kong
Fanzhi, director of Beijing Municipal Administration of Cultural
Heritage, Ms. Yu Ping, vice director of Beijing Municipal
Administration of Cultural Heritage, Mr. Wang Jianbao, head
of Research Centre of Traditional Culture under China Institute
of Defence, Science and Technology. And there has been strong
support from Mr. Zhang Lifang, director of Hebei Provincial
Administration of Cultural Heritage, Mr. Li Enjia, vice director
of Hebei Provincial Administration of Cultural Heritage, Mr. Guo
Zhongbao, vice director of Xingtai Municipal Administration of
Culture, Mr. Song Xiangdang, secretary of Lingcheng County
Party Committee, Mr. Li Qunjiang, chief of Lincheng county, Mr.
Wang Junguo, deputy chief of Lincheng county and Mr. Wu Fuguo,
director of Lingcheng County Administration of Cultural Heritage.
To them, and to Ms. Yang Junyan, Mr. Li Ye, Mr.Yang Jingjing,
Ms. Li Shifeng, Ms. Mu Zhaona and Mr. Yang Xiaojun, I express
my sincere gratitude.

I would like to give thanks to Hebei Provincial Institute of
Cultural Heritage, Hebei Provincial Centre of Cultural Heritage
Protection, Hengshui Municipal Organization of Cultural Heritage
Management, Xingtai Municipal Organization of Cultural Heritage
Management, Neiqiu County Agency of Cultural Heritage
Protection and Management as well as Weixian County Agency of
Cultural Heritage Protection and Management, where some exhibits
and materials were borrowed to be taken pictures and applied.

The over-1,000-year-old Xing kiln used to take the lead! The
over-1,000-year-old Xing kiln will fascinate the world in this new
millennium of humankind.

I’d like to dedicate this book to the 30th anniversary of the
discovery of Xing kiln site!

I’d like to dedicate it to people who pay close attention to Xing
kiln, make a study of it and try to protect it!

November 30, 2011
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