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I A Note of Appreciation

“A picture tells a thousand words,” as the saying goes.
Pictures or visuals are indeed no less effective than written

materials in telling stories.

Pictures or visuals include drawings, photographs and
videos. However, the credibility of drawings has always
been questioned whereas the age of videos had started only
in the 20th century and is just barely a hundred years old
by now. Photographs, on the other hand, have a history
of at least 170 years, covering roughly the whole period
of modern world history. Therefore, photographs are the
most important visual information in the study of modern

history.

Recognizing the importance of photographs in historical
studies, Mr. Lee Yip Lim, a research assistant of the Centre
for Malaysian Chinese Studies (CMCS) when it was newly
set up and currently an honorary research fellow of CMCS,
had collected a number of old photographs with the
intention of publishing a pictorial history of the Chinese
in Kuala Lumpur and Selangor. However, due to various
factors, the publication did not materialize. In order to
preserve the original idea of such a publication project,
we have included in the present book the introduction
written at that time by Mr. Lee and also the foreword by
the late Tan Sri Ngan Ching Wen, then Chairman and later
Permanent Honorary Chairman of CMCS. This book is
also a commemoration of Tan Sri Ngan’s contributions to

CMCS.

In June 2010, CMCS revived the publication project for
this book with the editorial committee headed by Mr. Ser
Wue Hiong, academic director of CMCS and senior lecturer

at the Chinese Division of the Department of Foreign

Chew Saw Eng

Chairperson, Centre for Malaysian Chinese Studies

Languages of Universiti Putra Malaysia. Miss Eng Luh Yee
was employed since then as a full-time assistant research
fellow to coordinare the long-delayed editorial work for this
book. It was only through this arrangement that we were

able to include this book as one of the publication projects

of CMCS for this year.

CMCS is honoured to have Mr. Tang Ah Chai, chief
executive officer of the Kuala Lumpur and Selangor Chinese
Assembly Hall, and Mr. Teoh Chee Keong, a researcher
on architectural history and lecturer at the Architecture
Department of University College Sedaya International,
to join our editorial committee. Through their efforts,
thousands of precious photographs and visuals relating to
the history of the Chinese in Kuala Lumpur and Selangor
had been collected. In the editorial process, Miss Lam Tsu
Jiun was engaged to provide the layout design, Mr. Tan Yau
Chong took up the task of English translation, and Mr.
Ling Boo Chong translated the introduction and edited
all the translated manuscripts. Through their combined
efforts, Moving Mountains: A Pictorial History of the Chinese
in Selangor and Kuala Lumpur, Volume One has finally seen

the light of day after a long delay of almost two decades.

The photographs collected in this publication were
generously contributed to CMCS by various Chinese
associations and individuals in Kuala Lumpur and Selangor.

All the contributors are duly acknowledged in the appendix.

The publication of Moving Mountains has been conceived
withacomprehensivesstructure forits contents comprisingsix
chapters covering various aspects of the Chinese community,
namely “Pioneering and Institution Building”, “Economy

and Livelihood”, “Education and Culrure”, “Social Life”,



“Religions and Customs”, and “Political Activities”. For
each chapter, more than a hundred photographs or visuals
are featured. In view of the voluminous materials involved,
we have decided to publish this book in two volumes, each
containing three chapters. This is the first volume that
covers the first three chapters: “Pioneering and Institution
Building”, “Economy and Livelihood” as well as “Education

and Culture”.

Apart from an introduction for the overall contents of the
book, there is also a brief introduction provided for every
chapter in each volume. The caption for each photograph
or visual featured in the book is presented in both Chinese
and English. As a whole, the book secks to tell the stories
through photographs and visuals in a well-structured

manner with appropriate narrations and comments.

For the publication of Moving Mountains, Mr. Teoh Chee
Keong took charge of Chapter One while chief editor Mr.
Ser Wue Hiong worked on Chapter Two and Chapter
Three. They had collected a large number of photographs
and visuals which were then carefully selected by the
editorial committee before the historical backgrounds and
stories were written for every photograph or visual. Suffice
to say, the compilation of this book has evidently entailed

academic works that were indeed laborious and meticulous.

This publication would not have been possible without
the special sponsorship of the Association of Kwong Tung
Cemetery Management Kuala Lumpur. On behalf of CMCS
Board of Directors, I hereby extend our deepest gratitude to
the association. We also wish to convey our appreciation
to the Alumni of Chong Hwa High School Kuala Lumpur
for sponsoring CMCS in the collection of old photographs

when we first started the project in the 1990s.

Moving Mountains
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I Foreword

Malaysia has emerged from a desolated land of wilderness
to become a nation with well-developed commerce and
industry today. The tremendous efforts in developing
and building the nation in the past hundred years have
been imbued with blood, toil, tears and sweat of the early
Chinese settlers. In various parts of the country today,
there still remain voluminous artifacts and relics that can
speak eloquently of the unquestionable contributions of

the Chinese community to this nation.

But alas, many of these valuable artifacts and relics have
gradually vanished due to the onslaught of the torrents of

development.

Moving Mountains: A Pictorial History of the Chinese in
Selangor and Kuala Lumpur has been compiled by the
Centre for Malaysian Chinese Studies (CMCS) in efforts
to collate historical records of the Chinese community in
our country as well as to promote the learning and study
of Malaysian Chinese history. In order to have a wider
readership, this book focuses on using photographs and
visuals plus brief narratives in Chinese and English to
represent historical events and incidents of Selangor and
Kuala Lumpur. Photographs and visuals may not be as
detailed as words but they have the advantage of giving
direct impact and vivid images, thus making the reading
of this book more interesting and exciting while at the
same time enhancing the readers’ historical knowledge
and intuitive perception. To make up for the inadequacies
that may be associated with the focus on photographs and
visuals, this book provides an overview at the outset so
that readers can have a good grasp of the basic outline of
the history of Selangor and Kuala Lumpur.

In the early years of its development, Kuala Lumpur went
through the Selangor Civil War during which the Chinese

community suffered considerable casualties and injuries,

Tan Sri Ngan Ching Wen

marking a heroic and tragic chapter in the history of the
Chinese pioneers in Malaysia. Through the pages in this
book, readers will be able to catch glimpses of the great
hardships experienced by the early Chinese settlers, stories
of historical personalities and relevant artifacts, clothing
and art works as well as the social scenarios and economic

activities in early Selangor and Kuala Lumpur.

Mr. Lee Yip Lim, who initiated the publication of this book
in the 1990s, had spent much time and energy visiting
many organizations such as museums, National Library,
National Archives and newspaper offices in search of
relevant information. He collected historical photographs
and visuals by going through voluminous old postcards,
old newspapers as well as books in the Chinese, English
and Malay languages. He even travelled to various towns
in Selangor to take photographs of valuable artifacts and

had also carried out much verification work.

[tisimperative to preserve and collate the valuable historical
materials about the Chinese community in Malaysia.
However, apart from this book, there are presently only
two other publications with more systematic collections
of historical information about the Malaysian Chinese,
i.e. The Chinese in Penang: A Pictorial Documentation
published by Penang Chinese Town Hall in the 1980s and
Historical Materials on the Chinese in Sibu published by
Sarawak Chinese Culture Association in the early 1990s.
For other states and towns, the relevant historical records
have yet to be collected and preserved. We hope that
researchers of Malaysian Chinese history and Chinese
organizations in various states and places in the country
will conduct more works on this aspect and CMCS s

more than willing to be involved in such endeavours.

24 April 1998
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Selangor was known as “Sha
La Wo" in the Chinese ancient
books.  Xie Qinggao (1765-
1821) in his book Hai Lu (Sea
Records) says this about Sha
La. Wo: “The country of Sha
La Wo lies on the northwest

of Malacca. From the Straits of

Malacca, it takes two to three
days to reach with the southeast
wind, after passing Hong Mao
Qian. This place was named
‘qian’ because it has sand dunes
and the water is shallow; but it
is not known why it was called
‘Hong Mao'(red hair). The
country is on the northeast bank
of Hong Mao Qian, stretching
for several hundred miles. There
is quite a dense population and
the people are fierce and rough.
Its back mountains are linked
to Terengganu and Kelantan.
The native people in the hilly
area are called ‘Quan Li" and
are seen naked and bare-footed,
with thin body and skinny face,
and are a unique race. They
accept the rule of the King but
do not have marriage link with
the Malays. They have taken
out products such as honey,
rattan, caglewood, agarwood,
rosewood, rhinoceros  horn,
sambar deer, venison, tiger skin
etc to trade with others. People
from Fujian and Guangdong
have come here. Its products
include tin, borneol, coconut,
rattan.” This record describes

the  position, sea journey,
products, customs and norms,
native people etc and mentions
that people from Fujian and
Guangdong had come here for
trade.

I pikul is equivalent to 100 kati
or 133.3 pounds.
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I Wisdom for Recording the Past,
Insights for Knowing the Future

The Malay Peninsula, located in the southern end of a
long and narrow projection in the southeastern part of
the Asian continent, looks like an olive leaf mounted
between the South China Sea and the East Indian Ocean.
The state of Selangor sits on the central west of the Malay
Peninsula and has a land area of 3,256 square miles. It
is linked to Perak in the north, Pahang in the east and
Negeri Sembilan in the southeast. On its west lies the
Straits of Malacca with Sumatra of Indonesia across the
waters. In this land, the fertile soil produces bountiful
agricultural products while the rivers and the sea have
abundant seafood resources, thus providing the people
with ample supplies of food and other necessities. It also
has many undulating mountain ranges with thick tropical
forests and rich mineral deposits, particularly tin. Its long
indented coastline has also facilitated sea transport. In
The Charts of Cheng Ho's Naval Expeditions, a place
called “Ji Ling Gang” (Port Klang) had been recorded,
indicating that in the early years of the Malacca Sultanate,
Port Klang in Selangor was already an important trading

port.

Origin of the name Selangor

Selangor has five major rivers, namely Sungai Bernam,
Sungai Lukut, Sungai Selangor, Sungai Klang and Sungai
Langat. These rivers have their sources at the Central
Mountain Range and the common borders of Selangor,
Perak and Negeri Sembilan. They flow down the steep
mountain slopes and cut through the deep valleys before
entering the Straits of Malacca. The Malays, apart from
some who were found scattered along the coast, had
mostly lived on both banks of the rivers where they
undertook productive activities. The river estuaries had
thus emerged naturally as the administrative centres for
the native chiefs to control their lands. Selangor is in fact
made up of these five river basins. By 1820, the entire area
of Selangor had only 5,000 Malays.

The Bugis from Celebes have been well-known as skillful
seamen, enterprising traders and brave warriors. They
began to embrace Islam in about 1603 and this had enabled
them to be assimilated easily with the Malays in the Malay
Peninsula. * In the early 18th century, the Bugis sailed in

small brigs along Java, Sumatra, Riau and Johore to reach

Lee Yip Lim

Selangor and set up settlements in Port Klang, the estuary
of Sungai Selangor and the downstream of Sungai Langat.
Under their strong leaders, they travelled to the north
and south to fight battles and conquered many areas.
Bugis crown prince Daeng Chelak had two sons: Raja
Haji was a warfare strategist who won many battles while
Raja Lumu was a capable leader with political foresights.
In order to consolidate the control over Selangor and to
exercise real ruling power, Raja Lumu proclaimed himself
to be the supreme ruler in 1724 and adopted the name of
Sultan Salehuddin Shah. He was thus the first Sultan of
Selangor and the founder of the Sultanate of Selangor. He
established his capital in Kuala Selangor and called this
new territory that he had founded as Selangor. This was

how Selangor got its name. *

For centuries, Selangor has been renowned for its tin
production and its wealth was built upon its tin export.
The Malays were using tin mining methods that were
more primitive and thus the production was not high.
It was not until the middle of the 19th century that tin
production in Selangor could increase significantly due to
the influx of Chinese tin miners who brought in more
advanced methods of tin mining. The monthly production
of tin then reached 3,000 pikul.* Subsequently, the Malay
native chiefs were in conflicts over the power to collect
taxes on tin ore transported through their territories and
the Chinese miners were squabbling for the rights to work
the tin mines. At the same time, there were infightings
among the Malay rulers for the throne. These factors
finally led to a civil war thar lasted from 1866 to 1873.
The civil war broke out with confrontations between rival
Malay groups and it then spread to other areas including
the Klang Valley and the Selangor Valley. Many battles
were fought, resulting in wide spread unrest and heavy
casualties. The two Chinese secret societies, the Hai San
Gang and the Ghee Hin Gang, were also involved in the
civil war and so were the Chinese community leaders Yap
Ah Loy and Chong Chong. During the later part of the
civil war, Yap Ah Loy emerged as a significant leader. He
organized his troops well, fought with effective strategies
and was able to win many battles. In the process, his
capabilities as an excellent leader were fully unleashed.
After the end of the civil war, Yap Ah Loy and his
men rebuilt Kuala Lumpur from ruins through strong

determination and sheer perseverance, thus laying a solid
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foundation for the later development and prosperity of

Kuala Lumpur.

Since the 1870s, free competition among capitalist
countries in the world entered a transition period and began
moving towards monopoly, with the various capitalist
nations in Europe stepping up the pace of exploiting
their colonies. By then, the British had started to change
their non-intervention policy on the Malay Peninsula to
one that stressed on active intervention, adopting more
aggressive and ruthless approaches to derive benefits from
Malaya. After the signing of the Pangkor Treaty, Governor
of the Straits Settlements Sir Andrew Clarke shifted his
target to Selangor. ° In February 1874, there occurred an
attack by a group of pirates and the British seized this
opportunity to extend their power and took over the
administration of Selangor. Soon after that, the Earl of
Carnarvon of the British colonial government appointed
J. A. Davidson and Frank Swettenham as Resident
and Deputy Resident stationed at Klang and Langat
respectively. The British implemented the Residential
System in Selangor and since then the traditional Malay
political system began to change gradually. Under the rule
of the British colonial government, there was protection
in accordance with the spirit of rule of law with emphasis
on ‘fairness for all. The British also began to develop
the resources and promote commerce and industry
in Malaya. Under such circumstances, the lives of the
Chinese in various production sectors had become more
challenging with more opportunities and possibilities for
them to venture further. In other words, a more secured
environment for settlement had enabled the Chinese to
seek long-term pursuits of wealth so that their lives could

take on new meanings.

In 1820, there were only about 12,000 Chinese in the Straits
Settlements and fewer than 1,000 in other settlements in
Malaya. However, by 1860, the population of Chinese
had jumped to 100,000 in the Straits Settlements and
several thousands in the various other settlements in
Malaya. © The rapid increase of Chinese population could
be attributed to three main reasons. Firstly, The British
colonial government had implemented careful planning
to promote the development of the Straits Settlements
as well as to strengthen their importance in transport
and trade. Such efforts had achieved remarkable success
and every year, the trade value in the Straits Settlements
achieved huge increases, leading to the rise of Singapore
and Penang to become prosperous trade centres. Secondly,
many new mining areas with rich deposits of tin were
discovered in the west coast of the Malay Peninsula. Tin
trade could bring immense wealth and it had attracted

the influx of Chinese tin miners. Thirdly, in 1860, Britain

and the Qing Government in China signed the Sino-
British Treaty of Peking that allowed the legal export of
Chinese workers and thus large numbers of coolies ” were

abducted and sold to Malaya.

Formation of factionalized society

The early Chinese society in Selangor was one in which
geographical and kinship connections could constitute
powerful influence. Such a society was also underpinned
by the strong impact from capitalist commercial entities
including the guilds and business organizations. As a
whole, it can be said that the Chinese society was then
factionalized. This had come about mainly due to the
barriers arising from different dialects spoken by the early
Chinese immigrants as well as the conservative perspectives
of small peasant economy and the occupational mindsets
which the Chinese immigrants had brought from China.
In the Chinese community in Selangor in the 19th century,
the Hakka formed the largest dialect group, followed by
the Cantonese, Hokkien, Teochew, Hainanese etc. The
early immigrants in Kuala Lumpur also consisted of those
who came from Malacca, Lukut and Sungai Ujong in the
south as well as Penang, Kamunting and Larut in the north.
Within the Hakka dialect group, the Fui Chew Hakka
and the Ka Ying Hakka formed two separate sub-groups
due to conflicts in economic interests and scrambles for
leadership positions. The Fui Chew people had stronger
influence in Kuala Lumpur while the Ka Ying people had
more power in Kanching. The post of Chinese Captain
in Kuala Lumpur had been held by the Fui Chew people:
Hui Siew, Liu Ngim Kong and Yap Ah Loy. In Kanching,
the Ka Ying leader Chen Jing Jian was made the Chinese
Caprain. ® Both these two Hakka factions were rivals and

they controlled their own territories.

Selangor’s fourth Chinese Captain Yap Ah Shak died in
1889 and the post of Chinese Captain fell vacant. There
were then three candidates for the post. The first was the
popular Cantonese leader and mining tycoon Chew Yoke.
The second candidate was Yap Hon Chin (eldest son of
Yap Ah Loy) who was an uprising personality. The third
was Yap Kwan Seng, a Hakka leader and a rich merchant.
In terms of capabilities, experience and reputation, Chew
Yoke was the most qualified. However, the Resident then,
W. E. Maxwell, took into consideration the deep-rooted
emphasis on kinship connections among the Chinese and
the fact that the Hakka were the strongest dialect group
in Kuala Lumpur. He finally picked the Hakka speaking
Yap Kwan Seng as the Chinese Caprain. The British

colonial government was fully aware of the characteristics

6

J. Kennedy, History of Malaya,
Third Edition, 1993, p- 116.

S. M. Middlebrook, ap. cir., p.7.

Foreign files and documents
refer to Chinese workers sent
abroad from China in the 19th
century as Coolie, but the
Chinese documents call them
‘zhu zai" (piglets). On 14 July
1839, Lin Zexu submitted a
petition to the Foreign Affairs
Office and mentioned: “More
than ten years ago, harvests were
poor for several consecutive
vears and thousands of peaple
had gone abroad. When they
were on the ships, rice was put
in wooden basins and these
passengers were called up to ear.
The way of calling was similar
to the way the farmers in China
called the pigs during the
feeding time. Thus the people
said these ships were selling
piglets.” This could possibly
be the origin of the term ‘zhu
zai'. Another version said thar
the human traffickers abducred
many Chinese workers and
squeezed them in cnngcs’(cﬁ
bottom cabins (a space of 12
square feet for each person, 6
feet by 2 feer). This was like
transporting live pigs and thus
the workers were called ‘piglets’
(‘zhu zai’). Reference can be
made to the entry on ‘zhu zai’
in Dictionary of Southeast Asian
History.

Capitan or Captien originally
refers to leader, team head or
caprain. The title of "Chinese
Caprain’ originated from the
time when Malacca came under
Portuguese rule. The Portuguese
had always used the Kapitan
system. Each ethnic group of
merchants trading in Malacca,
such as the Arabs, Chinese,
Indians, Javanese etc had rto
elect their own leaders who
would be approved by the ruler
so that their status could be
recognized with appointment
certificates issued. Each leader
(Caprain) was responsible for
maintaining the security of the
area, managing the civil affairs,
carrying out legal enforcement
ar times and collecting rtaxes
when required. Following the
influx of different ethnic groups,
the different native states in
Malaya had commonly adopted
such a system. The Chinese
Caprain system in Selangor was
abolished only in 1902. The
Dutch in Indonesia and the
Spanish in the Philippines had

also set up the Caprain system.



