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he Design Beauty of Japanese Houses

—from the history of designing small houses
Sota Matsuura: Hiroyuki Shinozaki Architects

Background

There are some reasons that many small houses have
been built in Japan, One of them is the country’s smaill
land area leaves small site lots. As supply aspect,
small sites are dealt often in the market. Furthermore
people tend to prefer one or two household as
residential status. This means small houses are needed
as demand aspect also. For these aspects, many
small houses have been designed since the 1950s in
Japan. And many Japanese designers have made
the best use of inventiveness to them. Thus some
of small houses made big influence to Japanese

FOREWORD

architecture history, as Minimum Housing by Makoto
Masuzawa(1952), Low House in Sumiyoshi by Tadao
Ando(1972). Designing small house is never free
from life of resident. And when we design it we can't
help thinking about what is life environment itself. This
means designing the small house would involve the
essential of design.

Restrictions of the Small

“Small” intfrudes many restrictions for the designer, like rules
in sports game. Deformed site shape, narow approach,
surounded by next buildings etc. The interesting point is
what kind of skilled work we can perform keeping the rules.
When we receive the rules positively and win them over
fo our side, we would be able fo achieve more attractive
idea than when there are no rules.

Not minimum but lack

The appeal of small house is not just tiny space
keeping function, but lack of something for ordinary
house. Because of less space, we need to make
choices and give refusals. The Lacking partition,
corridor or living room and so on. Lacking something
ordinary house must have, whole house becomes
a unigue dwelling environment as a result. That is,
the small house shouldn't be just minimal house
composed with tiny spaces.

Lack lead resistance

The lack of function or spaces gives us unigque
environment that we can't experience in ordinary
life. For example, Low House in Sumiyoshi is perfectly
divided by courtyard into two parts and forces the
dweller to live with outside space even rainy day.
As a result, the dweller forsake comfortable dwelling
protected from outside and receive the lifestyle
with it. This resistance becomes a cue to find other
aftractiveness different from functional comfort, The
house changed the resistance into attractiveness.
That's why lack is interesting. If you see works in this
book from such view point of lack, you would see
many efforts, inventiveness and essential of design.
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Architects: Hironaka Ogawa & Associates | Hironaka Ogawa

Structure: Wood
Site Area: 699.54 m*

Building Area: 50,90 m*
Photographer: Daici Ano
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This is an extension project on a thirty-five-year-old house for a
couple. A Zelkova tree and a Camphor tree stood on the site
since the time the main house was built thirty-five years ago.
Removing these trees was one of the design m@quirements,
because the new additional building cgUld' Hio?'f.ge built If these
trees remained. When | received Th‘e\offer for the project, |
thought of various designs before | visited the site for the first
time. However, all my thoughts were blown away as soon as |
saw the site in person.

The two trees stood there quite strongly. | listened to the stories in
detail; the daughter has memories of climbing these trees when
she was little. These trees looked over the family for thirty-five
years, They colored the garden and grew up with the family.
Therefore, utilizing these trees and creating a new place for the
client became the main theme for the design.
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