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Beface

SCULPTURE THE IMAGE OF JIMEI FOR GOOD

Jimei, once a tiny coastal fishing village along Southeast Ocean in Fujian
Province, has a history back to Xia and Shang age. It is a place endowed with
the fine spirits of the universe and a place where many wise men and prominent
personage were born. Chen Jiageng (Tan Kah-Kee), who has been praised as
“brightness of nation of overseas Chinese banner” by Chairman Mao Zedong, was
an outstanding figure.

In 1913, Chen Jiageng donated the first primary school in his hometown.
Hereinafter, with his donations, dozens of schools were built in Jimei, ranging from
primary and secondary schools to institutes of higher learning. Now, within an area
of 28 square kilometers known as Jimei School Village, Jimei University, Huagiao
University, Xiamen University of Technology, totally 8 colleges and universities
as well as Institutes like Institute of Urban Environment are located, which helps
Jimei to become an important district of culture and education as well as a well-
known national cultural scenic area. In the past century, Jimei educated numerous
talented people for China and even for the whole world, and alumnus from
Jimei can be found everywhere. As Chen Jiageng advocated, Xiamen removed
mountains and filled up seas to construct Gaoji, Jixing sea wall and Yingxia
railway, which connects Xiamen Island closely with the mainland. Since then,
Xiamen had its first line of railway. Along both sides of Gaoji sea wall, to which
Chen Jiageng contributed greatly, Xiamen Bridge, Jimei Bridge and Xinglin Bridge
were completed and came in use one after another. Railways being constructed or
completed like Fuzhou to Xiamen, Shenzhen to Xiamen and Longyan to Xiamen
all meet at the intersection of Xiamen north railway station and Yingxia railway,
which makes Jimei the biggest transportation junction along southeast coast.

With its topography, popularity and culture background, the State Council
approved Xinglin and Jimei as national Taiwan business investment zone in

1989 and 1992, with privileges endowed from Xiamen Special Economic Zone.

In 2003, Xiamen municipal government reorganized its administrative districts
and integrated Xilin and Jimei as one larger district, an important industrial base.
Jimei (Xinglin) Taiwan business investment zone has absorbed over 800 foreign
investments of a 1.3 billion dollar collection as an export-oriented economy after
more than two decades’ development. In the new century, Jimei district clarified its
position ‘as an eco-cultural tourism and environment friendly high-tech industrial
zone and i}s on the way to become an industrial, culture and education zone and
also a new town. Jimei, with its advanced manufacturing industry and service
business, now is heading for urbanization and industrialization bothway developed
city core.

From a tiny fishing village to a modern new town, industrious and brave
Jimei people impressed the rest of the world with countless beautiful and grand
spectacle and eternal moments. In order to reflect a real Jimei in front of all
witness and also to introduce great achievements after the reform and opening-
up conducive to a better Jimei in the future, Jimei District Committee made a
decision, that is to compile Jimei Image picture album launched by the District
Archives Bureau, which also is in charge of material collection, and the Editorial
Committee is in charge of screenage. The album, which reflects a period from
1949 to 2011, is dedicated to the 90 anniversary of Chinese Communist Party
and the 30t anniversary of Xiamen Special Economic Zone.

At the moment this album is going to press, on behalf of Jimei district
committee and government, we are grateful to all who have been supportive and
participating in picture and documentation collection. We hope the release of
this album would raise attention and admiration from our leaders, people from all
walks of life and overseas alumnus to contribute ideas and exert efforts for better
development of Jimei.

Let's sculpture the image of Jimei for good, for the future.
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