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Preface

With the growing development of unconventional fossil fuels and new renewable
energy sources, new joint efforts to search for alternatives to replace fossil fuels have
prompted changes in the international energy order and energy governance. Such
changes in the energy sector have not necessarily triggered collaboration. The green
growth and sustainable development promoted competitively by developed economies
often lead to a new form of conflict-economic nationalism. While it is a general con-
sensus that the efforts to address climate change and develop clean energy should be
made based on moral virtue, further competition and conflicts often ensue while en-
gaging in actual collaborations such as transferring technologies and taking concerted
measures. To resolve such competition and conflicts, it is critical to understand the
energy culture of each country and create a positive energy environment through in-
ternational collaboration.

While China is the world’s top energy consumer, it is also the largest investor in
renewable energy. With constant efforts to reduce fossil fuel consumption and com-
bat climate change, it is taking the lead in creating a positive energy culture. China
also plays an important role in speaking for developing economies such as those in
Africa and Southeast Asia and proactively provides the support they need in the field
of energy. This is consistent with the policy of the Chinese government to seek com-
mon prosperity through international partnerships rather than reckless competition.

As neighbors in Northeast Asia, the Republic of Korea and China have continu-
ously collaborated for the stability and prosperity of the region and have been in-
volved in a variety of alliances in the energy sector as well. Our two nations are simi-
lar in that we are both highly dependent on foreign energy sources and have a high
proportion of fossil fuels in our energy portfolios. Our policy approaches to address
energy problems are also similar. Yet, we have different competitive edges. This of-

fers the two nations extensive opportunities for collaboration. Our joint efforts in

©
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the energy sector will not only enhance the sustainable development of the two na-
tions, but also help us maintain even more close relations in the fast-changing politi-
cal environment of Northeast Asia.

As the old Chinese idiom Hwa-ee-bu-dong, meaning “harmony in diversity,”
appropriately expresses, we hope that the Republic of Korea and China will pursue
and harmonize the diversity of each country’s energy culture and thereby promote a

closer, more practical, and more sustainable collaboration in the energy sector.

Vice President of the China-ROK Parliamentary Diplomacy Council
Representative of the Parliamentary Research Group for

China-ROK Energy Collaboration
Kang Gi Jung
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